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SEYMOUR  DURST 


When  you  leave,  please  leave  this  hook 

Because  it  has  heen  said 
"Ever'thing  comes  t'  him  who  waits 

Except  a  loaned  hook." 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

OF  THE  ALMS  HOUSE. 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House,  > 
New  York,  January,  1850.  ) 

The  Governors  of  the  Alms  House,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Act  of  the  Legislature  establishing  their  Boardj  respectfully 
report : — 

That  the  Board  of  Governors  was  duly  organized  on  the 
8th  day  of  May  last,  when,  by  the  terms  of  the  Act,  their 
authority  commenced,  by  the  due  administration  of  the  oath 
of  office  to  all  the  persons  named  in  the  Act,  excepting  J. 
Phillips  Phoenix,  who  declined  the  appointment,  and  the 
election  of  Simeon  Draper  as  President,  and  James  H.  Titus 
as  Secretary.  William  M.  Evarts  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy  left  by  Mr.  Phoenix,  and  the  number  of  the  Board 
thus  filled.  Since  the  organization,  Mr.  Mickle  and  Mr. 
Titus  have  severally  resigned  their  places  at  the  Board,  and 
Francis  R.  Tillou  and  Peter  McLoughlin  were  chosen  to  fill 
(1) 
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the  vacancies  thus  occurring.  The  terms  of  office  of  Mr. 
Halsted  and  Mr.  McLoughlin  expiring  on  the  31st  day  of 
December  last,  at  the  preceding  general  election  they  were 
each  candidates  for  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  Alms  House, 
and  Mr.  Halsted  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes,  was 
elected  ;  Mr.  McLoughlin  received  at  such  election  the  next 
highest  number  of  votes,  and  thereupon  was,  pursuant  to  the 
Statute,  appointed  a  Governor  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city. 
The  Board  now  consists  of  the  following  members,  holding 
their  offices  for  the  terms  set  opposite  to  their  names,  from 


January,  1850: — 

William  T.  Pinkney  ,  1  year. 

Isaac  Townsend   1  " 

Simeon  Draper   2  " 

Francis  R.  Tillou   2  " 

Jonathan  I.  Coddington   3  " 

William  M.  Evarts   3  " 

Richard  S.  Williams   4  " 

Timothy  Daly   4  " 

Schurem.an  Halsted   5  " 

Peter  McLoughlin   5  " 


Mr.  Draper  is  the  President,  and  Mr.  Tillou  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Board. 

The  Institutions  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
by  the  Act  organizing  it,  are  : — 

1.  The  Department  of  the  Out  Door  Poor. 

2.  The  City  Prisons,  three  in  number,  viz  : — At  Halls  of 

Justice,  Centre-street ;  Jefferson  Market,  Green- 
wich-avenue ;  and  Essex  Market,  Grand-street. 
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3.  The  Belle vue  Hospital. 

4.  The  Penitentiary,  J 

5.  The  Alms  House,         \  on  SlackwelPs  Island. 

6.  The  Lunatic  Asylum,  ) 

6.  The  Nurseries  on  Randall's  Island. 

By  the  Act  establishing  a  Work  House,  passed  April  11, 
1849,  that  Institution  is  subjected  to  the  control  of  the  Board  ; 
and,  so  far  as  it  has  been  organized,  its  operations  are  carried 
on,  upon  BlackwelPs  Island. 

That  the  Board  might  have  every  part  of  this  wide  field 
of  duty  more  thoroughly  under  their  own  supervision,  and 
more  directly  subject  to  their  action,  they  have  distributed 
their  labors  among  Standing  Committees,  appointing  one  for 
each  department,  whose  actual  inspection  of  the  aiSairs  of  their 
particular  charge,  keeps  the  Board  constantly  informed  of  their 
true  condition,  and  prevents  the  necessity  of  a  reliance  upon 
the  reports  of  any  officers,  however  trustworthy.  Two  other 
Standing  Committees — one  of  Finance  and  the  other  of  Sup- 
plies— having  general  supervision  of  all  purchases,  contracts, 
and  expenditures,  complete  the  internal  organization  of  the 
Board. 

The  first  duty  of  the  Board,  after  their  own  organization 
was  completed,  was  thoroughly  to  possess  themselves  of  the 
actual  condition  of  the  various  subjects  of  their  care  which 
devolved  upon  them,  (a  work  of  much  difficulty  and  labor.)  _ 
This  done,  they  proceeded  to  a  new  arrangement  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  each  Institution,  on  the  principles  indicated  by  the 
Act  under  which  they  derived  their  authority,  and  in  cor- 
rection of  the  evils,  and  in  consonance  with  the  public  feeling 


4 


wliich  led  to  the  passs,ge  of  that  Act.  They  have  adopted  a 
system  of  rules  for  the  management  of  each  Institution  ac- 
commodated to  its  particular  circiimstancesj  but  all  propos* 
ing  the  same  end,  to  wit :  an  administration  of  its  affairs  "by 
its  officers  under  the  laws  imposed  by  the  Board;  and  with 
frequent  communication  with,  and  strict  and  constant  respon- 
sibility to  the  Board.  The  heads  of  each  institution  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board,  and  are  allowed  the  appointment  of  all 
their  subordinates,  and  are  held  responsible  for  their  good 
conduct,  while  in  each  Institution  the  Board  have  also  re- 
served to  themselves  the  appointment  of  one  other  officer, 
whose  independent  position  should  render  him  a  constant 
check  upon  the  abuse  of  authority,  or  the  neglect  of  duty  on 
the  part  of  any  Warden  or  his  subordinates.  The  Board  are 
well  satisfied  with  the  working  of  this  system  thus  far,  and  are 
happy  to  state  that  the  heads  of  the  various  establishments  are 
honestly  and  efficiently  co-operating  with  them  in  the  econo- 
mical and  faithful  administration  of  the  public  charities  and 
penal  discipline  within  their  jurisdiction.  The  appended  re- 
ports will  show  the  present  condition  of  each  department,  and 
..exhibit  some  of  the  results  of  the  labors  of  the  Board. 

^ox  the  supply  of  the  various  articles  required  by  the  Insti- 
tutions -on  Blackwell's  Island,  a  store  has  been  established 
under  the  superintendence  of  a  storekeeper,  upon  whom  requi- 
sitions for  the  weekly  consumption  are  regularly  made  by  the 
Wardens  of  the  several  Institutions.  These  requisitions  pass 
under  the  inspection  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  and  as  ap- 
proved or  amended  by  them  are  fulfilled  by  the  storekeeper. 
The  storekeeper  draws  his  requisitions  to  meet  the  demands 
upon  him,  directly  upon  the  Governors,  and  when  approved 
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by  them,  the  necessary  purchases  are  made  by  members  of 
the  Board  personally,  or  by  an  agent  under  their  immediate 
direction.  The  same  system  is  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
Institutions  on  RandalPs  Island,  and  the  Institutions  in  the 
City  proper  are  supplied  through  requisitions  made  by  their 
Wardens  every  week  directly  upon  the  Board  of  Governors, 
and  by  purchases  to  meet  them,  made  by  Members  of  the 
Board  or  an  Agent  under  their  immediate  direction.  The 
Board  are  kept  constantly  advised  by  weekly  reports  of  the 
number  of  inmates  in  each  Institution  and  the  actual  con- 
sumption of  all  articles  used  in  them,  and  thus  are  able  at 
once  to  check  any  tendency  to  waste  or  extravagance.  The 
perfection  of  the  system  requires  the  establishment  of  rations 
in  articles  of  diet,  and  more  accurate  restrictions  in  articles 
of  clothing,  a  work  of  great  labor  and  detail,  wiiich  the  Board 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  complete.  During  the  next  year 
they  expect  to  adjust  this  branch  of  reform  to  their  satisfac- 
tion, and  anticipate  much  advantage  therefrom,  both  in  re- 
spect of  economy  and  the  health  and  general  welfare  of  the 
subjects  of  their  care. 

The  law  establishing  a  Work  House,  and  placing  it  under 
the  charge  of  the  Governors,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  made  no  provision  for  the  erection  of  the  neces- 
sary buildings,  and  the  operations  of  that  Institution  have 
thus  far  been  greatly  restricted  from  the  want  of  such  pro- 
vision. The  experience  of  the  Board  during  the  four  months 
that  in  its  imperfect  state  the  Work  House  system  has  been 
in  operation,  satisfies  them,  that  when  the  proper  buildings 
shall  be  provided,  and  the  magistracy  of  the  City  shall  thus 
have  the  means  of  making  committals  to  it,  a  vast  saving  in 


the  charitable  expenditures  of  the  City  will  be  effected,  and 
as  great  a  benefit  done  to  the  classes  of  the  community,  which 
furnish  the  objects  of  such  charities.  For  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  on  this  subject,  see  Report  of  Work  House  Committee, 
presented  November  27,  1849,  hereto  annexed. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  average  number  of  inmates  in 
the  Alms  House  proper,  since  it  has  been  under  the  control 
of  this  Board,  as  shoTO  by  the  report  of  the  Warden  of  that 
Institution,  has  been  about  nine  hundred  and  ffty-four^  while 
in  the  late  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Alms 
House,  the  average  number  of  inmates  during  the  year  is 
stated  at  two  thousand  Jive  hundred  and  two,  and  for  several 
years  preceding  it  had  approached  the  same  number.  The 
average,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  present  Warden,  is 
made  from  actual  weekly  enumerations  of  the  inmates ;  that 
given  in  the  previous  annual  reports  from  the  Institution,  the 
Board  of  Governors  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  was  purely 
fictitious,  and  was  known  so  to  be,  both  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Alms  House  and  the  Commissioner.  The  magni- 
tude and  boldness  of  this  imposition  upon  the  public  render 
it  almost  incredible  that  it  should  have  no  foundation.  Such, 
however,  is  the  simple  fact.  The  Alms  House  has  probably 
had  as  many  inmates  during  the  last  eight  months  as  ever, 
and  its  utmost  capacity  would  not  accommodate  as  many,  by 
more  than  a  thousand,  as  are  stated  in  previous  reports  to 
have  been  its  average  population.  The  only  explanation 
given  to  the  Board  of  these  singular  statements  in  the  pre- 
vious reports  of  the  Alms  House  Department,  by  the  officers 
concerned  in  it,  was,  that  the  number  was  made  up  in  the 
same  manner  as  had  been  customary  for  many  years. 


An  important  change  has  been  made  by  the  Board  in  the 
administration  of  Bellevue  Hospital.  An  application  of  the 
general  principles  adopted  for  the  economical  and  responsible 
management  of  all  the  Institutions  rendered  it  expedient, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  to  place  the  Hospital  under  a 
non-professional  Warden,  leaving  the  entire  labor  and  re- 
sponsibility of  its  medical  and  surgical  service  with  the 
Board  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  whom  the  Governors 
on  coming  into  office  found  in  attendance  upon  it.  In 
making  this  change  the  Board  of  Governors  instituted  a 
most  careful  inquiry  into  the  reasons  for  and  against  it,  and 
examined  the  principles  of  management  under  which  similar 
institutions  were  conducted  in  this  country  and  abroad.  They 
also  consulted  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  eminent  medical 
authorities  in  the  community,  as  well  as  those  attached  to 
the  service  of  the  Hospital.  The  result  of  their  examina- 
tions induced  the  change,  and  the  practical  working  of  the 
new  system  has,  in  their  judgment,  confirmed  its  propriety. 

The  administration  of  relief  to  the  poor  at  large,  without 
requiring  the  applicants  to  become  inmates  of  any  of  the 
charitable  institutions  of  the  City,  the  Board  found  in  use 
upon  a  very  extensive  scale.  Its  liabiHty  to  abuse  was  obvi- 
ous and  had  always  been  conceded,  and  whether  it  does  not 
create  more  pauperism  than  it  relieves,  has  been  a  moot 
question  with  the  most  intelligent  and  experienced  friends  of 
the  poor.  The  Board  have  applied  their  most  attentive 
consideration  and  their  utmost  exertions  to  realize  the  bene- 
fits of  this  system,  and  avoid,  as  far  as  may  be,  its  evils. 
They  have,  as  they  believe,  afibrded  as  much  assistance  to 
those  really  necessitous,  as  has  been  done  by  their  predeces- 
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sors,  while  they  have  greatly  reduced  the  expenditures  of  the 
Out  Door  Poor  Department.  They  have  no  reason  to  think 
that  from  the  restrictions  they  have  imposed  on  this  branch 
of  the  City's  charities,  street-begging  has  increased,  or  the 
burdens  upon  the  private  charities  of  our  citizens  been  en- 
hanced. 

The  prevalence  of  the  cholera  during  the  last  summer,  in 
the  community  at  large,  and  in  the  Institutions  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Board,  have  largely  augmented  their  ex- 
penses. Not  only  have  very  considerable  sums  been  required 
for  extra  medical  services  and  remedies,  and  the  burial  of 
the  victims  of  the  pestilence,  but  a  change  of  diet,  and  always 
from  less  to  more  costly  articles  of  consumption,  was  for 
many  weeks  necessary  through  all  the  Institutions,  greatly 
to  the  increase  of  expense.  Besides,  a  greater  laxity  of  dis- 
cipline, and  less  severe  exaction  of  labor,  were  natural  conse- 
quences of  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic,  and  the  Board  feel 
justified  in  the  opinion  that  their  disbursements  have  been 
increased,  by  the  direct  and  indirect  influence  of  this  cause, 
by  upwards  of  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  unfavorable  circumstances  which 
necessarily  attend  first  workings  of  a  fundamental  change  of 
administration,  of  so  extensive  and  complex  a  system  as  that 
of  the  public  charities  of  this  populous  city,  and  the  peculiar 
cause  last  alluded  to,  the  Board  are  satisfied  that  an  increas- 
ed service  has  been  performed  by  them  at  a  less  expenditure 
than  during  previous  years,  and  they  refer  to  the  annexed 
table,  containing  a  comparative  statement  of  the  expenditures 
for  each  department  since  May  8th,  1849,  and  the  corres- 
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ponding  period  of  tlie  previous  year,  making  a  difference  in 
the  economy,  of  ^81,978  74  for  seven  months  and  twenty- 
four  days. 

The  Board  of  Governors,  in  conclusion,  respectfully  call 
your  attention  to  such  legislative  action  as  they  deem  neces- 
sary, to  vest  them  -^'ith  additional  powers  requisite  for  the 
more  satisfactory  discharge  of  the  public  trust  reposed  in 
them. 

1.  The  charge  and  expense  of  the  burial  of  the  poor  at  large, 
as  well  as  of  those  who  die  in  the  various  Institutions  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Governors,  is  devolved  upon  them.  It 
seems  manifestly  proper  that  the  public  burial-place  of  the 
poor  should  be  under  the  management  of  the  Board,  for  the 
very  reason  that  they  have  the  care  of  the  burials  to  be  made 
in  it.  The  present  burial-place  for  the  poor,  called  Potter's 
Field,  is  on  RandalPs  Island,  and  its  proximity  to  the  Nur- 
series, requires  that  it  should  be  within  the  control  of  the 
Governors,  to  prevent  injury  to  the  health  of  the  inmates  of 
that  Institution  from  its  careless  or  mjudicious  management. 
Besides,  the  Governors  have  found  it  impossible  to  prevent 
depredations  upon  the  public  property  at  the  Nurseries,  en- 
couraged by  the  influence  of  persons  employed  at,  or  having 
access  to  the  Potter's  Field.  The  Common  Council  of  the 
City  lately  passed  a  resolution  committing  the  care  of  this 
burial-place  to  the  Board  of  Governors,  but  it  is  at  best  doubt- 
ful whether  the  act  of  the  Common  Council  can  authorize  the 
Governors  to  discharge  duties  not  attributed  to  them  by  any 
law  of  the  State. 

2.  The  Board  of  Governors  should  have  authority  to  keep  in 
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good  order  and  repair  all  the  buildings  and  their  appurtenances 
belonging  to  the  Institutions  under  their  charge,  and  to  build 
such  necessary  additional  buildings  as  the  increasing  demands 
upon  the  public  charities  may  require.  The  present  law 
confers  no  express  power  to  this  effect,  and  much  difference 
of  opinion  has  arisen  as  to  whether  it  follows  by  implication, 
from  the  general  scope  and  spirit  of  the  Act  establisliing  the 
Board.  The  readiest  way  to  solve  the  dijfficulty  seems  to  be 
by  legislative  enactment  on  the  subject. 

3.  The  Act  establishing  a  Work  House  and  placing  its 
management  under  the  Board  of  Governors,  makes  no  pro- 
vision as  to  the  erection  of  necessary  buildings,  nor  does  it 
devolve  upon  the  Governors  the  duty  of  their  erection.  The 
same  authority  which  is  to  have  the  management  of,  and  be 
responsible  for  the  success  of  the  Work  House,  should  cer- 
tainly have  the  planning  and  arrangement  of  the  buildings, 
upon  which  the  discipline  and  labor  of  its  inmates,  and  the 
advantageous  working  of  the  whole  system,  must  so  essentially 
depend.  The  Governors  have  control,  too,  of  the  pauper  and 
convict  labor  on  BlackwelPs  Island,  where  the  buildings  for 
the  Work  House  should  be  located,  and  can  therefore,  as 
they  think,  put  up  the  buildings  at  much  less  cost  to  the  City 
than  any  other  persons  could  do. 

4.  The  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  Act  of  April 
6,  1849,  which  enables  parents  or  relatives  of  children  inden- 
tured by  the  Board,  to  break  up  the  indentures  and  resume 
the  possession  of  their  children,  operates,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  very  injuriously.  It  renders  almost  useless,  practi- 
cally, the  power  of  apprenticing  conferred  on  the  Board,  by 


preventing  those  most  likely  to  benefit  apprentices  from 
taking  them,  while  such  a  provision  of  law  exists,  and  the 
Board  recommend  a  repeal  of  the  proviso.  The  Governors 
have  also  found  that  a  very  general,  and  as  they  think  most 
useful  disposition  of  the  children  under  their  charge  might  be 
made  by  placing  them  with  the  farmers  and  mechanics  in  the 
agricultural  districts  of  the  country.  They  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  they  should  have  power  to  indenture  to  citizens  of 
other  States  of  the  Union,  with  proper  restrictions. 

5.  It  seems  important  to  the  Board  that  they  should  have 
^  power  in  relation  to  the  class  of  inmates  in  the  Penitentiary 
and  Work  House,  who  are  committed  for  no  particular  or 
positive  crime,  but  as  vagrants  or  disorderly  persons,  to  trans- 
fer them  from  one  Institution  under  their  charge  to  another, 
at  their  discretion.  It  is  only  by  a  provision  of  this  kind, 
that  any  classification  can  be  made  of  the  very  heterogeneous 
crowd  of  inmates  committed  under  these  general  heads,  and 
in  which  are  included  both  sexes,  all  ages,  and  every  grade 
of  depravity,  and  every  stage  of  proficiency  in  vice.  The 
committing  magistrate  cannot,  from  a  cursory  inspection,  so 
well  determine  the  most  proper  place  for  the  permanent  loca- 
tion of  the  subject  of  his  sentence  as  can  this  Board,  when 
his  character  and  conduct  shall  have  become  known  to  their 
officers,  after  he  has  come  under  their  charge.  The  same 
reasons  render  it  advisable  that  the  Board  should  also  have 
the  power  of  remitting  a  portion  of  the  term  of  confine- 
ment of  the  same  class  of  inmates,  and  discharging  them 
when  their  own  good  and  that  of  the  public  should  concur  to 
render  it  expedient  so  to  do.  This  power  is  now  lodged  only 
with  the  Governor  of  the  State,  as  included  in  the  general 


pardoning  power,  and  is  seldom  invoked  on  behalf  of  the  class 
now  under  consideration  ;  their  condition  being  in  fact  rather 
that  of  paupers  than  of  criminals,  and  being  generally  so  re- 
garded. 

6.  A  large  class  of  commitments  to  the  Penitentiary  consists 
of  those  who  have  contracted  venereal  disease  in  the  practice 
of  prostitution,  and  who  become  and  remain  inmates  of  the 
Penitentiary  Hospital  for  the  whole  or  a  great  part  of  the 
term  of  their  confinement.  Their  commitment  is  generally 
procured  by  the  keepers  of  houses  of  prostitution,  who  profit 
by  the  gains  of  these,  their  miserable  victims,  and  who  avail 
of  this  public  charity  to  restore  them  to  health  that  they  may 
again  return  to  their  vile  vocation.  The  amount  of  this 
branch  of  expenditure  by  the  City  is  very  great,  and  as  at 
present  administered  seems  to  enure  only  to  the  benefit  of  the 
keepers  of  houses  of  prostitution.  The  Board  are  of  opinion 
that  the  power  in  cases  of  this  kind  to  commit  the  party, 
after  a  cure  in  the  hospital,  to  the  Work  House,  until  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  labor  should  have  discharged  the  expense  of  their 
maintenance  and  cure,  might  be  most  beneficially  entrusted  to 
them.  The  arguments  for  this  are  threefold,  and  may  be 
briefly  stated  thus  : — first,  the  disease  is  not  from  misfor- 
tune, but  is  the  direct  product  of  vice,  and  it  is  most  just 
that  the  recipient  of  this  charity,  when  able  to  labor,  should 
discharge  the  debt  thus  incurred ;  second,  the  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  keepers  of  houses  of  prostitution  that  their  in- 
mates, if  thrown  upon  the  public  charities  for  a  cure  of  dis- 
eases contracted  in  their  service,  must  be  detained  for  a  con- 
siderable period  from  the  renewal  of  their  vicious  courses, 
would  in  many  cases  secure  the  public  against  this  burden  ; 
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and  tMrd,  the  adoption  of  tliis  system  would  give  the  unfor- 
tunate victims  time  after  their  recovery  from  disease  and  op- 
portunity for  the  formation  of  industrious  habits,  and  afford 
some  chance  of  escape  from  the  pollution,  a  return  to  which 
under  the  present  system  is  almost  inevitable. 

The  Board  of  Governors  have  deemed  it  a  duty  thus  to 
state  the  defects  and  omissions,  as  they  regard  them,  in  the 
laws  under  which  they  act,  and  to  suggest  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  Legislature  such  remedies  for  them  as  their  experience 
induces  them  to  believe  would  be  effectual,  supposing  that  the 
object  of  the  provision  of  the  Statute,  in  pursuance  of  which 
this  report  is  made,  may  be  best  subserved  by  an  expression 
of  the  results  of  their  own  deliberations  upon  the  subjects  of 
public  concern  placed  under  their  control,  as  well  as  an  ex- 
position of  the  facts  upon  which  such  conclusions  are  founded. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SIMEON  DRAPER,  President. 
FRANCIS  R.  TILLOU,  Secretary 
SCHUREMAN  HALSTED. 
JONATHAN  I.  CODDINGTON. 
RICHARD  S.  WILLIAMS. 
WILLIAM  T.  PINKNEY. 
ISAAC  TOWNSEND. 
TIMOTHY  DALY. 
PETER  McLOUGHLIN. 
WILLIAM  M.  EVARTS. 

To 

The  Legislature  of  the 

State  of  New  York. 

The  Common  Council,  of  the 

City  of  New  York. 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURES  FOR  THE  VARIOUS  DEPARTMENTS  FOR  CORRESPONDING 

PERIODS  IN  THE  YEARS  1848  AND  1849. 


Alms  House  

Bellevue  Hospital  

City  Prison  

Colored  Home  

Colored  Orphan  Asylum. 

Lunatic  Asylum  

Nurscrv  


Nursery  Hospital.  

Old  Alms  House  >.  

Out  Door  Poor.   

Peiiitoiitiary  and  Hospital  ■. 

Por„.,,_()(li,.c.  of  Chief  

2d  I  )isti-ict  Police  

3d     do.  do  

Randall's  Island  •  

Small  Pox  Hos])ital  

Store  House,  Blaekwell's  Island. 
Store  House,  Randall's  Island.. 
Work  House  


Cr.  Small  Pox  Hospital   ..     fl59  02 

Store  House,  Blaekwell's  Island.  11,378  76 


11,537  78 

Less  Receipts  Small  Pox  Hospital . .       441  62 


$11,096  16 


From  8th  May  to  31st  December,  1848. 


Supplies. 


$57,500 
25,257 
7,115 
4,551 
1,898 
22,240 
21,113 
2,190 
7,142 
56,998 
33,840 
34 
757 
967 
11,332 
187 


$252,628  98 


Salaries. 


Total. 


5,057  321 
3,934  28! 
5,946  10 


3,700  00 
2,992  18| 
723  03! 


650  27 
650  27 
455  16 


62,558  30 

29,191  78 

13,061  73 

4,551  11 

1,398  29 

25,940  84 

24,105  33 

2,913  54 

16,583  24 

56,998  69 

45,341  04 

34  43 

1,407  52 

1,618  18 

11,787  54 

187  74 


45,050  32 


297,679  30 


From  8th  May  to  31st  December,  1849. 


Su^pli 


19,352  02 

24,300  53 

6,931  84 

3,945  88 

1,688  94 

18,181  59 

22,557  24 

5,597  28 

8,956  77 

25,725  33 

32,928  99 

17  37 

244  47i 

483  01 

1,610  75 


Salaries. 


2,476  07 
3,887  34 
6,484  32 


3,497  99 
1,526  35 
1,256  71 
5,737  82 


10,004  32 


744  90 
675  48 
945  29 


1,392  01 
13,748  06 


187,662  08 


11,096  16 


846  19 
535  45 
1,516  41 


39,134  64 


Amount  expenditures  from  8th  May  to  31st  December,  1848. 
Do.  do.  do.  1849. 


297,679  30 
215,700  56 


Less  expense  of  1849. 


$81,978  74 
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WOEK  HOUSE. 


The  Committee,  on  Work  House,  of  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors of  the  Alms  House  Department,  respectfully  submit  the 
following 

REPORT : 

"  An  Act  for  the  establisliment  of  a  Work  House  for  the  employment  of 
persons  committed  to  the  City  Prisons  and  Alms  House  of  the  City  of 
New- York,  passed  April  11,  18-19,    Three-fifths  being  present. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  JYew-York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows  : 

"  Section  1.  There  shall  be  established  a  Work  House, 
for  the  employment  of  persons  committed  to  the  City  Prisons, 
Penitentiary  and  Alms  House,  in  the  City  of  New- York." 

The  passage  of  the  law  of  April  11,  1849,  of  which  the 
above  is  an  extract,  made  it  imperative  on  the  part  of  the 
City  to  establish  a  Work  House  ;  and  the  Board,  to  meet  its 
requirements  as  fully  as  their  powers  permit,  have,  at  as  early 
a  moment  as  was  practicable,  (without  the  necessary  build- 
ings,) commenced  the  nucleus  of  a  Work  House  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Superintendent  thereof,  and  making  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  which  their  limited  conveniences  enabled 
them  to  provide. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  only  resource  on  which  they 
could  rely  for  inmates,  was  that  clause  in  the  law  wliich  en- 


16 


abled  them  to  make  commitments  from  the  Alms  House  to  the 
Work  House — no  regard  whatever  having  been  paid  to  the 
law  by  the  committing  magistrates,  as  is  amply  proved  by  the 
fact  that,  up  to  this  time,  not  one  person  has  been  sent  to  the 
Work  House,  except  by  the  order  of  the  Governors  them- 
selves. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  branch  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Governors  may,  under  judicious  and  ener- 
getic management,  be  made  one  of  great  usefulness.  They 
anticipate,  with  confidence,  the  accomplishment  of  the  follow- 
ing important  results : — 

1.  The  elevation  and  improvement  of  a  portion  at  least  of 
the  inmates.  The  statements  annexed  show  that  a  number 
have  already  made  exertions  to  commence  a  new  course  of  life 
for  themselves  on  the  expiration  of  their  commitment. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Books  of  the  Work 
House,  showing  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  persons  who  have 
been  rewarded  for  their  mdustry  during  their  term  of  service, 
viz  : — 


No.  1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

JSames. 

Term. 

Uischarged. 

Occupation. 

Amt.pd 

w.s.w  

M.  C  

(Jr.  T  

R.  F  

G.  H  

3  mos. 
3  mos. 
6  mos. 
3  mos. 
3  mos 
3  mos. 
3  mos. 

Sept.  28. 
Sept.  14. 
Oct.  27. 
Nov.  22. 
"  22. 

A  Tinsmith. 
A  Tailor. 
A  Carpenter. 
A  Mason. 
A  Carpenter. 
(( 

$17  65 
4  63 
20  93 
13  42 
3  29 
2  20 
6  SO 

"  25. 

"  26. 

Is.  G  

A  Laborer. 

Heretofore  the  Alms  House  has  been  the  home  of  most  of 
this  class,  without  the  stimulus  of  a  regular  employment,  but 
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eking  out  a  miserable  existence  amid  tlie  huddling  masses  of 
a  stupid,  indolent,  unambitious  population,  without  the  neces- 
sary classification  to  give  the  least  encouragement  to  those, 
who  are  even  able  and  willing  to  work,  and  would  be  more 
contented  and  happy,  under  a  regular  system  of  emploj^ment. 
The  Committee  have  already  experienced  enough  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  organization  of  the  Work  House,  to  induce 
them  to  make  every  effort  in  their  power  to  perfect  their  plans 
for  its  future  government,  believing  that  nothing  can  possibly 
operate  so  deleteriously  upon  the  human  mind  in  any  condition, 
as  idleness ;  they  would,  if  governed  by  philanthropy  alone,  de- 
mand for  these  unfortunate  portions  of  our  race,  the  healthful 
and  invigorating  blessing  of  a  regular  and  honest  employments 
It  will  be  seen,  on  reference  to  the  accounts  opened  with  the 
inmates,  that  such  has  been  the  stimulating  effects  of  the- 
system,  (as  yet  but  partially  and  imperfectly  established,) 
that,  besides  having  paid  by  their  labor  for  their  entire  sub- 
sistence, board,  clothing,  and  medical  treatment^  there  are 
instances  of  inmates  leaving  the  Island  with  money  sufficient 
to  enable  them  to  place  themselves  in  the  way  of  employment, 
which  will  enable  them  honorably  to  support  those  who  are 
dependent  on  them.    Nothing  can  do  more  to  retard  the  much 
desired  object  of  withdrawing  from  the  purlieus  of  crime  those 
who  are  turned  towards  its  destructive  influence,  than  the 
continuation  of  a  system  of  throwing  together,  without  dis- 
crimination as  to  crime,  age  or  circumstance,  the  masses  of 
human  beings  who  compose  the  sediment  of  a  populous  city 
like  ours. 

2.  The  economy  of  the  establishment  promises  to  revolu- 
tionize the  entire  system  of  Charity  and  Alms.  Sufficient 
(2) 
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^  has  already  been  done  to  enable  the  Committee  to  aver  with 
confidence,  that  a  more  perfect  system,  such  as  they  hope  to 
see  established,  will  go  very  far  toward  paying  its  own  ex- 
penses, after  once  fairly  put  in  operation. 

3.  The  inducements  of  idleness  which  have  heretofore  been 
held  out  to  the  inmates  of  the  Alms  House,  have  served  to 
keep  up  a  permanent  family  of  dependents.  There  is  a  class 
of  persons  w^ho  seem  to  be  adapted  by  nature  to  fill  up  that 
institution,  their  chief  difference  from  others  being  that  of  a 
natural  repugnance  to  any  labor.  A  change  from  their  quar- 
ters in  the  Alms  House,  to  the  Work  House,  will  conduce  to 
their  permanent  good,  however  reluctantly  embraced.  There 
was  a  diminution  of  some  seventy  in  number  of  the  most  able 
inmates  of  the  Alms  House  within  two  or  three  daj^s,  on  the 
organization  of  the  Work  House,  showing  that  parties  had 
full  confidence  in  their  ability  to  get  a  living,  if  compelled  to 
do  so. 

Your  Committee  have  thus  called  the  attention  of  the  Board 
to  some  of  the  considerations  which  induce  them  to  ask  their 
co-operation  in  the  desire  to  give  the  system  the  necessary 
impetus  and  direction  to  enable  them  to  realize  their  earnest 
hopes  and  expectations. 

It  cannot  but  be  apparent  to  every  member  of  the  Board, 
that  to  enable  us  to  make  a  satisfactory  commencement,  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  erecting  the  suitable  and  necessary 
buildings,  and  to  classify  and  employ  the  inmates.  The  Com- 
mittee submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  a  plan  which 
has  been  drawn  up  under  the  mstruction  of  the  Superintend- 


1^ 

ent,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  and  respectfully  ask  that  the  Board 
should  join  in  an  application  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for 
the  creation  of  a  six  per  cent,  stock,  payable  in  twenty  years, 
to  an  amount  to  cover  the  cost  of  such  buildings  as  may  be 
requisite  for  the  "wants  of  the  County.  They  would  recom- 
mend that  the  amount  should  not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ;  that  the  present  calculation  is,  that  the  sum  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars  would  be  sufficient,  and  with  the  labor  of  the 
Island,  it  may  be  found  that  even  a  less  amount  would  an- 
swer. It  is,  however,  considered  important  to  be  sufficiently 
fortified  in  this  respect,  as  to  make  the  institution  as  com- 
plete as  possible,  without  the  expenditure  of  any  portion  of 
the  fund  for  any  purpose  beyond  the  requirements  for  its  per- 
manency, economy  and  convenience. 

The  labor  already  performed  by  the  inmates  of  the  Work 
House,  (who  are  as  yet  boarders  in  the  Alms  House,)  estab- 
lishes conclusively  the  importance  of  an  early  separation. 
Already  there  have  been  great  changes  wrought  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Island,  under  the  operation  of  this  law,  and  the 
Superintendent  expresses  the  greatest  confidence  in  not  only 
being  able  to  increase  the  product  of  his  present  force,  but 
in  gradually  bringing  into  requisition  a  much  larger  number, 
including  a  great  number  who  have,  thus  far,  for  want  of  the 
necessary  provision  of  work-shops,  been  without  employment. 

The  system  of  committing  vagrants  to  the  Penitentiary, 
without  discrimination  as  to  age,  crime,  color,  profession,  or 
trade,  has  been  so  often  expatiated  upon,  that  nothing  is  left 
for  the  Committee  to  suggest.  They,  however,  deem  it  their 
duty  to  refer  to  the  subject  as  one  of  the  greatest  importance. 
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ALMS  HOUSE. 


To  Simeon  Draper,  Esq.,  President,  and  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  Alms  House  Department  of  the  City 
of  JYew-  York. 

Gentlemen  : — 

Agreeably  to  a  request,  communicated  to  me  from  the 
Committee  of  your  Board,  requiring  a  statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  persons  admitted  in  the  Ahns  House,  those  discharged, 
the  deaths,  also  their  places  of  nativity,  etc.,  I  herewith  pre- 
sent to  you  the  following  Report : — 

THE  health,  etc. 

The  general  health  of  the  inmates,  sinc6  I  have  had  charge 
of  the  Institution,  (with  the  exception  of  the  epidemic  which 
prevailed  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September 
last,)  has  been  good  ;  the  particulars  relating  to  the  sanatory 
condition  of  the  Institution,  I  presume  you  will  receive  a  fur- 
ther and  more  detailed  statement  of,  from  Dr.  Kelly,  the 
Resident  Physician  of  the  Island. 

the  buildings,  etc. 

The  buildings  are  at  present  much  out  of  repair,  and  grad- 
ually decaying,  and  require  immediate  attention.    In  many 
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of  the  rooms,  tlie  walls  and  ceilings  are  much  damaged,  and 
in  some  places  fallen  down.  The  balconies  or  piazzas,  in 
consequence  of  the  floors  not  having  a  sufficient  descent  to 
carry  off  the  water,  are  rapidly  decajdng,  and  fast  destroying 
the  ceilings  and  other  work  underneath.  The  slating  on  the 
roofs  in  many  places  requires  repairing. 

There  are  now  fifty-one  rooms  in  the  two  buildings,  which 
will  only  accommodate  twenty-two  persons  in  each,  having  in 
view  a  proper  regard  for  the  healthful  condition  of  the  in- 
mates. There  are  at  present  remaining  in  the  Institution 
one  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  inmates. 


Men,    .   590 

Women,  516 

Boys,...   39 

Girls,..'  1   ....  52 


Total,  ...1,197 

Native,..-  •  202 

Foreign,  995 


And  as  it  is  to  be  presumed  at  this  inclement  season  of  the 
year  the  numbers  will  be  greatly  increased,  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  the  propriety  of  making  such  further  room  or 
accommodation  as  you  may  deem  expedient  to  meet  such 
anticipated  increase. 

In  my  communication,  dated  6th  September  last,  I  suggest- 
•     ed,  and  again  take  the  liberty  of  recommending,  that  "  the 
Institution  generally  would  be  much  improved,  and  substan- 
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tially  benefited  by  a  good  coat  of  durable  paint;"  also  that 
"  the  flagging  of  the  front  and  rear  of  both  the  main  buildings 
be  extended  as  far  as  the  inner  side  of  the  towers,  as  a  means 
of  increasing  the  comfort  of  those  dwelling  on  the  basement 
floors,  and  adding  to  the  general  neatness  of  that  part  of  the 
Institution." 

A  building  to  be  used  as  a  barn  is  also  much  wanted,  as  a 
place  to  keep  straw  for  the  bedding  of  the  inmates  and  hay 
for  the  cattle,  the  place  now  occupied  being  unfit  for  that  use. 

WATER. 

This  part  of  the  Island  is  greatly  in  want  of  a  further  sup- 
ply of  water  ;  all  that  is  used  has  to  be  carted  from  wells  at 
some  distance,  for  cooking,  washing,  and  other  purposes.  In 
consequence  of  these  wells  being  dry  at  certain  periods,  I  have 
been  under  the  necessity  of  sending  to  the  City  for  water.  If 
practicable,  the  Croton  water  should  be  introduced  on  the  Is- 
land ;  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  those  in  the  Institution, 
both  for  health  as  well  as  cleanliness. 

/  WASH-HOUSES. 

I  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
to  the  necessity  of  erecting  suitable  buildings  to  be  used  as 
wash-houses,  one  for  the  male,  also  one  for  the  female  de- 
partment ;  the  present  one  being  so  constructed  that  there  is 
not  sufficient  room  for  the  purposes  intended,  and  now  requir- 
ed, many  of  the  women  are  compelled  to  do  their  washing  in 
the  open  air. 
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HEATING  THE  ROOMS. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  some  other  mode  may  be  adopt- 
ed of  heating  the  rooms,  than  the  present  plan  by  heaters.  I 
am  of  the  opmion  that  a  great  improvement  can  be  made  by 
the  use  of  stoves  of  suitable  size,  both  for  health  as  well  as 
comfort  of  the  inmates,  and  also  a  great  reduction  in  the  ex- 
penses in  that  department.  Two  in  each  room  of  the  female 
department.  In  the  male  department  on  the  ground  floor, 
two,  these  rooms  being  occupied  altogether  by  the  aged  and 
infirm,  who  are  the  greater  part  of  the  time  necessarily  con- 
fined to  their  wards ;  and  one  in  each  of  the  rooms  on  the 
second  and  third  stories,  those  persons  being  during  the  day 
at  work,  and  seldom  have  occasion  to  be  in  their  rooms  until 
evening,  when  they  are  about  retiring. 

FIRE. 

In  the  event  of  fire  occurring  in  either  of  the  buildings,  it 
might  result  in  the  loss  of  considerable  property.  I  would 
therefore  recommend  that  provision  be  made  for  locating  a 
proper  fire  engine  here,  with  the  necessary  quantity  of  hose 
attached,  which  could  be  used  to  great  advantage  in  case  it 
should  be  required. 

FENCES,  WALLS,  ETC. 

The  improvements  long  and  much  required,  in  building  walls 
and  fences,  and  terracing  the  grounds,  have  been  rapidly 
progressing,  under  the  superintendence  of  Harmon  Eldredge, 
Esq.,  Superintendent  of  the  Work  House.  The  grounds  at- 
tached to  this  Institution,  used  for  raising  vegetables,  require 
fencing  as  a  means  of  protection,  as  well  as  the  improvement 
it  would  make  in  the  appearance  of  the  place. 
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Nativity  of  persons  admitted  in  the  Alms  House,  Black- 
welPs  Island,  from  8th  May  to  31st  December,  1849. 


Natives   411 

England   92 

Ireland   1,006 

Scotland   36 

Germany   89 

Other  countries   38 

1,672 


There  have  been  raised  during  the  season  on  the  grounds 
belonging  to  this  Department,  as  follows  : — 

8  tons  of  Hay, 
420  bushels  Potatoes, 


223 

do 

Turnips, 

60 

do 

Tomatoes, 

40 

do 

Beets, 

150 

do 

Sugar  Beets, 

60 

do 

Carrots, 

40 

do 

Leeks, 

8350  heads  Cabbage, 
1000     do  Celery, 
And  a  quantity  of  other  Vegetables. 

When  I  took  possession  of  my  office,  there  were 

60  Hogs  and  Pigs. 
Received  from  the  Lunatic  Asylum,     30    do.  do. 
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Slaughtered  this  fall,  7,050  weight  of  Pork,  which  will  be 
used  for  the  Alms  House. 

There  now  remain  in  my  possession, 
3  Horses, 

1  yoke  of  Oxen,  and 
154  Hogs  and  Pigs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  FITCH, 

Warden  of  Alms  Bouse, 

Alms  House,  Blackwell's  Island,  ) 
December  31, 1849.  5 
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BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms 
House  Department  of  the  City  of  JVew-  York, 

Gentlemen  :  — 

In  accordance  witli  your  instructions,  I  beg  leave  to  report 
tliat  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Warden  of  Bellevue  Hospi- 
tal on  the^  first  day  of  October  last ;  and  that  I  found  the 
Store  Room  very  bare  of  supplies  (vide  Inventory  rendered  at 
the  time),  and  the  building  itself  in  a  very  dilapidated  condi- 
tion. The  latter  has  been  somewhat  remedied  by  temporary 
repairs  to  the  roof  and  windows,  and  glazing  throughout  the 
house,  by  order  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  warming  of  the  Wards  is  in  process  of  being  com- 
pleted, new  stoves  being  put  up  where  the  old  ones  are  unfit 
for  use  ;  pulleys  and  weights  have  been  attached  to  each  door, 
and  thermometers  furnished  to  each  Ward  by  the  Board  of 
Governors,  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Board,  which,  hav- 
ing been  marked  (for  the  government  of  the  orderlies  and 
nurses)  at  67  degrees,  will  economize  the  consumption  of 
fuel,  as  well  as  be  conducive  to  the  health  of  patients. 

As  to  the  police  of  the  department,  I  think  that  through 
the  co-operation  of  Mr.  Sutton,  the  Clerk,  and  the  Medical 
Staff  of  the  Institution,  some  improvement  has  been  made. 
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The  wliole  number  of  patients  (as  per  books)  remaining  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  IS^O,  was  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven.  From  the  1st  of  January  to  the  Tth  of  May,  1849, 
inclusive,  there  were  admitted  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  ;  discharged,  one  thousand  and  twenty  ;  died,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three  ;  and  remainnig,  five  hundred  and 
fifty-six.  From  May  Tth,  1849,  to  December  31st,  1849, 
inclusive,  the  admissions  have  been  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  eighty- two ;  discharges,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  ninety-six ;  and  deaths,  three  hundred  and  thirty ;  re- 
maining, five  hundred  and  twelve  ;  making  a  total  for  the 
year,  of  admissions,  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen ;  discharges,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen  ; 
and  deaths,  four  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  has  been  two  hun- 
dred and  eight ;  of  which  eighty-four  occurred  previous  to 
the  8th  of  May  last,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
subsequently. 

Subjoined  is  a  table  compiled  from  the  Hospital  records, 
showing  the  number  of  admissions,  discharges  and  deaths,  for 
each  month  during  the  year  ;  also  a  statement  of  the  respec- 
tive nativities  of  the  persons  admitted. 

The  accompanjdng  report  of  the  Clerk  will  show  you  the 
quantity  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  which  has  been  made  up 
by  the  inmates  of  the  house,  and  which  has  been  sufficient 
for  the  supply  of  the  Hospital,  with  the  exception  of  six  dozen 
shirts  sent  from  the  Alms  House.  I  have  not  deemed  it 
necessary  to  report  the  daily  consumption  of  supplies,  as  these 
particulars  are  furnished  in  my  weekly  reports. 
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As  to  the  -wants  of  the  Institution,  I  beg  leave  to  quote 
from  last  year's  report,  which  expresses  my  \dews  on  the  sub- 
ject fully,  viz : — 

"1st.  Iron  bedsteads,  to  the  number  of"  Five  hundred, 
which,  with  the  few  now  here,  will  be  sufficient  for  all  the 
inmates,  who  can  be  comfortably  provided  for  in  our  present 
Wards,  and  probably  adequate  to  any  demand  which  may  be 
made  upon  the  Institution,  at  least  for  some  years  to  come." 

"  2.  Protection  from  fire,  by  covering  the  extensive  shingle 
roof  with  slate,  tin,  or  the  newly  discovered  cement.  At 
present  the  danger  is  imminent,  and  the  disaster  of  a  confla- 
gration here,  with  so  many  sick  and  infirm,  is  too  terrible  to 
contemplate  without  emotion,  and  should  prompt  to  every 
possible  precaution." 

I  would  earnestly  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
having  the  fences  and  walls  so  elevated  (they  are  now,  on 
the  First  Avenue,  but  about  five  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
street)  that  liquor  may  not  be  introduced  clandestinely,  or 
public  property  feloniously  passed  out,  to  the  subversion  of  the 
discipline  of  the  house. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

By  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  MANN, 
Warden  of  Bellevue  Hospital, 

January  1,  1850. 
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NATIVITIES  or  THOSE  ADMITTED. 


Ireland,  2,052 

England,  138 

Scotland,   63 

United  States,   618 

Germany,  193 

Other  Countries,   50 


3,114 
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MEDICAL  BOAED. 


To  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

Gentlemen  : — 

By  direction  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Bellevne  Hospital,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1849. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  T.  METCALFE,  M.D., 

Secretary  of  the  Board, 

New-York,  January  31,  1850. 


To  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House  : — 

The  Medical  Board  of  Bellevue  Hospital  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  present  the  following  as  their  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1849  : — 

The  whole  number  of  persons  under  treatment  during  the 
year,  was  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eleven.  Of 
these,  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  died.  This  gives  a  rate 
of  mortality  of  a  fraction  over  thirteen  per  cent.,  being  a  di- 
minution of  about  one  per  cent,  on  the  rate  of  the  previous 


36 

year.  This  must  be  considered  a  very  favorable  exhibit, 
when  the  following  circumstances  are  taken  into  consider- 
ation : — 

1.  Greater  strictness  than  heretofore  has  been  exercised 
in  receiving  persons  who  were  unfit  subjects  for  treatment. 
This,  while  it  diminished  the  whole  number  treated,  makes 
the  per-centage  of  deaths  larger  than  it  would  otherwise  have 
been,  t 

2.  The  cholera  visited  the  Hospital  during  the  summer, 
and  though  the  number  attacked  was  under  all  the  circum- 
stances surprisingly  small,  yet  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 
epidemic  influence  which  existed,  had  a  very  unfavorable  efiect 
upon  patients  sick  with  other  diseases,  especially  in  those 
cases  where  the  digestive  organs  were  involved. 

To  these  considerations  must  be  added  the  standing  fact, 
that  a  very  large  number  of  the  patients  in  this  Hospital  are 
afiected  with  diseases  of  an  incurable  nature,  and  come  in  to 
remain  until  death  relieves  them,  whether  that  be  a  longer  or 
shorter  time.  Hence  the  proportion  of  deaths  is  larger  than 
in  hospitals  where  only  acute  diseases  are  treated.  For  illus- 
tration of  this  remark  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  sta- 
tistical tables  annexed  to  this  report,  showing  the  diseases  of 
those  who  were  discharged  and  of  those  who  died  during  the 
year.  It  will  be  perceived  that  of  the  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  deaths,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three,  or  nearly  thir- 
ty-six per  cent.,  were  from  consumption. 


The  Medical  Board  offer  their  congratulations  to  the  Board 
of  Governors,  upon  the  progressive  improvement  in  the  con- 
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dition  of  the  Hospital.  During  tlie  year  a  radical  change  has 
been  made  in  the  organization.  The  office  of  Resident  Physi- 
cian has  been  abolished,  and  a  Warden  appointed  instead.  A 
new  code  of  regulations,  for  the  government  of  the  house,  has 
been  adopted.  It  will  be  recollected  that  soon  after  the  wise 
law  went  into  operation,  which  vested  the  entire  control  of 
this  establishment,  as  well  as  the  other  charitable  institutions 
of  the  City,  in  the  Board  of  Governors,  your  honorable  body  pro- 
posed to  the  Medical  Board  two  questions,  viz :  first,  wheth- 
er the  office  of  Resident  Physician  could  be  dispensed  with, 
without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  sick ;  and,  second, 
whether  the  Medical  Board  were  willing  to  assume  the  entire 
responsibility  of  the  medical  management,  a  Warden  being 
appointed  to  attend  to  the  economical  concerns  of  the  house. 
To  these  questions,  this  Board  promptly  and  unhesitatingly 
replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
the  contemplated  change  was  effected. 

The  Medical  Board  take  pleasure  in  assuring  your  honora- 
ble body,  that  as  yet  no  ill  consequences  have  resulted  from 
the  measure,  but  on  the  contrary,  as  they  sincerely  believe,  a 
great  amount  of  good.  They  may  enumerate  as  among  the  ad- 
vantages, that — First,  there  is  no  conflict  of  authority,  which, 
where  it  exists  in  matters  of  medical  treatment,  must  mate- 
rially impair  its  efficiency.  Second,  there  is  no  division  of  re- 
sponsibility. Each  of  the  medical  officers  is  held  strictly 
accountable  for  the  satisfactory  performance  of  his  duties. 
Third,  the  police  of  the  house  is  better  maintained,  increased 
order  and  cleanliness  being  observable  in  every  part.  The 
change  was  effected  quietly,  and  none  of  the  inconveniences 
usually  experienced  during  a  state  of  transition  were  felt. 
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For  this  the  Medical  Board  feel  greatly  indebted  to  the  War- 
den, Col.  Mann,  whose  mild  and  courteous,  but  at  the  same 
time  eflScient  manner  of  performing  his  functions,  has  secured 
for  him  the  esteem  and  good-will  of  all,  it  is  believed,  who  are 
attached  to  the  Institution .  In  this  connection ,  also,  the  Board 
would  take  occasion  to  speak  favorably  of  the  other  officers  of 
the  house,  and  in  particular  of  the  house  physicians  and  sur- 
geons, who,  notwithstanding  the  trying  circumstances  in  which 
they  have  been  placed  during  the  past  year,  have  been  found 
generally  faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

But  especially  would  the  Medical  Board  express  their  grat- 
itude to  the  Board  of  Governors,  for  the  enlightened  and  lib- 
eral manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  the  affairs  of  the 
Institution.  Though  so  short  a  time  has  elapsed  since  their 
administration  commenced,  much  has  been  accomplished,  and 
the  Medical  Board  feel  that  the  means  in  their  hands  for  the 
alleviation  of  the  sufferings  of  the  sick,  have  been  very  mate- 
rially increased.  This  Board  look  forward  with  confident 
expectation  to  a  continuance  of  this  liberal  system,  by  which 
the  necessities  of  the  sick  poor  are  promptly  and  effectually 
supplied,  the  public  interests  strictly  cared  for,  and  the  cause 
of  true  science  and  sound  medical  learning  steadily  promoted. 
Under  such  auspices,  the  Medical  Board  do  not  hesitate  to 
predict  for  the  Bellevue  Hospital  a  future  which  shall  reflect 
honor  upon  all  who  have  participated  in  its  re-organization  and 
management.  They  assure  the  Board  of  Governors  that  no 
endeavors  shall  be  wanting  on  their  part  to  produce  such  a 
result,  and  they  trust  another  year's  experience  of  the  system 
now  in  operation  will  satisfy  the  most  sceptical  of  its  advan- 
tages over  any  heretofore  existing. 
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The  wants  of  the  establishment  are  for  the  most  part  so 
well  known  and  appreciated  by  the  Board  of  Governors,  that 
it  is  only  deemed  necessary  here  to  allude  to  the  most  urgent 
of  them.  These  they  have  no  doubt  will  be  supplied  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment.    They  are, 

1st.  Such  a  roof  as  will  afford  adequate  protection  to  the 
building  against  fire.  The  fact  that  the  roof  has  been  on 
fire  several  times  within  a  few  months,  makes  the  importance 
of  this  recommendation  apparent. 

2d.  A  suitable  wall  to  enclose  the  grounds.  Without  this, 
it  is  impossible  to  prevent  thefts,  the  introduction  of  spirit- 
uous liquors  into  the  house,  and  other  ofiences  against  order 
and  propriety. 

3d.  Suitable  offices  for  cooking,  washmg,  etc.  That  gi-eat 
economy  would  result  from  a  proper  provision  of  this  sort 
cannot  be  doubted. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  R.  MANLEY,  President. 
John  T.  Metcalfe,  Secretary, 
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TABLE 

Of  the  Diseases  of  those  Discharged  from  Bellevue  Hospital  during  the 
year  ending  Zlst  December,  1849. 


Abortion. ............ 

Abscess  i  

"     in  axilla  

"  lumbar  

"     in  perineum ... . 

"     mammary.  . .  . . 

"     scrofulous.  . .'. . 

"  strumous...... 

Albuminuria. ........... 

Amaurosis  . . . 

Amenorrhoea  

Amputation  -. . 

Anasarca  .  ►  

Anaemia  

Anthrax  

Ascites  

Asthma  

Bed-sore  

Blepharophthalmia  

Bronchitis  

"  chronic  

"  senilis  

Bubo  

Cancer  of  testicle  

"     of  stomach  . . . . 
Caries,  phalangeal  bones 
"     tarsal  bones  . . . 

"  rib  

Cataract  

Catarrh  

Carcinoma  

Cephalalgia  


4 
28 
1 
3 
2 
3 
2 
1 
7 
4 
26 
5 
5 
2 
1 
12 
5 
2 
1 

76 
5 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
7 
1 
6 


Cholera  

Cholera  morbus  

Chlorosis  

Cirrhosis  

Colica  pictorum  

Colitis,  chronic  

Concussion  

Congestio  cerebri  

Conjunctivitis  

"        chronic  . . . 
Constriction  of  os  uteri.. 

Constipatio  

Contusion  

Coup  de  Soleil  

Coxalgia  

Curvature  of  spine  .... 
Contraction  of  tendons.. 

Debilitas  

Delirium  Tremens  

Dementia  

Diarrhoea  

"  chronic  

"  Mexican  

Dislocation  of  clavicle  . . 
"        of  humerus.. 
"        of  femur  . . . 
Disease  of  kidneys  ..... 

Disease  of  heart  

"  "  valvular. 

Diseased  imagination. . . 

Dysenteria  

Dysmenorrhcea  


3 
2 
2 
3 
7 
1 
2 
1 

23 
3 
1 
3 

36 
4 
3 
1 
1 

31 

46 
4 

99 
4 
3 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 
5 
1 

97 
3 
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Dyspepsia  

Dysuria  

Eczema  

Emesis  

Emphysema  

Empyema  

Endo-Carditic  

Enteritis  

Entropion  

Epilepsy  

"      traumatic . 

Epistaxis  

Erysipelas  

Erythema  

Exhaustion  


Febris 

consecutiva. . . . 

it 

a 

intermittens.. . . 

u 

66 

66 

tjpb  V 

66 

"  et  Pneumonia 

Fistula 

66 

66 

Fracture,   arm,  (com- 

pound) .... 

a 

66 

Cond.  Femoris 

66 

66 

costarum .... 

66 

66 

leg(compound) 

66 

max.  inferioris 

66 

ossis  humeri. 

66 

"  brachii. 

66 

patellse,  comp. 

66 

66 

17 

4 
12 
3 
4 
2 
8 
1 

5 
1 
2 
53 
2 
1 
3 
7 

13 
113 
IT 
28 
222 
3 
8 
1 
1 

1 

5 
1 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
1 
3 
1 
5 
1 


Fracture,  tibiae.  ........ 

"  tibiae  et  fibulae 
"  uln^  

Frost-bite  

Furunculus  

Gangrena  pulmonum  . . 

Gastralgia  

Gastritis  

Gastric  derangement. . . 

Gonorrhoea  

Granular  lids  

"  "  and  vas- 
cular cornea  

Hematemesis  

Hemiplegia  

Hemoptysis  

Hemorrhoids  

Hepatitis  

"  chronic  

Hernia  

Hydrocele  

Hydrothorax  

Hypertrophia  cordis . . 
"  cellular  tis- 
sue of  foot  

H3'pertrophia  liver  and 
spleen  

Hypochondria  

Hysteria  

Icterus  

Imbecillitas  

Impetigo  

Improper  subjects  

Incontinence  of  urine  . . 

Inebrietas  

Inflammation  of  axilla . 

Inflammation  artic.  max 
inf  

Inflammation  bursa  mu- 
cosa   
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Inflammation  (erysipel.) 
bursa  

Inflammation  cellular 
tissue  leg  

Inflammation  foot  

"  knee  

"  neck  

"  scrof.  glan- 
dul  

Influenza  

Injuria  

Iritis  

"  syphilitic  

Iritatio  ani  

Lacerated  hand.  ....... 

Laryngitis  

Lepra  .   

Leucoma  

Leucorrhoea  

Lumbago  •  

Malingering  

Malignant  disease  of  va- 
gina   

Mania  

Mania  a  potu  

Masturbatio  

Menorrhagia  

Mental  derangement. . . 

Metritis  

Mimosis  inquieta  

Morbus  coxarius  

Morning  sickness  

Narcosis  

Necrosis  

"  femoris  

"  inf.  maxilL. . . 
"  tibise  

Neuralgia  

(Edema  

Opacity  of  cornea  


1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

4 
32 
19 
9 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
5 
3 
15 

1 

4 
6 
1 
10 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
8 
2 
5 


Ophthalmia  (chronic) . .  | 
"  gonorrhoeali 
"  strumous. 

Orchitis  

Otalgia  

Otitis  

Ovarian  dropsy  

"  tumor  

Palpitatio  cordis  

Paralysis  

Paranuchia  

Paraplegia  

Pemphigus  

Pendulous  Palate .... 

Pericarditis  

Periostitis  syphilit.... 

Peritonitis  

"      puerperalis . . 

Pharyngitis  S}^hilitica. 

Phthisis  

Phlegmon  

Pleuritis  , 

Phymosis  

Pleurod}Tiia  

Pneumonia  

"  typhoid..., 

Porrigo  

Pregnancy  

Premature  labor  , 

Procidentia  

Prolapsus  uteri  , 

Prurigo  

Psoriasis  

Ptyalism  

Retina  (irritability  of), 

Rheumatism  

"  chronic. . . , 
"  8)^)^11  tic . . 
"  synovial.., 

Rubeola  
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of 


Rupia  (syphilitic). 

Scabies  

Scarlatina  

"  anginosa 

Sciatica  

Scorbutus  

Sclerotitis  

Scrofula  

Scrofulous  disease 

knee  joint  

Senectus  

Spermatorrhoea  

Spleen  (enlargement  of ) 

Sprain  

Staphyloma  

Stomach  (irritability  of  )| 
Stricture  of  rectum. . . .  i 

"       of  urethra. . . 

"      traumatic. . . . 

Strabismus  

Synovitis  

Syphilis  (primary)  .... 

"  (secondary)... 

"  (tertiary)  

Syphilitic  testis  

' '  ulceration  of  throat 


2 
2 

1 
5 
2 
1 
1 
8 
1 
1 
7 
19 
57 
7 
1 
1 


Tinea  of  eyelids   1 

Tonsillitis   5 

Tumor  (excised)   1 

"      in  utero   1 

"      on  thigh   2 

Tuberculosis   3 

Torpid  liver   2 

Ulcers   199 

"    cornea   5 

"     menstrual   3 

"    OS  uteri   4 

"     sloughmg   3 

s}'philitic   5 

"     varicose   7 

Ulceration  cervix  uteri 

and  leucorrhoea   1 

Urticaria   1 

Ustio   12 

Varioloid   1 

Vertigo   1 

Vulnera  |  22 

Working  men,  &c.,  and 


children , 


Total  number  of  dis- 
charges   


145 


2716 


t 
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TABLE 

Of  the  Diseases  of  those  who  Died. 


Abscess  .  

"     of  brain  

"     of  liver.  

"  lumbar  

"  pleuritic  

"  psoas  

Albuminuria  and  Cancer 

liver  

Albuminuria.  

Aneurism  of  thoracic 

aorta  

Apoplexy  

"  pulmonary..... 
Arachnitis  (chronic). . . . 
Ascites  

"    et  Phthisis  

Bronchitis  (chronic)  .... 
"        senilis  . . .  . . 

Cachexia  syphilitica  

Cancer  of  lungs  

"     of  stomach.. . . . 

Carcinoma  

"  uteria  

Caries  of  knee  

Cirrhosis  

"  et  Emphysema, 
Cholera  

"     sequelae  of .. . . 

Congestio  cerebri  

Convulsions.  ..<....'.... 

Cystitis  (chronic)  

Delirium  Tremens ..... 
"  "  etPneu 


moma 


6 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

3 

1 
3 
1 
1 
5 
1 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
3 
3 
1 
8 
1 

24 
3 
2 
1 
1 

10 

1 


et 


Delirium  Tremens 

Hemorrhoids  

Diarrhoea  

^'  chronic  

"     Mexican  .... 

Disease  of  heart  

"  "  Valvular.... 
"     of  mitral  valves 

and  Cirrhosis  

Dysenteria  

"       (Chronic)  . . . 

Ebrietas  

Empyema  

Emphysema  et  Bronchi- 
tis   

Encephaloid  Disease  of 

Liver  

Encephaloid  Tumor. 

Enteritis  

Erysipelas  

Exhaustion  

Feb.  congest  

Feb.  typh  

"  et  Pneumonia, 
"  et  S}i3hilis... 
"  et  Bronchitis., 
femoris  et  del. 


Fract. 

trem  

Gangrena  

"  pulmonum  , 
Gastritis  (acute). . . . , 

Hemiplegia  

Hemorrhagia  , 

"         cerebri , 
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Hydrocephalus  

Hydrothorax  

Hypertrophia  Cordis . . . 
"          and  valv. 
dis.  of  heart  

Icterus  

"  and  Chronic  Di- 
arrhoea   

Inflammation  of  bladder. 

Laryngitis  «... 

"      S3rphilitica . . . 

Malignant  dis.  of  scalp.. 

Mania  

Marasmus  

Metritis  

Metro-peritonitis  

Morbus  Brightii  

Nostalgia  and  inanition. 

Obesity  

(Edema  glottidis  

"      pulmonum  .... 

Paralysis  

Perforation  and  gangrene 
of  intestines  

Pericarditis  

Peritonitis  

"     tubercular,  with 
perforation  


Phrenitis  |  4 

Phlebitis   1 

Phthisis  1 174 

Phthisis  et  Icterus  

Phrenitis  

Pleuritis  (chronic)  

Pleuro-pneumonia  

Pneumonia  

"  (typhoid)  

et  Pericarditis 

"  chronic  

Puerperal  fever  

Ramollissement  cerebri . 

Scrofula  

Scorbutus  et  Pericarditis 

Senectus   

Softening  of  heart  

Suspended  animation 

(child)  

Sj-philis  (second.)  and 

acute  dysent  

Tabes  mesenterica  

Ulceration  of  intestines . 

Ustio  

Vesico-vaginal  Fistula. . 
Vulnus  et  Erysipelas . . . 


1  li  Total  number  of  deaths .  483 
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TABLE 

Of  Diseases  of  those  remaining  at  Bellevue  Hospital^  Zlst  Dec.  1849. 


Abscess  

"  sloughing  

"     kidneys  and 

ulcers  

Acne  rosasea  

Albuminuria.  

Amputation  of  leg  

"        of  toe  

Aneurism  

"  popliteal  

Angina  pectoris  

Anthrax  

Ascites  

Bronchitis. .  .•  

Blindness  

Caries  tarsi  

"  vertebrae  

Cephalalgia  

Cirrhosis  

Closure  of  pupil  

Conjunctivitis  

"  chronic... 

Contusion  

Convalescents,  etc  

Diarrhoea  

"  (chronic)....... 

Disease  of  heart  

"     of  aorta  and  mi- 
tral valves  

Disease  of  mitral  valves . 
Dislocation  of  shoulder. . 

Disease  of  brain  

Dysuria  

Dysenteria  


2 
1 

1 
1 

4 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
6 
2 
1 
1 
2 
5 
1 
3 
3 
1 
89 
1 
2 

2 
2 

2 
1 
1 

2 
6 


Eczema  

Elephantiasis  

Emphysema  

Entropion  

Epilepsia  

Erysipelas  

Exsection  of  radius . . . . 

Feb.  ephemera  

"  intermitt  

"  typh  

Fistula  in  ano  

Fracture,  clavicle  

"       costarum  . . . . 

"  femoris  

"  tibia  

"  humerus  

Frost-bite  

Gastralgia  

Gran,  lids  and  vascular 

cornea  

Gran,  lids  

Hemiplegia  

Hemorrhoids  

Hepatitis,  (chronic) .... 

Hydrops  articuli  

Hydrocele  and  Hernia . . 

Hydrothorax  

Hypertrophia  cordis. . . . 

Hysteria  

Inflammation  os  uteri. . . 
Injuria  

"    with  abscess ... . 

Iritis  

"  (chronic)  
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Laryngitis,  (acute)  

Leucorrhoea  

Lepra  

Lumbago  

Menorrhagia  

Mentagra  

Mitral  disease  

Morbus  coxarius  

Necrosis  

"  femur  

Neuralgia  

Opacity  of  cornea ..... 

Ophthalmia,  purulent. . . 
"         strumous  . . 
"  (chronic) 
strumous  

Otitis  

Orderlies  and  nurses . . . 

Paralysis  

"       ab  arsenico . . . 

Paronychia  

Paraplegia  

P  arturition(appr  caching) 

Parturition,  (convales- 
cent from)  

Periostitis  (syphihtic). . . 

Periostosis  

Pityriasis  

Pneumonia  

Phthisis  

Pott's  disease  

Pleuritis  


1 

2 

1 

"  uteri  

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

17 

2 

"         chronic. . . . 

3 

2 

"  syphilitic. 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Scrofulous  dis.  bones  of 

2 

1 

4 

Scrofulous  syphilit.  ade- 

1 

1 

2 

Scrofulous  dis.  bones 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Spinal  disease  

2 

47 

2 

1 

Stricture  and  hernia . . . 

1 

1 

of  rectum .... 

1 

1 

"       of  urethra. . . . 

1 

1 

Syphilis,  (secondary) . . . 

8 

30 

"  (tertiary)  

4 

Tonsillitis  

2 

20 

1 

1 

30 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

45 

1 

Number  remaining  31st 

3 

512 
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COLOKED  HOME. 


To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-House,  of  the  City  of 
JVew-York: — 

Gentlemen  : — 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  and  a  standing  resolution 
of  our  Board,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  Report  of  this 
Institution  for  the  year  that  has  just  closed.  The  past  year 
has  been  with  us  an  eventful  one,  and  so  replete  with  trials 
that  our  faith  and  patience  have  continually  been  brought 
into  exercise.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  all  our  plans 
were  frustrated  by  the  extensive  improvements  which  were 
being  carried  on  by  our  city  authorities  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
Institution.  At  one  time  we  were  hardly  accessible  from 
without ;  again  all  communication  between  the  two  depart- 
ments of  the  Institution  was  cut  off  by  prodigious  excavations, 
and  the  rending  of  mighty  rocks.  Twice  our  supply  of  Cro- 
ton  water  was  destroyed,  after  the  pipes  had  each  time  been 
relaid  at  a  heavy  outlay.  Besides  the  inconvenience  attend- 
ing these  things,  they  have  been  accompanied  by  a  very  great 
increase  of  expense,  which  at  this  time  we  are  ill  able  to  bear. 

Then  again,  we  have  passed  through  the  desolating  cholera ; 
and  few  institutions,  it  is  believed,  have  suffered  more  from 
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this  fearful  disease  than  the  Colored  Home.  This  may  have 
arisen  in  a  measure  from  the  location  of  our  Institution.  The 
suburbs  of  our  city  were  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epi- 
demic particularly  visited,  and  spots  that  had  hitherto  been 
considered  unusually  healthy,  were  those  on  which  the  disease 
spent  its  greatest  intensity.  The  location  of  our  Institution, 
although  airy  and  elevated,  and  surrounded  by  a  scattered 
population,  was  yet  severely  visited  by  this  scourge  during 
the  months  of  July  and  August ;  not  a  house  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, it  is  believed,  escaped  without  one  or  more  deaths. 
The  character  of  the  inmates  of  our  Institution  made  the 
epidemic  one  much  to  be  dreaded  by  us ;  nearly  all  being 
helpless  either  from  age  or  from  chronic  disease,  and  with 
little  or  no  constitution  to  resist  an  attack,  however  slight. 
Accordingly  at  its  first  appearance  in  the  city  in  the  early  part 
of  the  season,  every  possible  attention  was  paid  to  the  health 
of  the  Institution  ;  the  whole  underwent  a  purification ;  the 
wards  of  the  Hospital  received  especial  attention,  were  tho- 
roughly whitewashed  and  cleaned,  while  a  free  use  of  lime  and 
other  disinfecting  agents  were  extensively  applied  to  the  sinks 
and  sewers  about  the  premises.  A  building  suitable  for  a  hos- 
pital, away  from  the  main  building,  was  also  immediately  ar- 
ranged and  furnished  with  every  comfort  for  the  sick ;  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  which  additional  hospital  we  are 
indebted  to  the  kindness  of  your  Board,  without  which  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  done  our  duty  to  the  sick.  # 

Our  Institution  remained  unusually  healthy  until  the  20th 
of  June  ;  so  much  so,  that  we  began  to  hope  that  we  might 
escape  the  threatened  storm  ;  but  before  the  evening  of  that 
day,  five  cases  of  a  most  terrific  character  occurred  ;  and  be- 
(4) 
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fore  twelve  hours  had  passed  over,  eight  more  were  taken 
down  and  five  had  died.  What  rendered  this  first  attack 
more  remarkable  was,  its  having  been  almost  exclusively  con- 
fined to  the  female  department,  although  that  of  the  males 
was  only  about  two  hundred  feet  from  it.  Both  departments 
were  under  the  same  diet,  and  the  use  of  the  same  water,  and 
in  every  respect  similar  in  their  treatment ;  yet  for  nearly 
two  weeks  from  the  outbreak  of  the  disease,  the  male  depart- 
ments were  almost  entirely  healthy.  The  sick  were,  as  far  as 
practicable,  immediately  removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  every 
precaution  used  to  prevent  any  communication ;  the  diet 
watched  with  the  greatest  particularity",  every  article  of  the 
vegetable  kind  calculated  to  induce  the  disease,  such  as 
cucumbers,  radishes,  beets,  etc.,  were  removed  from  our 
garden.  Our  system  of  diet  was  such  as  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee prescribed  in  similar  institutions,  consisting  of  fresh 
meat,  with  boiled  rice,  or  good  pork,  as  occasion  might  re- 
quire ;  once  a  week  they  were  allowed  good  pickled  mackerel 
or  codfish  ;  all  vegetables  were  discarded,  although  our  gar- 
den was  unusually  productive ;  our  bread  was  wheaten  and 
used  when  a  day  old ;  Indian  was  discarded,  and  also  rye. 
I  am  thus  particular,  because  it  has  been  thought  that  the 
extensive  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  our  Institution,  might 
have  been  owing  to  some  deficiencies  in  the  system  of  diet. 
I  might  also  remark,  our  wards  were  unusually  thin  at  this 
H  period  ;  all  who  were  enabled  to  take  care  of  themselves  left 
the  Institution,  and  many  went  among  their  friends,  at  its 
expense.  At  the  time  we  are  now  speaking  of,  the  whole 
number  of  our  inmates  was  about  two  hundred,  males,  fe- 
males and  children ;  within  three  days  from  the  time  of  the 
appearance  of  the  disease  among  us,  about  one-fourth  of  our 
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whole  number  was  under  its  influence,  and  during  the  second 
week  two- thirds  had  been  or  were  suffering  from  an  attack. 
During  this  period-,  so  fearfully  was  the  disease  advancing, 
that  it  became  necessary  to  make  an  examination  of  the 
whole  premises,  tliose  in  good  health  as  well  as  the  sick  in  the 
Hospital*  Every  three  or  four  hours  this  duty  was  borne  by 
my  assistants  most  cheerfully,  until  they  were  broken  down 
by  increased  labors  and  a  constant  tendency  to  the  disease  ; 
they  were  then  obliged  to  retire.  Two  other  young  members 
of  our  profession  came  forward,  and  in  our  distress  most 
kindly  tendered  their  valuable  services.  The  first  week  in 
July,  our  Matron  and  Steward  were  both  seized  with  the  epi- 
demic, and  both  laid  very  low  ;  indeed  the  life  of  the  latter 
was  almost  despaired  of.  Many  of  our  nurses  and  orderlies 
were  likewise  taken  down  and  died.  The  disease  continued 
in  its  violence  until  the  last  of  July,  when  it  became  more 
manageable  and  gradually  subsided  ;  although  it  did  not  take 
its  final  leave  until  the  early  part  of  Septemxber.  The  last 
case  was  booked,  I  think,  on  the  12th.  Our  whole  number 
during  the  summer  may  have  been  from  about  one  hundred 
eigbty  to  two  hundred  ;  our  number  of  deaths  from  the  chol- 
era itself,  twenty-eight ;  our  number  of  cases  arising  out  of 
this  disease  may  be  considered  equal  to  the  number  of  our 
whole  household,  for  scarcely  a  member  escaped. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic,  our  First  Direc- 
tress and  others  of  the  Board  of  Managers  were  in  weekly  at- 
tendance at  the  Home  ;  throughout  its  existence  not  an  officer 
of  the  Institution  forsook  his  post. 

Our  worthy  Matron  and  Steward,  although  greatly  broken 
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down  by  severe  attacks  of  the  epidemic,  resolutely  refused  to 
leave  the  Institution  even  for  a  few  days,  to  recruit,  although 
strongly  urged  to  do  so  ;  our  Chaplain  too  was  in  continual 
attendance  upon  the  Hospital. 

From  our  Medical  Council  and  other  members  of  the  medi- 
cal profession,  I  received  every  kmd  attention  that  humanity 
or  professional  courtesy  could  suggest. 

The  four  young  gentlemen  who,  as  Assistant  Physicians, 
devoted  their  time  and  talents  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  were 
Drs.  M.  W.  Brown,  S.  T.  Champney,  0.  Newcomb,  and  R. 
C.  Thompson.  I  should  do  violence  to  my  own  feelings,  as 
well  as  great  injustice  to  tliem,  did  I  not  bring  their  names  be- 
fore you.  They  acted  at  times  not  only  as  medical  attend- 
ants, but  also  nurses  to  the  sick  ;  and  were  all  at  different 
times  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  disease.  The  last 
named  gentleman,  although  twice  prostrated  by  it,  yet  never 
left  the  Institution  so  long  as  a  single  case  or  symptom  of  the 
epidemic  remained  among  us.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
record  such  instances  of  philanthropy  in  young  men  just  en- 
tering on  their  professional  career  j  I  consider  their  faithful- 
ness, as  well  as  that  of  our  worthy  Matron  and  Steward,  as 
beyond  all  praise. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  November,  the  inmates 
were  removed  to  the  new  buildings  erected  for  their  accom- 
modation on  the  1st  Avenue  ;  the  corner  stone  of  which  had 
been  laid  by  the  President  of  your  Board  early  in  the  spring. 
The  wards  are  extensive  and  well  arranged ;  every  attention 
has  been  paid  in  its  construction  to  the  health  and  comforts 


of  the  inmates.  The  buildings  are  not  yet  complete,  accord- 
ing  to  our  plan,  but  we  have  accommodation  for  about  280 
pensioners.  It  may  be  well  supposed  that  we  are  hardly  yet 
properly  settled  in  our  new  quarters,  and  that  we  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  commence  our  plans  for  giving  employment  to 
those  under  our  charge.  The  work  of  moving  and  newly 
arranging  so  large  an  establishment  has  been  a  formidable 
one,  and  it  will  be  yet  a  long  time  ere  w^e  are  quite  settled. 

The  Institution  at  present  is  unusually  full  for  the  season  ; 
many  have  latterly  been  sent  us  who  are  suffering  from  the 
effects  of  the  late  epidemic  ;  they  having  been  obliged  to  oc- 
cupy damp  tenements  after  the  use  of  mercurial  remedies. 

The  circumstances  therefore  under  which  we  have  been 
placed  during  the  past  year,  have  been  such  as  to  materially 
retard  the  advancement  of  the  Institution  toward  the  comple- 
tion of  that  plan  which  the  society  has  ever  held  in  view  since 
its  organization,  viz.,  that  of  making  it  a  house  of  industry. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  statistics,  that  the  number  under 
charge  during  the  past  j^ear,  is  but  little  rising  seven  hundred, 
somewhat  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year  ;  and  that 
notwithstanding  the  cholera,  the  number  of  deaths  does  not  in 
proportion  exceed  that  of  former  years.  This  may  be  account- 
ed for  by  the  unusual  health  of  the  Institution  for  the  six 
months  prior  to  the  prevalence  of  that  disease. 

We  may  expect,  in  common  with  other  charitable  institu- 
tions, a  large  increase  to  our  numbers  the  ensuing  winter ; 
it  is  generally  the  case  when  attacks  of  the  cholera  have  been 
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severe,  tlie  system  for  a  long  time  remains  enfeebled  and  in- 
capable of  active  employment.  Many  had  left  us  with  the 
expectation  of  entering  upon  their  usual  employment,  but 
have  been  obliged  to  return  in  consequence  of  inability  to 
labor. 

I  cannot  but  regret  that  I  have  not  a  more  interesting  de- 
tail to  lay  before  you ;  the  Managers  had  hoped  ere  this  to 
have  reported  their  Work  House  in  operation,  and  otlier 
plans  carried  out  for  the  general  improvement  of  the  class  of 
people  committed  to  their  charge.  They  do  not,  however, 
feel  discouraged  by  the  obstacles  they  have  had  to  contend 
with  during  the  past  year,  nor  are  they  disposed  to  relax  the 
least  in  their  efforts.  I  still  enjoy  the  aid  of  the  distinguished 
professional  men  whose  names  appear  as  the  Medical  Coun- 
cil, and  am  highly  favored  in  having  as  my  Assistant,  Dr. 
H.  K.  Olmsted,  a  young  gentleman  of  philanthropy  and  high 
medical  attainments. 

From  the  interest  the  various  members  of  your  body  have 
taken  in  our  prosperity,  be  pleased  to  accept  the  thanks  of 
our  Board. 

And  with  every  sentiment  of  respect,  allow  me,  gentlemen, 
to  subscribe  myself. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


January,  1850. 


JAMES  D.  FITCH. 

Resident  Physician, 
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TABULAR  VIEW. 


Persons  received  im  the  different  Departments  from  Jan.  1st,  1849, 
TO  Jan.  1st,  1850. 


MALE  HOSPITAL. 

No.  remaining  in  this  department  Jan.  1st,  1849,  41 

No.  received  up  to  January  1st,  1850,   90 

Whole  number  under  charge  during  1849,. .....    131 

FEMALE  HOSPITAL. 

No.  remaining  in  the  department  Jan.  1st,  1849,  47 

No.  received  up  to  January  1st,  1850,   212 

Whole  number  under  charge  during  1849, ......    259 

LYING-IN  AND  NURSERY. 

No.  remaining  in  this  department  Jan.  1st,  1849,  34 

Women  received  up  to  January  1st,  1850,   29 

Children  born  or  received  up  to  Jan.  1st,  1850,. .  37 

Whole  number  under  charge  during  year  1849,. .    100 

HOME,  OR  DEPARTMENT  FOR  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM. 

No.  remaining  in  this  department  Jan.  1st,  1849,  127 

No.  received  up  to  January  1st,  1850,   96 

Whole  No.  under  charge  in  this  department  dur- 
ing year  1849,   223 

Whole  number  under  charge  during  year  1849, . .  713 
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Of  these  have  died,   141 

Have  been  discharged  as  cured,   172 

Left  with  certificate  of  good  conduct,  •   176 

Dismissed  for  bad  conduct,   5 

Living  now  in  the  Institution,  Males,  Females,  and 

Children,   219 
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LIST  OF  DEATHS  AT  COLORED  HOME. 


For  the  Year  from  January,  1849,  to  January,  1850. 


Males.     Females.  Total. 


15 

18 

38 

9 

18 

27 

Old  Age  •  

6 

7 

13 

5 

3 

8 

3 

2 

5 

1 

4 

5 

lOvspntP'rv  

1 

3 

4 

Diarrhfpa,  

2 

5 

7 

Ohronio  T)iaTT*Vifpa.  

1 

2 

3 

A^nitps. 

1 

3 

4 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Fistula  in  Ano  •«•••••••••••.•• 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

Iniurv  

1 

0 

1 

Injury  of  Spine  

1 

0 

Tumor  .*•••.••••«••...••••. 

0 

1 

JL 

1 

JL 

Enteritis  *.....«.«. 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Encephalitis  (result  of  Cholera) . . 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

61 

79 

140 
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Of  these       1  was  lOT  years 

1  "  101  " 

1  "  94  " 

3  were  93  " 

2  "  92  " 

4  "  89  " 
10  were  over  80  " 
15  "  70  " 

9  "  60  " 

12  "  50  " 

27  "  40  " 

21  "  30  " 

24  "  20  " 

5  "  10  " 
1  was  1  year 


4      were  under  1 


Total  140 
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COLORED  ORPHANS. 


The  peculiar  circumstances  which  have  characterized  the 
thirteenth  year  of  "  The  Association  for  the  Benefit  of  Col- 
ored Orphans,"  demand  from  its  Managers  an  expression  of 
gratitude  to  Him,  who  has  guided  them  through  its  many 
vicissitudes,  and  who  has  signally  blessed  and  prospered  their 
feeble  exertions.  It  may  be  remembered,  that  at  the  clo*  of 
the  last  year  pecuniary  embarrassments  pressed  heavily  upon 
the  Institution,  and  various  other  trials  demanded  of  the 
Managers  the  exercise  of  faith,  and  manifested  to  them  how 
utterly  vain  were  all  care  and  solicitude  unaccompanied  by 
the  providential  smiles  of  the  Father  of  the  fatherless.  But 
these  were  soon  apparent — friends  were  raised  up,  funds  were 
supplied  from  new  and  unexpected  sources,  health  was  re- 
stored, disinterested  and  well-qualified  fellow-laborers  were 
soon  found  in  the  household,  and,  above  all,  heavenly  influ- 
ences were  felt  to  be  resting  upon  the  family.  Cliildren, 
formerly  wayward  and  troublesome,  giving  painful  evidence  of 
the  degradation  in  which  their  earlier  years  had  been  passed, 
became  truthful  and  conscientious,  leaving  their  sports  to  as- 
semble for  devotional  purposes,  and  earnestly  exhorting  and 
praying  for  each  other.  This  religious  fervor  appeared  to  be 
the  growth  of  the  good  seed  implanted  by  the  Great  Hus- 
bandman, and  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  no  unusual  effort 
had  been  made  to  awaken  their  minds  to  religious  truth.  For 
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particulars  of  tliis  interesting  period,  the  Managers  refer  to 
extracts  from  tlie  "  Reminiscences  of  the  Matron  "  found  in 
the  Appendix.  The  sweet  state  of  feehng  alkided  to,  seemed 
intended  as  a  preparation  for  the  sad  scenes  which  were  soon 
to  follow.  The  commencement  of  the  summer  was  blest  by 
peculiar  health  and  prosperity,  in  the  midst  of  which  the 
cholera  suddenly  made  its  appearance.  The  children  num- 
bered, at  the  time,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six.  The  following 
extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  will  af- 
ford a  glance  of  that  afflictive  dispensation : — 

"  The  Committee  have  the  gratification  of  informing  the 
Boi-rd,  that  after  the  trials  sustained  by  the  officers  of  the 
house,  during  the  visitation  of  cholera,  they  have  nearly  all 
returned  to  their  varied  duties,  and  with  subdued  and  chas- 
tened feelings.  We  learn  that  the  first  victim  to  the  disease 
was  Henry,  our  interesting  little  Bushman ;  he  was  attacked 
8th  mo.  (Aug.)  18th,  and  was  ill  about  twelve  hours.  He 
begged  to  have  a  favorite  little  boy  with  him,  for  whom  he 
manifested  a  very  strong  attachment.  During  the  religious 
meetings  held  by  the  children  last  winter,  our  poor  little 
Bushman  showed  much  anxiety  to  be  instructed  how  to  pray. 
At  one  time  he  asked  the  matron  to  teach  him;  and  at 
another,  some  of  the  children  observing  him  to  weep,  in  one 
of  their  meetings,  and  inquiring  the  cause,  he  replied  he 
could  not  pray,  he  could  only  say  '  Our  Father.'  He  was 
a  remarkably  innocent  and  guileless  boy,  yet  such  was  his  hu- 
mility, with  the  sense  of  innate  depravity,  that  he  expressed 
to  the  matron  great  doubts  of  his  safety  when  draiving  near 
to  the  close  of  life ;  '  for,'  said  he,  '  I  do  not  pray.'  But  we 
trust,  through  that  atoning  sacrifice  to  which  she  directed 
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him,  that  this  simple  child  of  the  wilderness  was  made  the 
subject  of  redeeming  grace. 

"  After  the  decease  of  Henry,  although  several  severe 
cases  existed,  an  interval  of  three  days  occurred  without  any 
deaths.  Within  the  four  following  days,  eight  children, 
mostly  infants,  were  suddenly  called  to  their  eternal  home. 
Martha  Smith,  a  girl  of  thirteen  years,  was  of  this  number. 
The  disease  made  rapid  progress,  and  she  soon  became  col- 
lapsed ;  but  she  manifested  no  alarm,  expressing  a  childlike 
faith.  On  being  asked  if  she  expected  to  recover,  she  re- 
plied, '  I  want  to  go  and  live  with  my  Maker.'  She  sent  for 
her  little  brother,  told  him  she  was  going  to  leave  him,  urged 
him  to  '  be  a  good  boy,'  and  to  '  pray  to  God  to  make  him  good.' 
'  I  shall  soon  be  with  Jesus,'  said  she,  '  to  live  with  him  for 
ever  and  ever.'  Her  confidence  appeared  unwavering,  and 
she  prayed  almost  unremittingly.  She  made  many  other  inter- 
esting observations,  and  left  a  full  conviction  on  the  minds 
of  her  attendants,  that  she  had  safely  entered  within  the 
pearl  gates.  On  the  25th,  a  colored  nurse,  who  had  faithfully 
and  unflinchingly  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  her  station, 
fell  a  victim  to  over-exertion.  She  was  beloved  and  respected 
by  the  family  for  her  tenderness,  disinterestedness  and  fidelity. 
On  the  26th,  the  Superintendent  was  severely  attacked ;  but, 
although  brought  to  the  very  portals  of  eternity,  his  valuable 
life  was  mercifully  spared.  In  connection  with  his  other 
arduous  duties,  he  had  acted  as  nurse  and  apothecary,  having 
a  knowledge  of  the  latter  business.  Several  of  the  teachers 
were  disqualified  for  the  performance  of  their  duties  by  se- 
rious indisposition  ;  and  the  remainder,  at  one  time,  were  ab- 
sent from  the  Institution.  The  matron,  energetically  engaged 
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in  filling  the  various  vacancies  which  sickness  had  occasioned 
among  the  officers,  became  exhausted  by  anxiety  and  watch- 
fulness, and  was  urged  by  the  physician  to  shield  herself  for 
a  day  or  two  in  the  country.  The  cook  was  severely  attacked, 
and  her  life  despaired  of ;  but,  after  a  protracted  indisposi- 
tion, she  recovered.  The  Assistant  Matron  was  sustained  in 
good  health,  and  never  relaxed  her  energies.  And  He,  who 
in  the  midst  of  judgments  remembers  mercies,  at  the  close  of 
this  eventful  week,  suffered  the  storm  to  pass  over,  not  per- 
mitting the  acknowledgment  of  any  human  agency  in  its  ap- 
proach, and  none  in  its  departure.  It  did  its  appointed  work  ; 
and  we  humbly  trust  it  has  instructed  us  in  humility,  sub- 
mission, faith,  and  gratitude  for  the  innumerable  mercies, 
blended  with  the  solemn  dispensation." 

The  decease  of  Frances  Wooley  preceded  the  cholera  ;  a 
child  of  a  scrofulous  constitution,  and  peculiarly  inaccessible. 
Though  many  efforts  had  been  used,  by  different  members  of 
the  family,  to  impress  upon  her  still  benighted  mind  a  sense 
of  her  situation,  the  necessity  of  prayer,  and  a  preparation 
for  eternity,  she  would  generally  endeavor  to  divert  from  the 
subject  by  some  trivial  request.  She  remained  apparently 
indifferent  until  the  day  preceding  her  death.  About  noon 
she  said  to  the  nurse,  (an  excellent  colored  woman,)  "  Will 
you  forgive  me  for  being  so  naughty  and  giving  you  so  much 
trouble  ?  for,"  said  she,  "  I  am  going  to  die  to-night.  Will 
you  send  for  Mrs.  B.  1  (the  matron  ;)  w^ho,  being  absent,  she 
was  informed  would  come  to  see  her  on  her  return.  Send 
for  Miss  F.  or  Miss  F.,"  (two  pious  officers,)  "  they  will  save 
me."  "  None  can  save  you  but  the  Saviour,"  said  the  nurse ; 
"  you  must  pray  to  Him  to  forgive  your  sins,  and  give  you  a 
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new  heart."  On  being  asked  if  she  did  not  wish  to  die,  she 
replied,  "I  am  willing  to  die,  but  I  do  not  want  to  die  to- 
night." The  nurse  replied,  "  Perhaps  you  will  not."  "  Yes," 
said  she,  "  I  shall ;  will  you  please  to  raise  me  up?"  Shortly 
after,  she  engaged  in  earnest  prayer,  that  the  Lord  would 
make  her  good,  cause  her  to  love  Him,  and  take  her  to  heaven. 
She  also  prayed  for  the  teachers  and  different  members  of  the 
family,  and  for  all  the  children.  Although  the  doctor  came 
in  during  the  exercise,  she  still  continued,  without  noticing 
him.  In  the  evening  she  said  to  the  Superintendent,  that  she 
was  going  to  die  to-night,  and  was  now  willing  to  go.  She 
felt  that  Jesus  loved  her,  and  would  take  her  to  himself.  In 
her  prayer,  she  plead  his  promise  to  receive  little  children,  of 
whom  He  had  said,  "  Of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
She  requested  to  see  all  the  family  and  bid  them  "good-by." 
They  were  soon  assembled,  and  each  took  her  hand.  "  Now," 
said  she,  "  will  you  please  send  for  all  the  children?  I  want 
to  bid  them  good-by."  As  the  children  had  retired  for  the 
night,  some  little  detention  occurred.  "  Has  any  one  gone  for 
the  children?"  said  she;  "  I  am  afraid  if  they  do  not  come 
soon,  I  cannot  talk  to  them,  I  am  so  weak — but,"  she  addded, 
they  can  take  hold  of  my  hand  and  bid  me  good-by,  if  I 
cannot  speak  to  them."  Observing  the  children  to  hesitate 
as  they  approached,  she  remarked,  "  They  are  afraid,"  and 
extending  her  hand  to  them,  with  the  utmost  composure,  she 
nodded  a  farewell ;  after  which,  turning  to  her  nurse,  she 
said,  "  Good-by,"  and  in  a  few  moments  ceased  to  breathe. 
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The  following  are  the  Statistics  : — 

Admitted  since  the  opening  of  the  Asylum   456 

Number  of  children  at  date  of  last  Report..   147 

Admitted  during  the  present  year,  boys  44,  girls  20 . .  64 


Total   211 

Present  number,  bo3^s  101,  girls  55  *  •. .  156 

Indentured   7 

Returned  to  surviving  parents  and  friends,  some  by 
previous  agreement,  and  part  on  account  of  the 

cholera   26 

Left  without  permission.   >   2 

Deaths     20 

*   

Total  •   211 


The  spirit,  industry,  and  progress  of  the  children  in  their 
vschools,  have  been  particularly  gratifying  both  to  the  Mana- 
gers and  their  Teachers  ;  and,  when  it  is  remembered  that 
but  few  have  a  knowledge  of  the  alphabet  on  entering  the  In- 
stitution, and  that  they  are  indentured  at  twelve,  the  follow- 
ing Report  will  be  read  with  interest : — 

teachers'  report. 

Number  of  scholars,  including  9  day-scholars,  152 


Read  with  ease..   70 

imperfectly   53 

"    in  spelling  only   13 

"    in  the  alphabet   28 
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Beyond  the  simple  rules  of  Arithmetic. ......  25 

In  Division   6 

"  Multiplication   6 

"  Subtraction  ■   7 

"  Addition..   62 

The  youngest  children  are  taught  only  from  the  numeral 
frame. 

In  Mental  Arithmetic   40 

"  Physiology  '   10 

"  Geography   34 

The  three  schools  are  also  taught  Geography  from  outline 
maps. 

In  History  >   11 

"  Class  Book  of  Nature.  •. . .  10 

"  Composition   15 

"  DrawLQg  on  slates   86 

Drawing  on  paper   10 

"  Definitions   29 

Writing  in  books   53 

"     only  on  slates   71 

Write  from  dictation  , .  53 

The  girls  sew  and  knit. 


About  half  the  children  belonging  to  the  Asylum  are  under 
eight  years. 


A  number  of  those  too  small  for  admission  into  the  schools 
(5) 
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are  placed  in  the  Nursery,  a  fine  airy  apartment,  well  adapt- 
ed to  their  comfort  and  enjoyment. 

The  Sabbath  School  continues  to  afford  pleasure  and  encour- 
agement, both  to  the  Superintendent  and  Teachers ;  the  chil- 
dren are  deeply  interested  in  their  instruction,  and  a  large 
proportion  reciting  proofs. 

The  Managers  take  pleasure  in  recording  the  faithfulness, 
assiduity  and  consistency  of  the  officers  and  teachers  employ- 
ed in  the  establishment,  and  their  willing  co-operation  in  its 
welfare  and  prosperity. 

Since  the  formation  of  this  Association,  the  Managers  have, 
from  year  to  year,  experienced  the  fostering  care  of  the 

Manumission  Society,"  in  granting  pecuniary  aid  in  times 
of  pressure  and  discouragements.  The  expression  of  their 
obligations  is  now  renewedly  called  for,  by  an  act,  giving 
evidence  of  their  interest  in  behalf  of  this  destitute  class,  en- 
titling the  "  Association  for  the  Benefit  of  Colored  Orphans" 
to  their  residuary  funds,  amounting  to  $5,463  05,  a  part  of 
which  is  funded  by  the  nature  of  the  trust.  This  evidence  of 
liberality  and  confidence,  from  men  well  qualified  to  appre- 
ciate the  benefits  of  the  Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  on  the  class 
of  children  it  protects,  and  its  influence  on  the  colored  com- 
munity, was  peculiarly  gratifying  and  encouraging. 

A  legacy  of  $5,000  from  Ehzabeth  Demilt,  recently  de- 
ceased, evinces  her  interest  in  this  hitherto  neglected  class, 
and  is  a  cheering  token  of  approbation,  encouraging  that 
trustful  dependence  which  has  hitherto  been  the  anchor  to 
the  Institution. 
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The  erection  of  a  Hospital  for  the  effectual  separation  of 
the  healthful  from  the  diseased  children,  particularly  those 
of  a  scrofulous  habit,  has  been  a  subject  of  solicitude  from 
year  to  year ;  and  the  Managers  have  now  the  pleasure  of  in- 
forming their  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  Institution,  that 
a  building  designed  for  this  purpose  will  soon  be  completed. 
It  is  thirty  by  sixty-five  feet,  and  corresponds  in  height  and 
architectural  proportions  with  the  main  building ;  and  is  north- 
west of  it,  being  separated  from  it  by  a  space  of  fifteen 
feet.  It  contains  two  large-sized  rooms  for  sick  children,  and 
two  of  similar  dimensions,  as  well  as  a  school-room,  for  con- 
valescent patients;  an  Apothecary's  room.  Nurses'  apart- 
ments, dining-room,  play-room,  and  a  drying-room  in  the 
basement  story,  opening  on  a  drying  ground,  and  contiguous 
to  the  laundry  in  the  other  house. 

For  the  prompt  assistance  of  their  Advisory  Board  to  the 
various  subjects  to  which  their  attention  has  been  directed, 
and  for  their  pecuniary  aid  and  support,  the  Managers  would 
express  their  grateful  acknowledgments. 

They  would  also  respectfully  acknowledge  their  obligations 
to  Dr.  James  McCune  Smith,  for  his  disinterested  and  untir- 
ing professional  services  ;  and  take  this  opportunity  to  express 
their  entire  confidence  in  him  as  a  skilful  practitioner. 

The  Managers  invite  the  co-operation  of  their  friends  re- 
siding in  the  country,  in  furnishing  provisions,  clothing,  and 
bedding  for  the  Institution,  which,  if  duly  directed  and  sent 
to  any  part  of  the  city,  will  be  received. 
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To  the  sympathy  of  their  own  citizens  they  would  earnestly 
and  hopefully  appeal  for  continued  support,  and  plead  the 
pitiless  degradation  from  which  these  children  are  rescued. 
Shall  we  be  permitted  to  contribute  to  their  physical  necessi- 
ties— to  elevate  their  characters  by  moral  and  religious  train- 
ing— to  impart  to  them  a  solid  practical  education  ;  and, 
finally,  on  leaving  the  Institution,  to  secure  to  them  a  com- 
fortable home  beyond  the  reach  of  city  influences  ? 

The  Hospital  here  alluded  to  will  accommodate  sixty  chil- 
dren. Shall  it  be  supported  by  your  benevolence,  and  thus  af- 
ford comfort  and  shelter  to  the  sick  and  afflicted,  who  are  now 
pining  away  in  damp  and  cheerless  abodes  of  want  and  penury  ? 
Will  not  the  "  blessing  of  Him  who  was  ready  to  perish" 
rest  upon  those,  who,  by  thus  contributing  their  aid  and  sym- 
pathy to  this  Institution,  "feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the 
naked,  and  visit  the  sick,"  with  the  comforts  here  adminis- 
tered. 

"  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me," 

New  York,  11th  Mo.  (Nov.)  28th,  1849. 
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The  Association  for  the  Benefit  of  Colored  Orphans,  in  account  toith 
Mary  Murray,  Treasurer. 

DR. 

Expenditures  from  12th  mo.  (Dec.)  1st,  1848,  to  12th  mo.  (Dec.)  1st,  1849. 

Balance  due  on  last  Report  $1,165  50 

To  Cash  paid,  Interest  on  mortgage  of  12th  Street  property..      175  00 

**        **        Insurance   26  00 

*•        "        Printing  and  Advertising.   33  29 

•*        *'        Salaries  and  Wages   1,570  93 

**        ♦*        Provisions   3,589  47 

«        "        Dry  Goods,  including  bedding  and  shoes   1,440  06 

"                 Sundries,  being  hardware,  oil,  soap,  repairs,  ex- 
penses of  horse  and  wagon,  etc.,  etc   726  24 

*«       "        Fuel   493  42 

Dr.  J.  McCune  Smith   150  00 

"  Funeral  Expenses   157  50 

"        •*        Furniture   87  44 

<«        *♦        On  account  of  improvements  made  last  year....      710  04 

'«        "        Lumber,  Paints,  etc   217  31 

'*        Expenses  of  Anniversary   85  81 

CR. 

By  Annual  Subscriptions  f 1 ,245  00 

"  Individual  Donations   2,398  33 

*'  Cash  for  Board  of  Children   554  75 

««     "    from  Comptroller  of  the  City   2,533  67 

"     "    from  Charity  Box   19  76 

"  Avails  of  Show  Case   53  26 

"  Rent  of  12th  St.  property,  deducting  Taxes  and 

Insurance   192  74 

«*  Cash  from  Trustees  of  the  Murray  Fund   500  00 

**        «'        Female  Association   270  00 

"        "        the  Legislature   500  00 

*♦  Collection  at  Anniversary  and  Sale  of  Tickets..      181  15 

"  Avails  of  Exhibition   30  00 

"  Cash  from  Manumission  Society   644  67 

'*  Interest  on  Bonds  from  do   84  69 

"  Allowance  from  Manumission  Fund,  appropria- 
ted to  schools,  for  rent  of  school-rooms   400  00 

Balance  due  Treasurer.   1,019  99 

$10,628  01  .$10,628  01 

The  unpaid  bills  amount  to  ,   $811  77 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer   1,019  99 


Total  debt  $1,831  76 

MARY  MURRAY,  Treasurer. 

11th  mo.  30, 1849. 

We  have  examined  the  above  account  with  the  vouchers,  and  find  the 
balance  correct  as  stated. 

SAMUEL  WILLETS,  )  Committee 

JOSHUA  S.  UNDERBILL,  5  ^o™ttee. 
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The  Association  for  the  Benefit  of  Colored  Orphans,  in  account  with 
Mary  Murray,  Treasurer  of  the  School  Money. 

DR. 

Expenses  from  12th  mo.  (Dec.)  1st,  1848,  to  12th  mo.  (Dec.)  1st,  1849. 


To  Cash  paid  Salaries  and  Board  of  Teachers   ^1,083  94 

"              for  Printing   22  67 

"  Coal   200  00 

'*                "  Books,  Stationery,  etc   61  81 

"  Painting   80  83 

"        *'  Repairing  furnace,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses    105  31 

"       **        *'  General  Fund  for  rent  of  school-rooms...,  400  00 

Balance  to  new  account   150  35 


OR. 

By  Balance  from  last  Report   $518  97 

"  Cash  from  Commissioners  of  School  Money   850  55 

"        "        State  Comptroller   545  89 

*'  Dividends  on  Mechanics'  Bank  Stock   162  00 

"  Interest  on  Bond   17  50 


$2,094  91  $2,094  91 


HOSPITAL  ACCOUNT. 

DR. 

To  Cash  paid  Enoch  Stratton,  mason,  on  account  of  contract   $2,600  00 
"       Isaiah  Macy,  carpenter,       do.  do.  1,900  00 

"       "       for  grading  ground,  etc   46  68 

Balance  on  hand   2,426  24 

CR. 

By  Cash  amount  from  last  Report  $1,424  40 

"       Donations  to  this  account   471  00 

"       Legacy  from  John  Horsburgh   5,000  00 

*'      Interest  on  Loans   77  52 

$6,972  92  $6,972  92 
MARY  MURRAY,  Treasurer. 

11th  mo.  30,  1849. 


TVe  have  also  examined  the  two  precedingjaccounts  with  tho  vouchers, 
and  find  them  correctly  stated. 

SAMUEL  WILLETS, 


JOSHUA  S.  UNDERBILL,  }  Committee. 
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PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  Colored  Orphan  Jisylum: — 

During  the  year  ending  November  15th,  1849,  the  follow- 
ing cases  of  illness  have  occurred  in  the  Colored  Orphan 
Asylum,  N.  Y. 

Boys.    Girls.  Total. 


Fever   3  3  6 

Do.  Intermittent   1  1  2 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis   2  3  5 

Bronchitis   2  0  2 

Pneumonia..'  •   2  0  2 

Congestion  of  Lungs  i   1  0  1 

Scrofulous  Irritation  of  Glands. ...  0  3  3 

Scrofulous  Caries   1  1  2 

Scrofulous  Rheumatism   0  1  1 

Conjunctivitis   6  2  8 

Diarrhoea   9  7  16 

Tubercular  Peritonitis   1  1  2 

Indigestion   8  0  8 

Anaemia   1  0  1 

Enteritis   1  0  1 

Cholera   7  10  17 

Hypertrophy  of  Heart   1  0  1 

Pericarditis   0  1  1 

Strangury   1  0  1 

Congestion  of  Brain   0  1  1 

Onychia  Maligna   1  0  1 

48  34  82 

Dentition   1  1 

49  83 
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Twenty  deaths  have  occurred  during  the  same  period,  from 
the  following  causes  : — 


Boys. 

Girls.  Total. 

....  2 

3  5 

....  1 

0  1 

....  1 

0  1 

....  1 

0  1 

....  1 

0  1 

3  9 

....  Q 

1  1 

....  0 

1  1 

20 


The  largest  number  of  cases  of  illness,  and  of  deaths, 
arose  from  cholera.  Towards  the  end  of  August,  when  this 
pestilence  had  greatly  subsided  in  the  city,  and  when  the 
friends  and  officers  of  the  Institution  began  to  hope  that  the 
Asylum  would  escape  from  it,  the  scourge  suddenly  appeared, 
with  great  fatality,  and  as  suddenly  disappeared.  Of  the 
nine  deaths,  one  occurred  on  the  18th,  one  on  the  21st,  and 
the  remaining  seven  during  the  forty-eight  hours  which  follow- 
ed the  23d  August. 

Henry,  the  Bushman,  who  had  narrowly  escaped  with  life 
from  a  violent  and  protracted  dysentery,  in  August,  1848, 
was  the  first  victim.  His  illness  lasted  twelve  hours  ;  the 
Onset,  without  premonitory  diarrhoea,  was  sudden  collapse. 
A  post-mortem  revealed  a  frame  of  the  most  perfect  symme- 
try. The  left  lung  was  with  difficulty  separated  from  the 
thoracic  walls,  in  consequence  of  old  adhesions,  the  result, 
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doubtless,  of  pleuritis  during  his  wandering  early  life.  In 
other  respects,  this,  and  the  other  cases  examined,  presented 
the  usual  morbid  appearances  of  cholera.  The  faculties  of 
Henry  had  undergone  considerable  development — his  affec- 
tions also.  Through  his  short  illness  he  was  constantly  at- 
tended by  his  bed-mate  ;  and  Henry's  earnest  request,  that 
he  should  share  his  dying  couch,  and  the  perfect  willingness 
exhibited  by  his  bed-mate  to  comply,  was  a  touching  instance 
of  young  friendship  strong  in  death. 

Two  interesting  complications  of  cholera  with  other  dis- 
ease occurred.  Martha  Smith,  aged  thirteen  years,  who  had 
been  under  treatment  for  hypertrophy  of  heart  since  Novem- 
ber, 1848,  and  who  was,  when  seized  with  cholera,  in  otherwise 
good  health,  died  after  a  severe  illness  of  ten  hours,  principally 
marked  with  severe  cramps.  The  other  case,  Martha  Jajje 
Tredwell,  aged  five  years,  recovered  from  the  collapse  stage 
of  cholera  of  fourteen  hours'  duration.  Fourteen  days  after- 
wards, having  in  the  interval  enjoyed  her  usual  health,  she 
died  with  marked  symptoms  of  tubercular 'peritonitis,  which  a 
post-mortem  examination  confirmed.  No  doubt,  the  tuber- 
cular peritonitis  was  in  an  advanced  stage  at  the  time  of  the 
attack  of  cholera  ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  she 
escaped  with  life  from  the  latter,  while  laboring  under  so  for- 
midable a  complication.  This  might  partially  be  accounted 
for  by  her  temperament ;  she  was  remarkable  for  a  quiet, 
calm,  and  lovely  disposition. 

During  this  visitation,  by  the  very  eflficient  aid  of  the  As- 
sistant Matron,  a  complete  police  was  established  in  the 
Asylum,  and  every  case,  of  however  slight  diarrhoea,  was  im- 
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mediately  put  under  careful  treatment,  in  bed :  to  tliis  regu- 
lation, under  Divine  blessing,  it  was  felt  that  the  cessation  of 
the  pestilence  was  in  part  due.  The  same  regulation  had 
been  followed,  but  not  so  rigidly,  during  the  summer  ;  and  a 
careful  and  prepared  vigilance  exercised,  in  view  of  pre- 
venting or  meeting  the  prevailing  sickness. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete,  did  it  not  bear  testimony 
to  the  zeal,  energy,  and  promptness  of  the  officers  of  the  In- 
stitution, during  this  calamitous  visitation.  The  prescriptions 
were  furnished  to  the  little  sufferers  as  soon  as  ordered  ;  in- 
deed, sometimes  before  the  next  succeeding  patient  had  been 
prescribed  for,  the  first  had  already  been  attended  to.  The 
Superintendent  and  Matron  having  been  exhausted  by  their 
duties  at  one  time,  the  weight  of  the  Institution,  the  charge 
b^th  of  the  sick  and  of  the  well,  fell  upon  the  energies  of  the 
Assistant  Matron,  who  discharged  her  duty  with  a  quiet  hero- 
ism worthy  of  highest  praise.  One  of  the  nurses,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams, whose  labors  had  been  faithful,  fell  a  victim  to  the 
disease.  To  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Roberts  I  am  deeply  indebted  for 
counsel  during  this  visitation. 

Of  the  eighty-three  cases  of  illness  recorded  in  the  Hospital 
books,  thirty-one,  or  little  more  than  one-third,  were  directly 
or  indirectly  connected  with  the  prevailing  epidemic  ;  four- 
teen, or  one-sixth,  of  scrofula ;  and  seven,  or  one-twelfth,  of 
tubercular  disease. 

Of  the  twenty  deaths,  one-fourth  were  from  tubercular 
disease,  and  nearly  one-half  from  cholera.  The  mortality 
has  been  four  less  than  during  the  preceding  year  ;  or,  cholera 
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apart,  only  one-half.  This  is  a  cheering  fact  when  taken  in  con- 
nection with  another  fact — to  wit,  that  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  admissions  during  the  present  year  have  been  of  chil- 
dren with  distinctly  marked  scrofulous  diathesis.  And  it  may 
be  further  hoped,  that  when  the  hospital,  now  nearly  complete, 
shall  afford  ample  means  for  the  isolation  of  the  sick  from  the 
well,  the  mortality  will  be  still  further  diminished.  And  the 
completion  of  this  building,  while  it  will  extend  the  limits  of 
this  noble  charity  to  the  admission  of  feeble  and  sick  orphans, 
will  also  afford  a  much  coveted  opportunity  for  the  study  of 
the  interesting  class  of  diseases,  to  which  their  hard  lot  has 
condemned  so  large  a  proportion  of  them. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  McCUNE  SMITH,  M.^D. 
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CITY  PRISONS. 


To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 


Gentlemen  : — 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  my  report  of  the  statistics  of 
the  City  Prison,  in  Centre-street,  and  also  that  of  the  Second 
District  or  Jefferson  Market  Prison,  and  Third  District,  or 
Essex  Market  Prison.  Below  you  will  find  the  totals  from 
all  three  establishments. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EDMONDS, 

Acting  Warden, 

New-York,  January  8tli,  1850. 


From  Jan.  1st  to  May  Tth— First  District,  4,267 
"  "  Second      "  486 

"  "  Third       "  693 


5,446 


From  May  8th  to  Dec.  31st— First        "  9,864 
"  "  Second      "  1,443 

"  «  Third       "  1,289 


— 12,596 


Total  number  of  commitments  for  the  year  1849,  18,042 
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FIRST  DISTRICT. 

New-York,  January  1st,  1850. 

To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

Gentlemen  : — 

The  Warden  respectfully  reports  the  statistics  of  the  City 
Prison  from  the  first  day  of  January  to  the  seventh  day  of 
May,  1849,  (both  days  inclusive,)  as  follows  : — 
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Remaining  in  Prison  Jan.  1st, 
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61 

11 

5 
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0 
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350 

61 

33 
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24 

4 

4 

0 

32 
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Remaining  in  Prison  May  Tth, 
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60 

24 

3 

280 
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CRIMES. 

Males. 

Females 

1 
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CRIMES. 


Committed  for  Attempt  to  Rob  

"         Suborning  Perjury  

"         Attempt  to  Commit  Burglary 

"  Violation  of  Corporation  Or- 
dinances  

"  Desertion  

"  Fraud  

"  Manslaughter  

United  States  Prisoners  
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The  following  Table  exhibits  the  Nativity,  Social  Rela- 
tions, Habits  of  Life,  and  Education  of  the  prisoners  as  ob- 
tained from  each  at  the  time  of  commitment. 


Foreigners  

Natives. 

Married  •  , 

Single  , 

Widowed  •  

Have  Children. ....... 

Unknown*. 

Temperate .  .......... 

Intemperate  

Cannot  read  

Can  read  

Well  educated  , 

Classically  educated . . . , 

Unknown*  

*  Insane. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

2125 

1063 

3188 

784 

295 

1079 

1324 

476 

1800 

1507 

716 

2223 

Do 

ID  i 

1119 

388 

1507 

15 

9 

24 

212 

37 

249 

2697 

1321 

4018 

1372 

915 

2287 

1522 

434 

1956 

166 

58 

224 

10 

0 

10 

15 

9 

24 
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Total  number  of  prisoners  committed 
for  examination  

Of  whom  were  subsequently  fully 
committed  


Discharged  on   examination  within 
five  days.. 


ten  " 
twenty" 
thirty  " 
forty  " 
fifty  " 
sixty  " 


Died 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

704 

200 

904 

218 

67 

285 

486 

133 

619 

404 

104 

47 

19 

26 

8 

2 

2 

1 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

486 

133 



619 

(6) 
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AGES  OF  PRISONERS. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Number  committed  under  ten  years 
of  age.  


between  ten  and  fifteen  

fifteen  and  twenty . . 
twenty  and  thirty. . . 
thirty  and  forty. . . . 

forty  and  fifty  

fifty  and  sixty. . . . . 
sixty  and  seventy. . . 
seventy  and  eighty. . 


5 

65 
265 
1121 
791 
542 
93 
18 
9 

2909 


0 

5 

132 
614 
350 
220 
30 
7 
0 

1358 


5 

70 

397 
1735 
1141 
762 
123 
25 
9 

4267 


83 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

New-York,  January  1st,  1850. 

To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

Gentlemen  : — 

The  Warden  respectfully  reports  the  statistics  of  the  City 
Prison  from  the  eighth  day  of  May  to  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  1849,  (both  days  inclusive,)  as  follows  : — 


Remaining  in  Prison  May  8th, 
Received  from  May  8th  to  De- 

White 

Males. 

White 
Females.  1 

Black 
Males. 

Black 
Females. 

Total. 

193 
6156 

60 
3105 

24 
415 

3 

188 

280 
9864 

During  that  period  were 

6349 

3165 

439 

191 

10,144 

5019 
1 
10 

3 

1117 

88 

2055 
0 
2 

329 
0 
0 
0 
82 
11 

101 

0 
0 
0 
83 
1 

7504 
1 
12 

3 

2337 
105 

0 

1055 
5 

Sent  to  BlackwelPs  Island . . 
Remaining  in  Prison  Dec.  31st, 

6238 

3117 

422 

185 

9962 

111 

48 

17 

6 

182 
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CRIMES. 


Temporarily  committed  and  discharged  on 

examination  .   

Committed  for  Intoxication  >  

Vagrancy  ......   

Petit  Larceny  

Assault  and  Battery  

Disorderly  Conduct  

Grand  Larceny  

the  Governors  of  the  Alms 

House  

Insanity  ...........  .1. . 

Burglary  '  

Attempt  to  Kill ... . 

Robbery  

Abandonment.  . 

Violation  of  Corporation 

Ordinances  

Forgery  

Bastardy  

Misdemeanors  

Keeping  Disorderly  House. 

Riot  

Desertion  .  .•  

Receiving  Stolen  Goods . . . 
Obtaining  property  by  false 

pretences   

Witnesses  

Perjury  

Bigamy  

Embezzlement  .   

Arson  

Illegal  Voting  

Indecent  exposure  of  person 
Offences  against  nature . . . 
Attempt  to  commit  Rape . . 


Males. 


1,158 
2,046 
558 
954 
801 
334 
169 

106 
74 
Y8 
24 
23 
20 

12 
16 
16 
11 
9 
12 
12 


Fern's. 


393 
1,344 
965 
248 
111 
77 
32 
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CRIMES. 

Males. 



Fern's. 

Total. 

Committed  for 

5 

0 

5 

4 

0 

4 

Assault  and  Rescuing  Pri- 

4 

0 

4 

ii 

Attempt  to  commit  Grand 

3 

0 

3 

Ci 

3 

0 

3 

ii 

2 

1 

3 

iC 

2 

1 

3 

2 

0 

2 

n 

Attempt  to  commit  Bur- 

2 

0 

2 

Aiding  escape  of  prisoner. . 

2 

0 

2 

a 

Selling  obscene  books  and 

2 

0 

2 

Commissioners  of  Emigra- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

Selling  Lottery  Policies  . . 

1 

0 

1 

Attempting  to  break  prison, 

1 

0 

1 

u 

Abdnotinn       ....  ....i... 

1 

0 

1 

a 

Soliciting  Emigrant  Pas- 

sengers  without  License. 

1 

0 

1 

u 

1 

0 

1 

u 

1 

0 

1 

u 

Selling  Spirituous  Liquors 

1 

0 

1 

u 

1 

0 

1 

u 

Personating  an  Officer. . . . 

1 

0 

1 

u 

1 

0 

1 

United  States 

30 

3 

33 

6,571 

3,293 

9,864 
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AGES  OF  PRISONERS. 


Number  committed  under  ten  years  of  age, 
between  ten  and  fifteen 

fifteen  and  twenty 
twenty  and  thirty 
thirty  and  forty 
forty  and  fifty 
fifty  and  sixty 
sixty  and  seventy 
seventy  and  eighty 


Males. 


14 
134 
548 
2,963 
1,428 
1,172 
275 
26 
11 
6,571 


Fern's. 

9 
21 
328 
1,117 
968 
749 
86 
15 

3,293 


Total. 

23 
155 
876 
4,080 
2,396 
1,921 
361 
41 
11 
9,864 


8? 


The  following  Table  exhibits  the  Nativity,  Social  Rela- 
tions, Habits  of  Life,  and  Education  of  the  prisoners  as  ob- 
tained from  each  at  the  time  of  commitment. 


Foreigners  

Natives  

Married  

Single  

Widowed.  

Have  Children  

Unknown*  

Temperate.  

Intemperate  

Cannot  read. ....... 

Can  read  

Well  educated  

Classically  educated. 

Unknown*  ■. . . . 

*  Insane. 


Males. 


4814 
1757 


2827 
8534 
189 
2542 
21 


736 
5835 


2741 
8809 
679 
18 
21 


Females. 


2368 
925 


958 
1938 
384 
794 
13 


165 
8128 


2216 
1064 
643 

13 
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Total  number  of  prisoners  commit- 
ted for  examination  

Of  whom  were  subsequently  fully 
committed  


Discharged  on  examination  within 
five  days..  


ten  days.   

twenty  days  

thirty  days  

forty  days  

seventy  days  . .  . . 


Males. 


Females.  Total. 


1596 
438 


1158 


Died  

Remaining  in  prison  Dec.  31st. 


984 
102 
46 
11 
1 
1 
2 

11 

1158 


531 
138 


393 


315 
47 
20 
T 
0 
0 
0 
4 

393 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  EDMONDS,  Acting  Warden, 


SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Report  of  the  Second  District  Prison  for  the  Year  1849. 

The  number  of  prisoners  committed  to  tMs  establishment, 
(exclusive  of  those  transferred  to  the  First  District  Prison,) 
was, 


From  January  1st  to  May  Tth . . 
From  May  8th  to  Dec.  31st  

Total  number  received  during  the 

White 
Males. 

White 
Females. 

Black 
Males. 

Black 
Females. 

Total. 

354 
1165 

126 

263 

3 
13 

3 

2 

486 

1443 

1519 

389 

16 

5 

1929 
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Committed  from  January  1st  to  May  7  th. 


OFFENCE. 

Fu] 
Comm 

cn 

•— t 

ei 

itted. 

QQ 

a 

PR 

Tempo 
Comm 

w 
a> 

rarily 
itted. 

CD 

a 

o 

Total. 

114 
17 
15 
0 
0 
3 

0 
0 

0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

74 
2 
3 
0 
0 
3 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

41 

54 

13 

17 

1 

6 

8 
9 

5 
8 
2 
2 
2 
1 
0 

45 

9 
1 
4 
6 
1 
2 

14 

0 

V 

0 
0 
0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

8 

238 

i  ^ 
35 
23 

2 
14 
22 

2 

5 
8 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 

53 

"  Violation  of  Corporation 

Receiving  Stolen  Goods .... 
"   Offences  not  specified  in 

150 

82 

207 

47 

486 

91 


Committed  from  May  8th  to  Dec.  Slst. 


OFFENCE. 


For  Intoxication..   

"   Disorderly  Conduct. .... . 

"  Assault  and  Battery.  . . 
"   Offences  not  specified  in 

Commitment  

"  Riot  

"   Larceny  ,  

"    Grand  Larceny  

Petit  Larceny  

"  Vagrancy  

"   Burglary..  ^  

Violation  of  Corporation 

Ordinances  

"  Abandonment..*  

"  Insanity  

"   Bastardy  ....(.... 

"  Forgery  

Arson  

"   Stabbing..  ■   

"        "     with  intent  to  kill 

"  Destitution  

"   Gross  Indecency.  .•  

"  Rape   

"  Witnesses,  .r  

"   Shooting  :  

Carried  forward.  ...... 


Fully 
Committed. 


Temporarily 
Committed. 


Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

232 

111 

162 

29 

534 

84 

8 

181 

22 

295 

70 

12 

51 

6 

139 

0 

0 

97 

28 

125 

6 

0 

42 

0 

48 

1 

0 

40 

3 

44 

0 

2 

25 

7 

34 

o 

1 

A. 

ov 

Q 

V 

0 

1 

20 

16 

37 

0 

0 

26 

0 

26 

0 

0 

25 

0 

25 

1 

0 

10 

0 

11 

1 

0 

11 

3 

15 

0 

0 

6 

0 

6 

0 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

3 

2 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

2 

4 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

400 

135 

764 

128 

1427 
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Fully 

Temporarily 

Committed. 

Committed. 

OFFENCE. 

« 

w 

% 

-13 

'a 

a 

o 

'a 

g 

O 

400 

135 

764 

128 

1427 

Obtaining  Property  by  Jb  alse 

TP)     „j  „  „ 

1 

X 

0 

1 

J- 

1 

J. 

o 

6 

1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

403 

135 

775 

130 

1443 
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V 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 


Report  of  Prisoners  discharged  from  Third  District  Prison^ 
from  Jan.  1st  to  May  7thj  1849,  (inclusive,) 


OFFENCE. 


Intoxication  

Assault  and  Battery  , 

Disorderly  Conduct. ...... 

Grand  Larceny  ». . . 

Petit  Larceny  

Suspicion  of  Larceny .... 
False  Pretences ......... 

Fraud  

Attempt  to  Steal  

Stabbing  

Passing  Counterfeit  Money 

Insanity  

Abandonment  

Bastardy  

Bigamy  

Perjury  

Burglary.  .•  •. . . ... . . 

Felony   

Misdemeanor  

Vagrancy  

Total  ......  ,  


a'a 

s  § 

-t-> 

o 
E-t 

o 
O 

140 

lo-i 

OA/1 

o04 

or 

zb 

/I  ^ 

70 

10 

loo 

l4o 

0 

15 

15 

20 

42 

62 

0 

V 

31 

31 

0 

8 

8 

0 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

5 

5 

0 

5 

5 

0 

10 

10 

3 

4 

7 

0 

1 

1 

(' 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

0 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

0 

16 

16 

202 

491 

693 
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Heport  of  Prisoners  discharged  from  Third  District  Prison^ 
from  May  8th  to  Dec.  31st j  1849,  (inclusive.) 


OFFENCE. 


Intoxication ............. 

Disorderly  Conduct  

Assault  and  Battery  

Grand  Larceny  •. 

Petit  Larceny  • 

Attempt  to  Rob  

Suspicion  of  Larceny  

Receiving  Stolen  Goods . . . 

False  Pretences  

Embezzlement  

Felony  

Passing  Counterfeit  Money 

Perjury  

Burglary  

Seduction  

Vagrancy  

Witnesses  

Abandonment  

Bastardy  

Rape  

Arson  

Conspiracy  

Abduction  

Desertion  

Misdemeanors  

Attempt  to  Kill  

Riot  

Insanity  

Fraud  

Bigamy  

Total   


Full; 
)minit 

c3  Is 
o  c 

eI 

Total 

o 

250 

414. 

238 

264 

108 

188 

o 

19 

24 

91 

JL 

5Y 

78 

0 

4 

4 

Q 

V 

TO 

79 

0 

4 

4 

0 

2 

9 

M 

0 

1 

1 

X 

9 

12 

14 

0 

V 

4 

0 

V 

2 

2 

9 

6 

7 

0 

V 

1 

0 

37 

37 

2 

3 

5 

4 

17 

21 

1 

5 

6 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

43 

43 

0 

7 

7 

2 

58 

60 

0 

8 

8 

0 

6 

6 

0 

1 

1 

318 

971 

1289 

95 

Total  number  sent  to  the  Penitentiary 

during  the  year,  .f  32  Males,  79  Females. 

Total  number  sent  to  the  House  of 

Refuge  during  the  year  9    "       4  " 

Respectfully  submitted, 


W.  EDMONDS, 

Acting  Warden, 
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MEDICAL  REPORT. 


OrncE  OF  THE  Physician  of  the  City  Prison,  ) 
(Halls  of  Justice,)  New- York,  Dec.  Slat,  1849.  > 

To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

The  Physician  of  the  City  Prison  begs  leave,  in  offering  to 
you  his  annual  report  on  the  condition  of  his  department,  to 
state  that,  in  accordance  with  your  wishes,  he  has  divided  it 
into  two  portions ;  the  one  embracing  the  period  between  the 
first  day  of  January  last,  the  date  of  his  last  report,  and  the 
eighth  of  May,  on  which  day  the  management  of  the  Prison 
became  vested  in  the  Board  of  Governors  ;  the  other  embra- 
cing the  subsequent  period,  until  the  present  time. 

The  first  of  these  periods  offers  nothing  of  especial  interest. 
During  its  lapse,  there  were  committed  to  the  Prison,  a  total 
of  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  persons,  of 
whom  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  were  pre- 
scribed for  as  requiring  either  medical  or  surgical  attendance. 
The  number  of  deaths  during  this  period  were  eight,  viz : — 


White  Males,.. 

"  Females, 
Colored  Males,. 


5 
2 
1 


8 
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The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Intemperance  and  Exhaustion,  4 

Chronic  Diarrhoea,   1 

Delirium  Tremens,.  1 

Croup,...   1 

Convulsions,  .   •.   1 


8 

An  unusually  large  number  of  cases  of  insanity  were  com- 
mitted to  the  Prison  the  last  year  for  examination.  The 
greater  portion  of  this  number  proved  to  be  suffering  under 
the  temporary  delirium  of  intoxication,  or  were  vagrants  re- 
quiring shelter;  these  have  been  disposed  of  accordingly. 
Seventy-nine,  however,  during  the  first  period  above  men- 
tioned, were  adjudged  by  me  to  be  fit  subjects  for  the 
Asylum. 

Males,  ;   48 

Females,...........'....'  31 

79 

Unless  a  strict,  conscientious  and  judicious  discrimination 
had  been  exercised  on  this  subject,  a  greater  expense  would 
have  been  incurred  in  this  department  of  our  public  charities. 

The  second  period,  embracing  a  term  of  eight  months, 
from  7th  May,  1849,  to  31st  December,  1849,  has  been  preg- 
nant with  deep  interest.    Its  statistics  are  as  follows : — 

Total  of  commitments  to  the  Prison,  nine  thousand  eight 
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hundred  and  sixty-four,  of  whom  four  thousand  one  hundred 
and  six  have  been  prescribed  for.  The  number  of  deaths 
were  fifteen. 


White  Males,  10 

"      Females,   3 

Colored  Males,   2 

Females,..-  •  0 

15 

The  causes  of  death  were — 

Exhaustion  and  Intemperance,  5 

Delirium  Tremens,  4 

Convulsions,  ■  •  3 

Inflammation  of  the  Bowels,  1 

Suicide,...   1 

Executed,  (Wood)..   1 


15 


Four  of  these  deaths  occurred  before  medical  aid  could  be 
extended  to  them,  and  their  cases  were  passed  upon  by  the 
Coroner.  There  have  been  committed  to  the  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum during  the  second  period  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
insane  persons. 

Males,  •  74 

Females,    61 

135 
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Many  cases  of  delirium  tremens  occur  in  the  Prison  after 
commitment,  but  are  generally  successfully  treated  here,  and 
are  never  sent  up  unless  particularly  rebellious  to  treatment 
and  refractory. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  fourteen  cases  of  insanity  sent  to 
the  Island  during  the  past  year,  sixty  belong  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Emigration,  and  are  provided  for,  at  their  expense, 
in  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  BlackwelPs  Island. 

It  is  well  known  to  your  honorable  body,  that  that  desola- 
ting scourge,  the  cholera,  whose  approach  had  been  for  some 
time  anticipated,  broke  out  in  our  city  in  the  month  of  May, 
the  first  cases  occurring  in  a  dense,  filthy  and  vicious  popula- 
tion, in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Prison ;  in  the  Ward 
(6th)  which  suffered  most  of  any  in  the  city,  having  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  deaths.  Commencing  in  Orange-street, 
near  the  Five  Points,  it  soon  spread  throughout  the  neighbor- 
hood, exciting  the  most  serious  alarm  in  the  minds  of  all  con- 
nected with  our  institution,  in  which,  from  the  character  of 
its  inmates  and  the  hygienic  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed,  its  influx  could  scarcely  fail  to  be  followed  by 
the  most  disastrous  consequences. 

Immediately  upon  learning  the  probability  of  its  approach, 
your  Physician  applied  himself  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  anxi- 
ety, aided  by  all  the  resources  that  a  careful  study  of  the 
subject  could  suggest,  and  an  ample  experience,  acquired 
during  the  two  preceding  epidemics  in  this  city,  both  in  a 
private  and  public  professional  character,  could  dictate,  to 
meet  the  fearful  emergency  which  he  had  so  much  reason  to 
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dread.  Every  precautionary  measure  was  immediately  adopt- 
ed. The  diet  of  the  Prison  was  changed  from  Indian  mush 
to  rice,  and  a  better  quality  of  molasses  and  bread,  the  latter 
being  changed  from  "  inferior  middlings,"  to  very  excellent 
wheat  bread,  the  quality  of  which  received  the  approbation 
both  of  the  officers  of  the  Prison  and  others  who  occasionally 
visited  it.  Disinfecting  agents  were  used  with  the  utmost 
liberality  in  the  vaults,  cellars,  sinks,  privy  pipes,  and  yards 
of  the  building.  In  the  three  former,  the  dry  chloride  of 
lime  was  employed.  In  the  two  latter,  "  Grant's  disinfecting 
agent,"  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  answered  fully  the  double 
purpose  of  a  deodorizer  and  disinfectant ;  the  grateful  odor 
from  which  was  at  once  perceptible  on  entering  the  precincts 
of  the  building.  Two,  and  even  three  times  a  week,  the  Cro- 
ton  water  was  freely  used  in  and  about  the  Prison,  by  means 
of  the  engine  and  the  hose,  as  well  as  other  modes  of  ablution 
practiced,  and  the  interiors  of  the  cells  were  whitewashed 
every  other  day.  A  strict  police  was  maintained  over  the 
health  of  the  inmates,  and  on  the  slightest  complaint,  a  report 
was  immediately  made  to  myself,  and  the  patient  at  once  re- 
ceived into  the  temporary  hospital  in  the  yard,  consisting  of 
a  large  canvass  tent,  furnished  by  the  Governors  at  a  very 
early  period  of  the  epidemic.  In  this  tent  I  placed  not  only 
the  sick  prisoners  from  the  tiers,  but  the  many  sent  in  from 
the  street  by  the  Police  Magistrates  as  sick,  or  suspected  of 
being  so,  and  who  either  recovered  under  my  care  or  were 
suitably  disposed  of.  This  last  undertaking  imposed  upon 
me  for  some  months  a  most  onerous  and  fatiguing  service ; 
the  duties  of  physician,  apothecary,  and  not  unfrequently  of 
nurse,  devolving,  as  your  honorable  body  is  perhaps  aware,  on 
one  and  the  same  individual,  your  Physician  attendant. 
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It  remains,  in  reference  to  deodorizing  and  disinfecting 
agents,  that  I  should  passingly  allude  to  two  other  means  of 
effecting  the  above  objects,  and  in  which  I  confess  to  have 
felt  a  confidence  that  I  may  not,  perhaps,  succeed  in  impart- 
ing to  others.  I  shall  state  the  facts  and  apparent  results, 
and  leave  the  decision  of  the  question  of  the  real  degree  of 
their  efficacy  to  be  determined  by  time  and  the  experience  of 
others. 

The  first  is  the  roasting  and  grinding  of  coffee,  used  as  food 
for  the  inmates,  within  the  walls  of  the  Prison  proper.  This 
process,  occupying  the  greater  part  of  a  day,  and  filling  the 
the  building  with  its  grateful  aroma,  much  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  prisoners  contained  within,  was  repeated  on  an  average 
at  least  twice  a  week. 

Second,  at  night,  after  the  closing  of  the  gates  of  the 
Prison,  it  was  my  custom  to  cause  to  be  consumed,  scattered 
in  various  parts  of  the  yard,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  pounds  of 
sulphur.  The  quantity  burned  during  the  course  of  the  sea- 
son amounted  to  perhaps  a  barrel  and  a  half. 

As  to  the  presumed  results  of  these  continued  processes — 
without  intending  to  claim  for  any  a  preference  over  the  oth- 
ers, or  to  assign  its  real  efficacy,  if  any  there  be  to  either — I 
have  only  to  state,  that  whereas  the  disease  prevailed  with 
the  utmost  intensity  around  the  Prison,  and  that  scarcely  a 
public  institution  in  the  city  or  county  escaped  its  ravages, 
the  disease  did  not  make  its  appearance  in  the  City  Prison. 

Three  cases  only  occurred  in  it  during  the  whole  season  of 
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four  montlis,  wliicli  could  conscientiously  be  said  to  have 
originated  in  the  epidemic  influence  abroad  ;  although  nearly 
six  thousand  persons  were,  in  the  meanwhile,  received  from 
every  quarter  of  the  city.  Nor  was  the  disease  propagated 
in  the  Prison  by  any  of  the  numerous  temporary  cases  of 
cholera  brought  in  from  the  street.  Although  a  great  many 
cases  of  premonitory  symptoms  occurred  among  the  prisoners, 
the  purity  of  the  atmosphere  was  such,  and  the  treatment  so 
prompt  and  effectual,  that  I  am  proud  to  say,  not  a  single  case 
proved  fatal,  and  very  few  reached  the  stage  of  collapse. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say,  that  in  carrying  out  every 
measure  which  I  deemed  essential  to  the  health  of  the  Prison, 
I  was  cordially  seconded  by  the  various  oflicers  of  the  insti- 
tution. Both  owing  to,  and  independently  of  the  epidemic 
influence,  the  sickness  in  the  Prison  this  year  has  been  greater 
than  on  the  two  preceding  years  of  my  attendance ;  so  that 
my  time  has  been  greatly  occupied  in  prescribing,  and  my 
devotion  to  my  duties  here  has  been  so  close  as  almost  to  pre- 
clude my  attention  to  any  other  business. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to 
the  present  state  of  the  facts  relating  to  Pauper  Insanity, 
Idiocy,  etc.,  occurring  within  the  county. 

Previous  to  the  8th  May,  when  the  Prisons  were  not  under 
your  control,  the  custom  had  prevailed  of  committing  the 
real  or  supposed  insane  to  the  Insane  Asylum,  by  means  of 
affidavits  made  by  physicians,  either  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility, or  with  the  sanction  of  those  controlling  the  Prisons. 
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Fees  having  been  readily  paid  on  these  occasions  by  the 
Alms  House  Department,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  very 
many  persons  were  committed  to  the  Asylum  as  insane,  who 
were  not  really  such,  or  whom  a  temporary  confinement  and 
appropriate  treatment  would  have  speedily  restored  to  a  state 
of  sanity.  A  premium  was  given,  in  fact,  for  the  discovery 
and  transmission  of  such  cases,  and  much  pecuniary  loss  was 
thus  entailed  upon  the  Department. 

Soon  after  your  honorable  body  had  begun  its  labors,  upon 
a  suggestion  made  to  one  of  your  members  by  myself,  I  was 
requested  by  him  to  devise  some  plan  for  the  more  accurate 
examination  and  disposition  of  the  Insane  County  Poor.  The 
plan  which  I  did  accordingly  so  devise,  was,  that  every  case 
committed  to  the  Prisons  for  examination,  or  reported  to  the 
Department  of  the  Out  Door  Poor,  should  be  seen  by  at  least 
one  physician  attached  to  the  Department,  and  for  conve- 
nience, as  being  in  a  central  location,  the  person  so  selected 
sBould  be  the  Physician  at  the  City  Prison. 

This  plan  was  immediately,  without  any  further  authority 
from  your  body,  adopted  ;  and  as  far  as  I  could  effect  it  at  the 
time,  all  cases  so  committed  or  reported  were  sent  to  the  main 
prison,  or  visited  by  myself  and  an  associate,  (according  to 
law,  which  requires  two  medical  signatures  to  each  affidavit,) 
at  their  dwellings.  This  method  is  still  adopted,  and  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  early  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  its  successful  operation  are  now  happily  wholly  removed, 
and  that  the  magistrates,  keepers  and  sub-keepers  cordially 
co-operate  with  me  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 
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The  City  Prison  has  thus  become  the  great  central  depot 
and  distributmg  reservoir  of  all  persons  committed  by  the 
magistrates  of  the  Police  Offices,  for  insanity,  real  or  sup- 
posed, together  with  those  sent  in  by  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Out  Door  Poor.  I  have,  accordingly,  with  very  little 
expense  to  the  County,  increased  tlie  accommodations  at  the 
City  Prison,  by  building  two  additional  rooms,  ceiled,  board- 
ed, and  floored,  as  well  as  otherwise  warm  and  comfortable. 
Here  the  committed  remain  until,  after  a  sufficient  detention 
to  develop  the  true  nature  of  the  case,  and  a  strict  examina- 
tion, they  are  suitably  disposed  of ;  either  cured  and  dis- 
charged, or  sent  to  the  Asylum. 

Sundry  changes,  I  am  happy  to  say,  have  been  made  in  the 
interior  arrangements  of  the  Prison,  since  my  last  report. 
These  will,  in  my  opinion,  contribute  much  to  the  cleanliness 
and  health  of  its  inmates.  For  the  former  hard  and  comfort- 
less "  bunks,"  which  served  as  a  nest  for  vermin,  the  Gov- 
ernors, with  a  praiseworthy  liberality,  have  substituted  neft 
iron  bedsteads,  upon  the  principal  corridors ;  and  I  trust 
these  benevolent  effi3rts  will  not  relax  until  the  whole  Prison 
on  both  sides  shall  be  similarly  provided.  I  have  still,  how- 
ever, to  regret  the  present  construction  of  the  cell  doors,  be- 
cause they  prevent  a  free  ventilation  and  render  the  prisoners 
difficult  of  access  during  the  night.  I  have  reason  to  hope 
this  will  not  escape  the  attention  of  your  Board. 

The  mode  of  warming  the  eastern  section  of  the  Prison  has 
been  materially  improved,  by  an  apparatus  connected  with 
the  steam  engine  in  the  kitchen. 
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I  would  suggest  that  the  "  Hospital  room  "  in  the  male 
department  be  enlarged,  and  also  one  provided  in  the  female 
department.  I  would  further  suggest  that  a  male  and  female 
nurse  be  permanently  attached  to  the  Institution ;  the  num- 
ber of  sick  and  insane  who  are  treated  here  renders  such  as- 
sistance exceedingly  to  be  desired. 

Allow  me  to  refer  you  to  a  passage  in  my  former  report 
relative  to  the  waste  pipes  of  the  Prison  : — 

"  The  cellars  are  naturally  damp,  but  in  addition  to  that, 
they  are  made  much  more  so  by  being  converted  into  a  waste- 
place  for  the  Croton  water  that  is  used  in  the  Prison. 

"  Four  pipes  from  different  apartments,  are  suffered  to  ex- 
pend their  water  in  these  vaults.  One  of  these  pipes  runs 
from  the  Police  Office — one  from  the  Sixth  District  Station 
House — one  from  the  Keeper's  Office,  and  one  from  the  south 
wing  of  the  female  prison.  These  pipes  ought  to  be  connect- 
ed with  the  main  pipe,  which,  passing  through  the  centre  of 
the  building,  empties  into  the  sewer." 

I  return  my  thanks  to  your  honorable  body  for  your  per- 
sonal kindness  extended  to  me,  and  for  your  prompt  liber- 
ality in  supplying  all  my  requisitions. 

The  above  I  respectfully  submit,  as  my  report  for  the 
year  1849. 

J.  C.  COVEL,  M.  D., 


iPhi/sician  to  the  City  Prison, 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

Gentlemen  : — 

The  Resident  Physician  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  Black- 
welPs  Island,  respectfully  reports  that  the  Admissions,  Dis- 
charges and  Deaths  at  this  Institution  during  the  year  1849, 
have  been  as  follow  : 


Number  of  Patients  Jan-  > 
uary  1st,  1849,  .    .  \ 
Admitted  during  the  year. 
Discharged,  .... 
Died,  

Remaining  in  Asylum,  ) 
January  1st,  1850,  \ 


White 
Males. 

White 
Females. 

Black 
Males. 

Black 
Fern's. 

Total. 

176 

244 

11 

6 

437 

224 

222 

5 

8 

459 

141 

135 

4 

3 

283 

81 

120 

4 

7 
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178 

211 
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4 
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PLACES  OF  NATIVITY  OF  THOSE  ADMITTED. 


New- York,  .    .  . 

.  84 

228 

New  Jersey,     .  . 

.  15 

Germany,    .    .    .  . 

48 

Connecticut, 

.  2 

England,      .    .    .  . 

29 

Massachusetts,  .  . 

.  9 

Scotland,     .    .    .  . 

9 

Rhode  Island,  . 

1 

Denmark,    .    .    .  . 

Vermont, 

.  1 

4 

New  Hampshire,  . 

.  1 

Switzerland, 

3 

Maine,  .... 

.  1 

4 

Pennsylvania,  . 

.  3 

1 

Maryland,    .  . 

.  3 

1 

Delaware,    .    .  . 

.  2 

1 

Louisiana,    .    .  . 

.  1 

Atlantic  Ocean,     .  . 

1 

1 

Number  of  Natives, 

123 

Canada,  

o 
o 

1 

Number  of  Foreigners, 

336 

CIVIL  CONDITION. 


Single .... 
Married  . . 
Widows  . .! 
Widowers. 


Males.  Females. 


115  100 

100  92 

  38 

14 


PROFESSION  OF  RELIGION. 

Protestants  208 

Catholics  •   239 

Jews   12 
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AGES  AT  THE  TIME  OF  ADMISSION. 


Males.  No. 


Under  20  years  7 

From  20  to  30  72 

"    30  to  40  77 

"    40  to  50  55 

"    50  to  60  ;  13 

"    60  to  70  5 

"    70  to  80   0 


Females.  No. 


Under  20  years . . .  .■  •. .  9 

From  20  to  30.   93 

"    30  to  40  66 

"    40  to  50...  41 

"    50  to  60  ....12 

"    60  to  70....   7 

"    70  to  80...'.........  1 

"    80  to  90...   0 

"    90  to  100   1 


FORM  OF  INSANITY  OF  THOSE  DISCHARGED. 


Recover'd 

Improved. 

Unimpv'd. 

Total. 

132 
30 
8 
1 
1 

31 
16 

1 

12, 

1 

3 
3 

4 

283 

Add  36  cases  of  Delirium  ) 
Tremens,  1  Hysteria  and  > 
3  Febrile  Delirium,  rec'd  } 

Improper  subjects  for  Asjduni 

40 

TERM  OF  RESIDENCE  OF  THOSE  DISCHARGED. 


Recover'd 

Improved. 

Unimpv'd. 

Total. 

130 

34 

5 

From  3  to  6  "   

47 

10 

4 

f  "    6  to  12  "   

23 

7 

0 

11 

6 

2 

"    3  to  6  "   

1 

3 

0 

283 

Ill 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Cholera  86 

Diarrhoea  .10 

Chronic  Diarrhoea  38 

Dysentery  4 

Consumption  21 

Congestion  of  the  Brain.. 12 

Apoplexia  5 

Epilepsy   5 

Paralysis   2 

Paralysie  Generale  3 

Scrofula   1 

Scurvy   1 

Suicide   1 


Albuminuria   1 

Typhoid  Fever   8 

Typhoid  Pneumonia  1 

Delirium  Tremens   3 

Chronic  Peritonitis  1 

Erysipelas   2 

Softening  of  the  Brain ...  1 

Dropsy   1 

Old  age  4 

Exhaustion  from  exposure 
to  cold  before  admis- 
sion 1 


A  retrospect  of  the  past  year  affords  much  pleasure, 
although  saddened  by  the  recollection  of  the  results  of  the 
fearful  epidemic  which  prevailed  in  the  summer.  Many  in- 
dividuals have  been  restored  to  their  friends,  again  resuming 
their  previous  occupations  and  becoming  useful  members  of 
society.  Almost  every  week  some  of  this  class  have  visited 
the  Institution,  and  expressed  in  the  warmest  terms  their 
gratitude  for  the  benefit  received  from  the  benevolence  of 
the  citizens  of  New- York.  Although  the  expenses  have  been 
necessarily  large  for  the  support  of  this  noble  charity,  yet  it 
can  hardly  be  supposed  that  the  same  amount  of  good  could 
have  been  effected  from  the  same  expenditure  in  any  other 
manner. 

No  one  can  properly  estimate  the  benefits  resulting  to 
socie-ty  from  the  restoration  of  reason  to  the  insane,  or  the 
value  of  the  comforts  afforded  the  incurable. 
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During  the  year,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  patients 
have  been  under  treatment,  of  whom  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  were  in  the  Asylum  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
while  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  have  been  admitted  during 
that  period. 

Of  this  number,  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  have  been 
discharged,  and  two  hundred  and  twelve  have  died.  The 
proportion  of  deaths  is  nearly  equal  to  twenty-four  per  cent, 
upon  the  whole  number  for  the  year.  No  accidental,  and 
but  one  suicidal  death  has  occurred.  A  female,  aged  twenty- 
five,  was  admitted  on  the  11th  of  May.  She  complained  of 
being  unable  to  obtain  work  in  the  City,  her  mind  was  greatly 
depressed,  but  she  said  nothing  to  indicate  a  suicidal  propen- 
sity. Her  meals  were  taken  regularly.  The  day  after  ad- 
mission she  went  to  her  room,  and,  wliile  lying  upon  the  bed, 
tied  a  narrow  strip  of  cloth  about  her  neck  sufficiently  tight 
to  produce  immediate  suffocation. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  considerably  greater  during  the 
months  of  June  and  July,  than  during  the  other  ten  months. 

As  the  increase  of  mortality  during  these  months  was  pro- 
duced by  the  cholera,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a  brief  history 
of  the  commencement  and  progress  of  this  epidemic. 

There  were  four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  patients  in  the 
Asylum,  and  eighty  Penitentiary  help,  when  the  cholera  first 
made  its  appearance — making  a  total  of  five  hundred  and 
seventy- seven  inmates.    Of  this  number,  one  hundred  and 
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forty-eight  were  attacked ;  of  which,  ninety-one  died,  and 
fifty-seven  recovered. 

The  epidemic  made  its  appearance  on  the  10th  of  June. 
A  colored  man,  who  had  been  in  the  Institution  for  several 
years,  was  the  first  patient  attacked.  He  was  demented,  ex- 
tremely filthy  in  his  habits,  had  no  control  over  his  appetite, 
and  ate  voraciously  of  whatever  he  found,  however  disgust- 
ing; and  for  these  reasons  (as  he  was  never  violent)  was 
kept  in  the  Lodge.  There  were  no  premonitory  symptoms. 
Half  an  hour  after  having  his  dinner,  he  was  found  in  com- 
plete collapse,  very  slight  diarrhoea,  pulseless,  cold  skin,  with 
severe  cramps  of  the  inferior  extremities.  He  died  in  five 
hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease. 

From  the  10th  of  June  to  the  29th,  twenty  cases  occurred 
in  the  Lodge. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  the  first  case  occurred  in  the  main 
building,  few  cases  occurring  in  the  Lodge  after  this  period. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  new  cases  and 
deaths  for  each  day  : — 


(8) 
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Date. 
1849. 

S'umber 
of  new 
Cases. 

l^umber 

of 
Deaths. 

! 

Date.  j 
1849. 

l^umber 
of  new 

Cases 

Number 

of 
Deaths. 

June  10 

1 

1 

July 

i 

9  1 

15  1 

6 

"  11 

1 

.  0 

a 

12  1 

1 

8 

"  .  23 

1 

1 

1 

11 

6  1 

5 

"  -11 

1 

1 

a 

12 

4 

"  25 

0 

i 

0  i 

a 

13 

0 

4 

j       "  26 

r 
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5  ! 

1 

i  i 

11 

6 

4 

^ 

1 

0  ! 

1 

u 

15 

10 

4 

j       "  28 

3 
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3 

a 

16 

13 

10 

1       "  29 

5- 

2 

a 

IT 

9 

6 

"  30 

I 

2 

0 

a 

18 

•  > 

o 
O 

1      July  1 

1 

O 
O 

1 

cc 

19 

4 

2 

1 

1       "  2 

1  1 

1 

a 

20 

0 

1         a  o 

! 

1  3 

0 

a 

21 

i 

1  2 

1 

0 

1 

1  5 

! 

i 

1 

22 

1  2 

I  2 

5 

1 

!  4 

23 

i  1 

i 

i  1 
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1 

1  2 

1 

1  1 

a 

21 

1 

1 

1  3 
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25 
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1  1 

2 
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The  largest  number  of  cases  occurred  on  tlie  9tli  and  16tli 
of  July,  the  days  preceding  having  been  very  damp  and  un- 
pleasant. It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  a  moist  atmos- 
phere predisposes  the  system  to  the  development  of  this 
disease.  The  insensible  cutaneous  perspiration  is  not  only 
diminished  by  humid  air,  but  the  amount  of  oxygen  received 
into  the  lungs  at  each  inspiration  is  also  diminished  by  the 
volume  of  vapor,  thus  producing  an  accumulation  of  carbon 
in  the  blood. 

The  table  of  mortality  is  large,  and  yet,  in  recalling  to 
mind  the  individual  patients  attacked,  the  wonder  is  that  any 
recovered.  The  principal  sufferers  have  been  those  who 
were  usually  lying  about  upon  the  floor  or  benches,  regardless 
of  their  situation,  and,  in  some  cases,  addicted  to  filthy  habits, 
resulting  from  their  demented  state.  Their  physical  condi- 
tion was  impaired  generally.  Many  of  the  patients  had  been 
in  the  Asylum  for  a  long  time,  suffering  from  a  chronic  dis- 
ease of  the  brain,  the  healthy  condition  of  which  organ  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  in  resisting  disease,  as  it  is  the  "  fons 
et  origo  "  of  the  vital  power.  Eight  per  cent,  of  those  who 
died  had  been  in  this  Institution  more  than  ten  years  ;  and 
probabl}^  more  than  one-half  had  been  insane  from  ten  to 
twenty-five  years. 

The  following  table  gives  the  time,  from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  termination  of  the  disease  : — 

6  died  in  from  3  to   6  hours,  all  were  collapsed  ab  initio, 

18  '  "         "6  to  12    "      all  collapsed  ab  initio. 

OA    u         a    10  +   OA    a     5  ^11  were  collapsed  apparcnt- 

I  ly  ab  initio,  ' 
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16  died  in  from  20  to  30  hours,  \  all  collapsed  from  4  to  12 

'  (     hours  after  attack. 

6  "        "  30  to  48    "      5  5  collapsed, 

(  1  partially  collapsed. 

4    "    3d  day    \       partially  collapsed,  and  died  from 
^  t  prostration. 

4    "  4th  and  5th  days,  \  ^  ""f^Tf}  ^  P'^rtially  collapsed, 
(     all  died  irom  consecutive  lever. 

7  "  after  5th  day,  \  ^  «f  f^f  ^'  ^  Partially  collapsed, 

(     all  died  irom  consecutive  fever. 

The  symptoms  of  the  disease  were  usually  diarrhoea  and 
vomiting,  great  thirst,  cramps  in  the  lower  extremities,  fol- 
lowed by  blueness  of  the  skin,  cold  tongue  and  cold  breath, 
an  icy  coldness  of  the  surface,  clammy  perspiration,  suppres- 
sion of  biliary  and  urinary  secretions,  and  a  cessation  of  the 
pulse.  The  stage  of  collapse  continued  from  four  to  twenty- 
four  hours,  the  pulse  becoming  perceptible  if  the  patient  sur- 
vived the  shock,  and  gradually  increasing  in  force,  until,  in 
some  cases,  active  fever  was  developed. 

In  those  who  were  not  entirely  demented,  the  intellectual 
powers  were  apparently  improved  during  the  severity  of  the 
disease  ;  but  at  its  subsidence  the  mind  resumed  its  previous 
condition. 

The  subjoined  facts  relative  to  symptoms  and  results 
were  taken  from  the  notes  of  the  cases  : — 

In  148  cases,  Diarrhoea  and  vomiting  were  absent  in  1 

^'       "     Diarrhoea  was  absent  in  1 

"       "     Vomiting    "          "  5 

.            Cramps  were  absent  in  59 
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Diarrhoea,  vomiting  and  cramps  occurred  in 

Complete  collapse  occurred  in 

Premonitory  symptoms  were  known  to  exist  in 


82 
90 
61 
31 
56 


"  to  be  absent  in 
unascertained 


In  the  case  in  which  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  were  absent, 
there  were  severe  cramps  in  the  extremities,  and  extreme 
collapse,  death  occurring  in  three  hours,  followed  by  strong 
muscular  contractions,  which  are  so  characteristic  of  this 
disease. 

The  patient  in  whom  diarrhoea  was  absent,  had  severe 
cramps  in  the  extremities  and  abdomen,  excessive  vomiting 
and  feeble  pulse,  but  recovered. 


The  five  in  whom  vomiting  was  absent,  were  collapsed 
directly  after  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  In  one, 
cramps  were  likewise  absent.  All  died  in  three,  five,  four, 
three,  sixteen  hours  respectively. 

Of  the  fifty-nine  cases  in  which  cramps  were  absent,  thir- 
teen were  partially,  and  thirty- two  were  completely  collapsed. 
Thirty-six  of  this  number  died. 

As  the  term  collapse  has  been  frequently  used,  it  might  be 
proper  to  remark  that  it  has  been  applied  only  to  cases  where 
the  patient  was  pulseless. 

The  treatment  was  varied  according  to  the  circumstances ; 
and,  without  describing  minutely  the  particular  symptoms  in 
each  individual  case,  would  prove  unsatisfactory  if  given. 
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Before  closing  this  subject,  I  would  refer  to  tlie  great 
number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  which  occurred  during  the  pre- 
valence of  the  cholera  in  this  Institution.  If  the  patient 
obstinately  refused  medicine  while  a  diarrhoea  existed,  in  a 
few  hours  the  symptoms  of  cholera  were  well  marked,  but  if 
medicine  were  taken  early  the  patient  usually  recovered  ra- 
pidly. 

Two  of  the  attendants  have  fallen  victims  to  the  disease  ; 
neither,  however,  were  in  the  Institution  at  the  time  of  their 
death.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Rockwell,  went  home  on  account 
of  indisposition,  was  attacked  with  cholera  a  few  hours  after 
reaching  home,  and  died  in  twelve  hours.  The  other,  Mr. 
McAlpin,  visited  his  family  in  usual  health,  had  no  premoni- 
tory symptoms,  and  died  in  eight  hours  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  disease.  It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  these 
gentlemen,  to  accord  to  each  the  credit  of  having  faithfully 
discharged  his  duties. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-three  patients  have  been  dis- 
charged, of  whom  two  hundred  and  twelve  had  recovered,  and 
sixty  sufficiently  improved  to  be  useful  to  their  friends.  This 
result  is  highl}"  gratifying,  giving  a  ratio  of  nearly  sixty  per 
cent,  upon  the  admissions,  although  the  mortality  has  been 
so  great. 

Many  have  been  admitted  who  were  insane  for  a  long  time  ; 
some  who  had  been  treated  in  other  Institutions,  and,  being 
incurable,  the  ratio  of  recoveries  is  thus  diminished  y  yet  a 
large  number  has  been  admitted  the  past  ear  from  a  better  class 
than  previously.    Nearly  five  thousand  dollars  have  accrued 
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witliin  the  last  six  months  for  the  support  of  pay  patients. 
This  fact  clearly  indicates  the  increasing  confidence  of  the 
public,  and  that  the  Institution  is  regarded  not  as  a  place  for 
safe  keeping  only,  but  as  a  curative  establishment.  It  should 
be  so  ;  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  may  not  become  a  model 
Institution.  Its  local  advantages  are  not  excelled,  if  they  be 
equalled.  Away  from  the  excitement  of  the  city,  yet  of  easy 
access  to  the  friends  of  the  patients  ;  surrounded  by  water,  so 
as  to  render  a  high  inclosure  unnecessary ;  a  pure,  invigora- 
ting atmosphere ;  and,  in  addition,  the  most  beautiful  scenery 
on  every  side — all  of  these  tend  to  remove  despondency,  estab- 
lish the  health,  and  restore  the  reason.  The  happiness  of  the 
insane,  as  well  as  sane,  depends  in  no  small  degree  upon  the 
surrounding  prospect.  It  is  obviously  im.portant  that  there 
should  be  some  place  for  the  reception  of  patients  whose 
friends  are  not  able  to  support  them  in  a  private  asylum  and 
are  unwilling  to  have  them  supported  as  paupers,  but  who 
are  able  to  contribute  something  towards  their  support. 
Under  the  present  arrangement  this  matter  is  happily  effected, 
as  by  the  monthly  payment  of  small  sums  by  the  friends  of 
the  patient  additional  comforts  are  supplied. 

Near  the  close  of  last  year  the  new  buildings  were  occu- 
pied by  patients,  and  we  have  had,  during  the  present  year, 
the  benefit  of  sufficient  room  for  a  judicious  classification. 

Five  wards  have  been  appropriated  to  the  males  and  seven 
to  the  females,  besides  a  ward  for  the  sick  of  each  sex.  The 
advantages  resulting  from  this  are  shown  by  the  order  and 
quietness  existing  in  the  different  wards. 
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Less  restraint  has  been  requisite,  and  frequently  it  has 
not  been  necessary  during  the  day  to  apply  any  restraining 
apparatus,  or  even  to  confine  a  single  patient  in  his  room. 

The  condition  of  the  patients  has  been  progressively  im- 
proved for  the  last  two  years,  and  as  their  comforts  have 
been  increased  by  the  classification  and  treatment,  the  num- 
ber of  violent  paroxysms,  accidents,  and  attempts  to  commit 
suicide  has  been  lessened.  Under  the  new  organization  the 
establishment  of  a  Head,  with  full  power  to  regulate  the  in- 
ternal afiairs,  has  greatly  conduced  to  secure  a  proper  sys- 
tem and  order,  and  also  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties 
allotted  to  each  officer. 

In  speaking  of  this  subject,  Esquirol  remarks  : — "  In  an 
establishment  for  the  insane  there  must  be  a  Head,  and  a 
single  Head,  from  whom  all  authority  should  emanate. 
When  there  are  several  co-ordinate  powers,  and  the  mind  of 
the  insane  knows  not  upon  whom  to  repose,  it  wanders  in 
doubt,  confidence  is  not  established — now  without  confidence 
there  is  no  cure."  A  large  proportion  of  the  male  patients 
has  been  kept  in  the  open  air  much  of  the  time  during  the 
summer,  either  occupied  in  labor  or  taking  exercise  within 
the  inclosures.  The  amount  of  work  done  cannot  be  accu- 
rately given,  on  account  of  the  various  kinds  of  employment ; 
but  at  least  one-third  of  the  whole  number  of  patients  has 
been  engaged  in  some  species  of  labor. 

Free  access  to  the  reading-room  has  contributed  much  to 
the  restoration  of  convalescents. 
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The  library,  made  up  as  it  is  of  biography,  history,  geo- 
graphy, philosophy,  theology,  poetry,  fiction,  etc.,  affords 
something  agreeable  to  the  intellectual  taste  of  each  patient. 

To  the  mind  depressed  with  anxiety,  the  reading  of  pro- 
perly selected  works  of  fiction  must  prove  highly  beneficial. 
While  the  individual  is  engaged  with  the  ideas  of  others,  his 
own  reasoning  faculties  are  not  necessarily  exercised,  and  in 
pursuing  the  train  of  thought  of  another  his  troubles  (real  or 
imaginary)  are  forgotten. 

Dr.  Wigan,  in  referring  to  Walter  Scott,  remarks  : — "  How 
many  a  harassed  brain  has  been  soothed  by  his  delightful 
fictions — how  many  a  lingering  disease  has  been  rendered 
endurable — from  how  many  has  he  diverted  the  dismal  pros- 
pect of  inevitable  death — to  how  many  an  aching  heart  has 
he  brought  consolation  and  comfort,  and  the  temporary  obli- 
vion of  sorrow — how  many  a  suicide  has  he  prevented,  and 
how  many  a.  bewildered  brain  placed  in  repose !  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  I  attribute  the  recovery  of  many  a  pa- 
tient to  the  mental  composure  produced  by  reading  his  admi- 
rable romances,  in  which  there  is  nothing  to  detract  from  the 
entire  satisfaction  and  assent  of  a  virtuous  mind." 

As  there  have  been  additional  contributions  to  the  library 
since  the  last  annual  report,  the  names  of  these  donors  are 
added  below  to  the  previous  list : — 


James  Donaldson. . 
Miss  E.  Lawrence, 
Morris  Ketchum. . 


$50  00 
.50  00 
.25  00 


have  each  contributed  a  large 
>  number  of  valuable  books  the 
present  year. 
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John  Johnston  25  00 

Stewart  Brown  25  00 

Gardiner  G.  Howland  20  00 

Jehiel  J.  Post  25  00 

Lady  (by  Miss  Lawrence)  10  00 

James  Lenox  100  00 

C.  S.  Francis  &  Co.,....' 

D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  

Edward  Dunigan,  , 

Messrs.  Fowder  &  Wells, 

Mrs.  M.  Pell..-  10  00 

Frederick  Wolcott   ,  10  00 

Robert  Carter  &  Brothers.   .  .10  00 

Edward  Dunigan  ■   10  00 

Joseph  Lawrence  5  00 

James  Parsons..  .'•  '  5  00 

Arthur  Stewart  ■   •   3  00 

Harper,  Brothers  4  00 

Townsend,  Brothers  •' . .  5  00 

John  H.  Chambers, . . .  )  furnished  a  number  of  newspapers 
Editors  of  the  "  Era,''  >  for  several  months. 


Our  warmest  expressions  of  gratitude  are  due  to  those  who 
have  so  kindly  contributed  to  alleviate  suffering  humanity, 
and  may  Heaven  reward  them  with  its  choicest  blessings. 

We  trust  that  others  will  take  an  interest  in  this  matter, 
and  that  this  library,  so  happily  commenced,  will  continue  to 
increase  in  size  and  usefulness. 

Much  was  done  by  the  late  and  lamented  Dr.  Macdonald 
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towards  its  establishment,  but  ere  liis  hopes  were  fully  con- 
summatedj  death  deprived  us  of  his  counsel,  and  the  insane  of 
a  friend,  whose  whole  soul  was  devoted  to  the  melioration  of 
their  condition. 

Religious  services  have  been  regularly  held  upon  the  Sab- 
bath, and  attended  by  man}"  of  the  inmates.  There  were,  in 
the  months  of  November  and  December,  from  three  hundred 
and  ninety  to  four  hundred  patients  in  the  Asylum,  and  du- 
ring this  time  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  was  the  average 
number  that  attended  service.  The  influence  of  these  exer- 
cises has  been  favorable.  The  Clergy,  (Protestant  and  Catho- 
lic,) during  the  ravages  of  the  fearful  epidemic,  were  ever 
ready  to  administer  spiritual  comfort  and  consolation  to  the 
sick  and  dying. 

It  is  very  important  that  the  improvements  recently  com- 
menced in  the  arrangement  of  the  grounds,  and  the  building 
of  proper  enclosures,  should  be  resumed  early  in  the  spring. 

When  the  grounds  have  the  requisite  grading,  trees  may  be 
planted,  which  will  not  only  afford  an  agreeable  shade  and 
partial  protection  to  the  building,  but  add  much  to  the  beauty 
of  the  Island. 

The  expense  attending  the  erection  of  the  buildings  has 
been  nearly  half  a  milhon  of  dollars,  and  yet  no  provision  has 
ever  been  made  for  a  night  watchman.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  dwell  upon  the  horrors  of  a  conflagration  in  an  Institution 
of  this  kind,  as  you  well  know  the  condition  and  situation  of 
the  inmates,  and  certainly  every  possible  means  should  be 
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adopted  to  prevent  such  a  calamity.  The  danger  would  be 
greatly  lessened  by  having  a  watchman  to  visit  the  different 
parts  of  the  building  during  the  night,  to  observe  the  condi- 
tion of  the  fires,  and  watch  carefully  to  prevent  any  accident 
from  this  source. 

Visits  have  been  frequently  made  by  the  Visiting  Physi- 
cians, Drs.  Ogden  and  Williams.  Much  good  has  resulted 
from  their  visits,  not  only  from  the  valuable  counsel  of  those 
gentlemen,  but  from  the  increased  public  confidence.  The 
community  can  have  no  better  security  against  any  serious 
abuse  or  neglect  of  the  patients,  than  the  frequent  examination 
of  every  part  of  the  Asylum  by  competent  medical  examiners. 
I  am  greatly  indebted  to  those  gentlemen  for  many  valuable 
suggestions  as  to  the  treatment  and  care  of  the  insane.  Their 
previous  acquaintance  with  the  cholera  rendered  their  advice 
of  great  service  in  the  prevention  and  management  of  this 
disease. 

The  Assistant  Physicians,  Drs.  Jenkins  and  Jarvis,  are 
entitled  also  to  great  credit  for  the  faithful  manner  in  which 
their  duties  have  been  discharged. 

This  Institution,  until  the  month  of  May,  was  under  the 
control  of  the  Hon.  Moses  G.  Leonard,  Alms  House  Com- 
missioner. The  same  attention  and  care  which  had  char- 
acterized his  course  for  the  previous  years,  were  equally  shown 
up  to  that  period. 

Before  closing  this  communication,  I  would  gratefully  ac- 
knowledge the  efficient  support  and  aid  received  from  your 
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honorable  body.  Your  Committee,  Governors  Pinkney  and 
Daly,  by  their  frequent  visits  and  humane  attentions  when 
death  "was  in  our  midst,  and  their  promptitude  in  furnishing 
the  requisite  supplies,  must  necessarily  secure  from  your  hon- 
orable body  and  the  citizens  of  New-York,  those  commenda- 
tions which  they  have  so  justly  merited. 

M.  H.  RANNEY,  M.  D., 

Resident  Physicia  n . 


126 


VISITING  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Jfew-York 
Alms  House^  the  Visiting  Physicians  of  the  Lunatic 
Asylitm,  BlackweW s  Island^  respectfully  report  : — 

Tliat,  after  earnest  solicitation  on  tlie  part  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession,  jom  predecessors,  the  honora- 
ble the  Common  Council  of  the  City  and  County  of  New- 
York,  passed  an  Ordinance  in  October,  1847,  "  For  the 
regulation  of  the  Hospital  department  of  the  Alms  House  of 
the  City  and  County  of  New- York."  Under  this  ordinance, 
Drs.  James  Macdonald,  Benjamin  Ogden,  Pliny  Earle,  and 
A.  V.  Williams  were  appointed  "  Visiting  Physicians  to  the 
Lunatic  Asylum,"  whose  duties  were  to  consult  with  the 
Resident  Physician,  and  to  advise  with  him  as  to  the  medical 
police  and  such  improved  moral  treatment  and  other  regula- 
tions as  the  welfare  of  the  patients  and  the  interests  of  the 
City  may  render  beneficial  or  necessar3^"  Dr.  Earle,  from 
Ijis  engagements  with  the  Bloomingdale  As3dum,  was  unable 
to  serve,  and  the  duties  were  assumed  by  the  otlier  three, 
visiting  four  months  each  during  the  year,  besides  frequently 
meeting  together  for  conference  at  the  Asjdum.  After  the 
death  of  the  lamented  Dr.  Macdonald,  in  May  last,  who  had 
rendered  such  important  services  to  the  Institution,  the  duties 
devolved  upon  the  undersigned. 
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On  commencing  their  labors  on  tlie  lOtli  of  November, 
1847,  the  Visiting  Physicians  made  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  Asylum  and  its  inmates,  and  forwarded  a  written  com- 
munication to  the  Common  Council  of  its  condition,  together 
with  such  suggestions  for  its  improvement  as  to  them 
appeared  expedient  and  necessary.  In  subsequent  reports, 
those  recommendations  have  been  reiterated  and  urged,  with 
the  reasons  that  gave  rise  to  them. 

To  these  documents,  which  have  been  placed  in  your  pos- 
session, your  honorable  body  is  respectfully  referred,  as  in- 
creased experience  and  longer  observation  have  but  confirmed 
our  conviction  of  the  correctness  of  the  views  expressed 
in  them. 

In  the  progressive  movements  of  the  present  century, 
nothing  will  be  seen  more  marked  than  the  improvement  in 
the  treatment  of  the  insane.  No  part  of  the  field  of  huma- 
nity has  yielded  richer  rewards.  These  improvements  have 
been  suggested  by  medical  men,  carried  into  execution  under 
their  direction,  and  sustained  by  public  opinion  enlightened 
by  facts  developed,  and  inquiries  excited  by  tlioir  repre- 
sentations. 

The  unfortunate  lunalic  is  no  longer  consigned  to  a  mere 
receptacle  for  the  insane  and  to  keepers  of  mad-houses,  but 
is  placed  in  lunatic  hospitals  under  the  care  and  direction 
of  medical  superintendents,  selected  for  their  humanity  and 
medical  qualifications. 

Actuated  by  these  views,  you  have,  since  your  induction 


128 


into  office,  increased  the  powers  and  added  to  the  responsibi- 
lities of  the  medical  department  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum 
under  your  charge ;  and  to  enable  them  to  perform  those 
duties  with  any  satisfaction  to  themselves,  to  you,  and  to  the 
public,  your  constant  aid  and  co-operation  will  be  required. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  past  year,  we  see  it  has 
been  one  of  great  trial.  The  fearful  epidemic  that  over- 
spread our  country,  visited  this  Institution  with  great  se- 
verity. The  mortality  among  the  inmates  from  the  epidemic 
was  very  great,  for  the  particulars  of  w^hich,  you  are  referred 
to  the  report  of  the  Resident  Physician. 

From  reports  of  similar  institutions,  it  would  seem  that 
the  insane  were  particularly  obnoxious  to  cholera  poison. 
This  perhaps  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  diminished  vital 
power  resulting  from  insanity,  and  also  by  the  difficulty  of 
detecting  its  early  stage  or  premonitory  symptoms.  Several 
patients  refused  to  take  medicine,  and  those  all  died,  whilst 
many  in  apparent  extreme  collapse  recovered  under  medical 
treatment — an  important  fact,  show^ing  the  fatality  of  the 
disease  when  left  to  the  unassisted  efforts  of  nature. 

Whilst  this  epidemic  continued,  the  necessity  of  trusting 
the  sick  to  the  care  of  the  Penitentiary  help,  instead  of  hav- 
ing proper  attendants,  was  painfully  felt.  Upon  such  nurses, 
furnished  by  the  present  system,  we  have  mainly  to  depend. 
The  employees  of  the  establishment  lent  whatever  aid  they 
were  able,  but  their  ordinary  duties  absorbed  their  time  and 
attention. 
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The  cruelty  of  leaving  insane  men  and  women  to  tlie  tender 
mercies  of  those  whose  crimes  and  misdemeanors  have  ren- 
dered their  imprisonment  necessary  for  the  good  of  society, 
is  so  apparent,  that  we  cannot  see  what  causes  have  held 
such  control  over  the  minds  of  those  who  have  the  power  to 
remedy  the  evil,  as  to  prevent  their  exerting  it.  To  this 
subject,  we  again  invite  your  attention. 

With  the  exception  of  the  period  of  the  cholera,  the 
patients  have  enjoyed  ordinary  health  ;  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  deaths  from  this  disease,  the  mortality  has  been 
less  than  last  year.  The  number  of  recoveries,  in  proportion 
to  the  admissions,  will  compare  favorably  with  other  institu- 
tions, the  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Resident  Physician.  Among  such  a  large  collection  of 
patients,  presenting  such  a  variety  of  character  and  condi- 
tion, it  is  remarkable  how  much  order  is  maintained,  and 
how  much  quietude  generally  prevails  ;  and  we  question 
whether,  in  any  similar  institution  in  the  world,  less  personal 
restraint  is  used. 

The  per-centage  of  recoveries  presented  by  the  statistics 
of  this  Institution  are  high  compared  with  other  Asylums. 
The  cause  of- this  success  arises  probably  from  the  fact  that 
the  patients  are  frequently  received  in  the  earliest  stages  of 
the  disease ;  many,  from  having  no  home  or  friends  capable 
of  taking  care  of  them,  are  brought  in  on  the  first  outbreak 
of  insanity.  Those  discharged  "  improved  "  have  been  pro- 
bably in  a  more  advanced  state  of  recovery  than  a  similar 
class  from  institutions  where  payment  is  received,  because  in 
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the  latter  the  friends,  from  their  more  fortunate  condition  in 
life,  may  remove  them  as  soon  as  they  are  quiet  enough  to 
remain  at  home  ;  whilst  with  us,  generally,  they  are  not  dis- 
charged until  the  improvement  is  so  marked  as  to  enable  the 
patient  in  some  degree  to  take  care  of  himself. 

The  accumulation  of  incurables  is  unavoidable  in  all  Asy- 
lums. The  number  under  medical  treatment,  compared  to 
the  inmates,  is  found  to  be  small ;  and  as  most  recoveries 
take  place  under  medical  treatment,  this  is  never  abandoned 
whilst  there  is  any  prospect  of  success.  The  uncertain  re- 
covery of  chronic  insanity  must  always  leave  a  large  surplus. 

Emigration  affords  of  late  years  a  large  supply  of  patients. 
It  is  believed  that  many  of  those  have  been  cases  of  periodical 
insanity  at  home,  sent  over  during  their  lucid  intervals.  From 
the  same  source  has  been  received  a  large  number  of  interest- 
ing cases,  occurring  for  the  most  part  in  young  females.  The 
form  of  their  disease  is  peculiar  in  its  character — acute  mania, 
with  incoherent  raving,  with  or  without  fever  ;  caused  doubt- 
less by  the  combined  moral  and  physical  influences  of  their 
leaving  the  homes  of  their  childhood,  coming  almost  destitute 
to  a  strange  land,  and  often  after  great  suffering. 

The  patients  placed  here  by  the  Commissioners  of  Emigra- 
tion are  supported  by  them,  and  as  the  funds  are  derived  from 
other  sources  than  our  citizens,  and  ample  to  cover  all  neces- 
sary expenses,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  they  should  be 
kept  for  a  sum  hardly  sufficient  to  pay  the  cost  of  board  and 
clothing,  and  the  city  left  to  supply  buildings  for  their  accom- 
modation. 
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With  five  hundred  patients  and  our  present  population,  the 
numbers  will,  by  ordinary  increase,  soon  amount  to  one  thou- 
sand, and  larger  accommodations  will  be  required.  This 
subject  should  be  kept  in  view  ;  and  as  the  Institution  is  not 
only  a  hospital  for  the  curing,  as  far  as  is  possible,  but  an 
asylum  and  home  for  the  incurably  insane ;  humanity,  under 
such  circumstances,  dictates  that  all  proper  provision  should 
be  made  to  meet  the  exigency.  This  subject  has  been  men- 
tioned in  previous  communications,  to  which  you  are  respect- 
fully referred. 

In  all  large  Lunatic  Asylums  there  are  patients  committed 
who  have  been  tried  for  crimes,  which  misdemeanors  have 
been  proved,  on  investigation,  to  be  the  result  of  their  insan- 
ity. Some  of  these  are  of  a  character  to  require  arrange- 
ments for  their  detention  more  secure  than  are  found  in 
ordinary  asylums  ;  besides,  there  are  persons  in  almost  every 
community  whose  confinement  is  necessary  for  the  security 
of  society,  in  consequence  of  their  malicious  propensities,  pro- 
duced by  mental  disease.  Incendiarism  is  more  frequently 
the  result  of  Pyromania  than  is  supposed — in  like  manner 
are  thefts  and  murders  the  result  of  partial  Moral  Mania. 
In  a  medico-legal  investigation,  the  nicest  and  most  careful 
discrimination  is  required  to  assign  the  true  cause  to  cases  of 
crime,  and  not  permit  the  plea  of  insanity  to  screen  the 
guilty.  A  more  enlightened  public  opinion  is  growing  on 
this  subject,  and  many  are  now  confined  in  Asylums  who 
formerly  would  have  been  consigned  to  the  executioner,  or 
ignominiously  shut  up  in  State  Prisons. 

It  is  an  opinion  generally  entertained,  that  habitual  ine- 
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briates  and  cases  of  delirium  tremens  should  be  separated 
from  ordinary  insanity.  Many  of  the  latter  class  should  be 
compelled  to  submit  to  some  restrictions  not  required  in  an 
ordinary  Asylum,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  expedient  to  pass 
some  law  for  the  permanent  commitment  of  those  whose  pro- 
pensity to  drunkenness  is  so  great  as  to  be  beyond  their  con- 
trol, a  condition  so  allied  to  insanity  that  it  is  difficult  to  draw 
the  line  of  demarcation.  As  the  commitments  are  now  made, 
the  medical  officers  do  not  feel  themselves  authorized  to  detain 
such  persons  beyond  the  period  of  their  apparent  recovery, 
and  they  are  discharged,  to  return  to  their  former  habits, 
which  again  lead  to  their  confinement. 

There  are  many  cases  of  moral  insanity  among  the  most 
troublesome  inmates  of  Asylums,  which,  perhaps,  would  come 
under  this  category. 

There  are  many  improvements  already  commenced  in  the 
Asylum  grounds,  and  others  in  contemplation,  which  will, 
when  completed,  add  greatly  to  the  advantages  of  the  situa- 
tion and  the  benefits  of  the  Insane. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  expressing  our  acknowledgment 
of  the  uniform  politeness  of  Dr.  Ranney,  and  his  readiness  to 
carry  into  execution  suggestions  made  by  us,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  our  duties.  During  the  cholera,  his  exertions  and 
those  of  his  assistant,  Dr.  Jenkins,  were  beyond  all  praise. 

The  attendants  under  your  administration  have  performed 
their  duties  with  fidelity. 
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In  closing  this  communication,  we  beg  leave  to  acknowledge 
the  confidence  reposed  in  us  by  the  Board  of  Governors,  in  re- 
appointing us  "  Visiting  Physicians." 


A.  V.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 


BENJ'N  OGDEN,  M.  D. 

January  1st,  1850. 
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PENITENTIARY. 


To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

The  undersigned,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  your 
honorable  body,  has.  the  honor  to  report — 

That  at  the  time  he  assumed  the  charge  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary at  BlackwelPs  Island,  June  1st,  1849,  there  were  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  prisoners,  male  and  female. 

Received  since  that  period,  up  to  Dec.  31st,  1849  : — 


Males  from  Court,...  472 

"     for  Vagrancy, .................  549 

Females  for     "  1008 

"       from  Court,   80 


2109 

Discharged  since  that  period,  up  to  Dec.  Slst,  1849  : — 

By  expiration  of  Sentence — Males,  788 

"  "  Females,...  765 

By  Habeas  Corpus,  "   239 

"  "  Males,   70 

"      Death,  "    63 

"  "  Females,...  141 


2066 
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Remaining  in  prison,  Dec.  31st,  1849,  810 : — 

Of  foreign  birth.  Males  and  Females, . . .  564 
Of  native  born,       "  "  ...  246 


810 

Of  the  whole  number,  since  June  1st,  1849, 

Convicted  of  Petty  Larceny, ..........  425 

Assault  and  Battery,  115 

Other  Misdemeanors,   12 

Vagrancy,  •  1557 

2109 

The  number  of  prisoners  steadily  increased  from  the  1st 
June  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  September,  and 
October^  to  nine  hundred.  By  a  system  of  watchful  care 
and  economy  not  inconsistent  with  the  wants  and  comforts 
of  the  prisoners,  there  has  been  a  saving  of  two  hundred 
pounds  of  beef,  and  from  thirty  to  fifty  loaves  of  bread  per 
day,  since  June  last ;  while  five  hundred  tons  of  coal  will 
be  an  ample  supply,  against  six  hundred  and  fifty  tons  used 
for  the  same  period  last  year.  The  saving  in  these  items 
will  amount  to  upwards  of  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
There  is  now  on  hand  a  large  supply  of  oak  and  pine  wood, 
which  will  be  sufiicient  for  the  winter  and  summer  of  the 
coming  year.  The  undersigned,  on  taking  charge,  found  that 
little  or  no  attention  had  been  given  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
ground.  He  immediately  commenced  planting  potatoes  and 
turnips,  and,  although  late  in  the  season,  he  realized  five  hun- 
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dred  bushels  of  potatoes,  and  six  hundred  bushels  of  turnips. 
His  intention  is  to  cultivate  every  spot  of  vacant  ground  the 
coming  year,  the  result  of  which  will  be  attended  with  ad- 
vantages of  a  pecuniary  and  other  character  to  the  Institu- 
tions on  the  Island. 

The  convicts  have  been  actively  engaged,  as  far  as  practi- 
cally consistent  with  their  health  and  circumstances.  No 
distinction  or  discrimination  has  been  made  in  the  prisoners, 
except  such  as  may  have  arisen  from  their  conduct  and  de- 
meanor. 

Every  prisoner,  male  or  female,  capable  of  performing 
labor,  has  been  kept  at  work.  The  women  have  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  making  up  garments  for  the  children  on 
Randall's  Island.  They  have  furnished  one  thousand  summer 
and  whiter  suits.  This  has  never  been  done  before.  Be- 
sides five  hundred  frocks,  three  hundred  chemises,  seven  hun- 
dred shirts,  two  hundred  jackets,  two  hundred  pairs  trowsers, 
for  the  Institution  ;  making  a  total,  since  June  1st,  of  three 
thousand  garments,  besides  men's  caps,  lining  of  hats,  mit- 
tens, pillow-cases,  sheets,  bed-ticks,  knitting  of  stockings  ; 
besides  mending  and  repairing  old  garments,  scrubbing  and 
washing. 

The  shoe-shop  is  well  conducted,  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  Robert  M'Gee.  Enough  stock  has  been  made  to  sup- 
ply all  the  prisoners,  and  there  is  a  surplus  to  meet  any 
emergency  that  may  arise. 

In  the  blacksmith-shop,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  0.  L. 
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Lamb,  a  portion  of  the  prisoners  is  engaged,  and  has  been, 
for  some  time  past,  in  making  iron  bedsteads  for  the  Peni- 
tentiary and  City  Prison,  the  latter  having  been  furnished 
with  sixty-two ;  also,  in  making  tin  pans,  cups,  dippers, 
sauce-pans,  wash-basins,  sheet-iron  boilers,  all  the  tools  and 
implements  necessary  for  working  in  the  quarry,  as  well  as 
shoeing  the  cattle  and  horses. 

In  the  carpenter's  shop,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
William  W.  Dow,  another  portion  of  the  prisoners  is  en- 
gaged in  making  wheel-barrows,  pails,  tubs,  kids,  cart-bodies, 
coffins,  window-sashes,  besides  the  carpenter's  work  of  the 
cook-house ;  and  by  this  department  all  the  repairing  and 
painting  throughout  the  Institution  is  done. 

The  quarries  are  judiciously  managed  by  Messrs.  Brown 
and  Adams.  Large  gangs  of  convicts  have  been  actively 
engaged  in  quarrying  a  sufficient  quantity  of  stone  for  the 
erection  of  a  large  building  intended  for  a  Hospital,  three 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  long  by  forty  feet  wide,  and  three 
stories  high,  as  well,  also,  for  a  cook-house,  fifty  by  twenty- 
six  feet,  and  three  stories  high ;  the  mason  work  of  which 
is  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  latter  building 
has  been  erected  by  prison  labor,  and  at  a  cost  of  about  six 
hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Brown  is  now  engaged  in  build- 
ing a  stone  fence  across  the  Island,  in  order  to  divide  the 
Penitentiary  grounds  from  the  Alms  House,  which  will  be 
completed  during  the  next  season. 

The  undersigned  would  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  your 
honorable  body  to  the  importance,  as  well  as  the  urgent  ne- 
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cessity,  for  better  and  more  extensive  accommodations  in  the 
washing  and  drying  department,  as  a  matter  not  only  de- 
manded by  every  consideration  connected  with  the  absolute 
convenience  of  the  Institution,  but  with  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  inmates.  The  present  old  wooden  shanty  used 
for  this  purpose  is  entirely  inadequate.  The  cost,  in  view  of 
the  manual  labor  and  facility  possessed  within  the  Institu- 
tion, would  be  trifling ;  while  the  advantages  of  having  an 
extensive  wash-house,  with  a  corresponding  drying-room  at- 
tached, may  be  readily  appreciated,  in  view  of  the  present 
large  number  of  prisoners,  and  the  prospect  of  an  annual  in- 
crease compendiary  with  the  increase  of  the  population  of  the 
city  of  New- York. 

The  undersigned  hopes  that  such  a  building  may  at  once 
be  commenced.  Urgent  necessity  also  exists  for  erecting  a 
suitable  building  for  an  Office  and  Store  House,  as  well  also 
a  substantial  and  commodious  Barn. 

The  attention  of  the  undersigned  has  been  directed  to  the 
importance  of  classifying  the  prisoners.  No  subject  con- 
nected with  the  administration,  treatment,  and  discipline  of 
a  prison  is  of  equal  importance  ;  to  carry  out  the  system  to 
any  degree  of  perfection,  in  our  larger  prisons,  is  unquestion- 
ably a  task  of  great  difficulty,  and  indeed  never  can  be  ob- 
tained except  by  separate  confinement.  The  task  seems 
hopeless  by  reason  of  the  anticipated  expense,  which  would 
necessarily  be  incurred  for  years,  before  the  benefits  could 
be  seen  and  realized.  That  such  a  system  would  ultimately 
diminish  the  number  of  convicts,  and  lessen  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  prisoners,  is  certain,  while  very  few  who  were 
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thus  confined,  if  they  were  not  reformed  by  self-examination, 
aided  by  moral  and  religious  influences,  which  may  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  them,  if  they  continue  their  depreda- 
tions, it  would  be  in  a  different  region ;  while  the  young 
offender  would  not  be  subjected  to  the  contaminating  influ- 
ences which  association  and  intercourse  with  the  old  and 
hardened  criminal  invariably  produces.  Reformation  under 
such  circumstances  is  next  to  impossible,  education  in  crime 
almost  certain,  and  few  come  out  of  prison  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, who  do  not,  as  it  were,  carry  the  mark  of  Cain 
upon  them,  and  they  almost  necessarily  become  candidates 
for  a  second  and  third  term  of  imprisonment,  and  perhaps 
for  the  gallows.  While  under  the  separate  system,  unknown 
to  his  fellow  prisoner,  the  salutary  influences  of  his  incarcera- 
tion remains  without  that  self-abasement  and  degradation 
which  the  knowledge  that  he  is  known,  and  has  been  the 
companion  in  prison  of  the  vicious  and  depraved,  by  whom 
he  would  be  recognized  in  society,  the  consequence  is  natural, 
an  inseparable  barrier  is  thus  erected  against  every  desire 
and  attempt  to  lead  an  honest  life.  It  is  this  which  re- 
peoples  our  prisons.  Men  possessed  of  any  character  and 
intelligence  do  not  (ordinarily)  willingly  commit  crime.  It  is 
circumstances  which  lead  or  drive  them  to  it. 

The  undersigned  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  advo- 
cating the  solitary  system,  but  that  of  separate  confinement, 
accompanied  by  labor,  moral  instruction,  and  all  the  appli- 
ances that  tend  to  improve  the  mind  and  morals.  The  ulti- 
mate end  and  object  of  all  prison  discipline  should  be  recla- 
mation rather  than  punishment.    These  remarks  are  pecu- 
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liarly  adapted  to  a  penitentiary  system  where  the  imprison- 
ment results  from  petty  offences,  the  first  stages  of  crime. 

The  undersigned  has  used  every  means  as  far  as  practica- 
ble to  classify  the  prisoners  under  his  charge.  But  the 
painful  spectacle  constantly  presents  itself  of  those  com- 
mitted for  assault  and  battery,  libels,  and  other  misde- 
meanors, being  indiscriminately  mixed  up  with  thieves,  many 
of  whom  are  hardened  criminals.  No  discrimination  is,  has 
been,  or  can  be  made  under  the  present  system.  The  War- 
den can  know  no  difference,  can  make  none  ;  they  are  all  sub- 
jected to  the  same  treatment,  associations,  and  labors.  This 
can,  and  ought  to  be,  remedied.  The  prison  should  be  solely 
appropriated  to  prisoners  convicted  by  a  Court  of  Record. 
Those  convicted  of  larceny  should  be  kept  entirely  separate 
from  those  convicted  of  misdemeanors  not  involving  the 
moral  turpitude  of  theft.  A  range  of  cells  should  be  con- 
structed of  sufficient  capacity  for  mechanical  and  such  labor 
as  could  be  conveniently  done  in  them  by  the  convicts,  and 
these  should  be  especially  appropriated  for  the  reception  of 
those  who  are  known  to  be  old  and  hardened  offenders. 
This  class  should  not  only  be  kept  separate  from  other 
prisoners,  but  even  in  solitary  confinement,  even  without 
labor  during  their  term  of  imprisonment.  There  is  nothing 
the  most  hardened  convict  dreads  more  than  solitary  confine- 
ment, being  shut  out  from  association  with  other  prisoners 
and  left  to  his  own  thoughts,  and  the  objection  to  solitary 
confinement  in  State  Prisons,  where  the  term  is  for  years,  does 
not  exist  where  the  period  does  not  exceed  six  months.  If 
this  suggestion  should  be  adopted  it  would  unquestionably,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  be  attended  with  the  best  re- 
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suits,  and  tend  materially  to  diminish  the  number  of  this 
class,  whose  contaminating  influence  upon  the  young  and  first 
ofiender  cannot  otherwise  than  tend  to  facilitate  that  educa- 
tion in  the  course  of  crime  which  it  ought  to  be  the  end  and 
object  of  prison  discipline  to  check  rather  than  promote.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  manner  in  which  the  Institution 
has  been,  and  still  is,  measurably  conducted,  there  are  few 
features  which  should  and  ought  to  characterize  a  prison. 
It  certainly  is  far  from  being  a  place  of  punishment,  or  ra- 
ther that  restraint  and  deprivation  of  liberty  and  personal 
comfort  which  w^as  intended  to  make  the  convict  feel  the 
penalty  of  his  crimes.  It  will  be  remarked  that  the  vagrants, 
as  they  are  termed,  outnumber  the  criminals ;  the  under- 
signed would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Penitentiary, 
which  is  intended  as  a  place  of  punishment  for  criminals,  is 
not  the  proper  asylum  for  this  class.  If  the  law  is  not 
changed  in  this  particular,  he  would  earnestly  suggest  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  separating  them  entirely  from 
all  intercourse  with  those  convicted  of  crime,  or  offences  of  a 
criminal  character.  Poverty,  destitution,  and  sickness  is  not 
crime,  though  it  may  be,  and  frequently  is,  produced  from 
intemperance,  debauchery,  or  other  immoral  practices.  Em- 
ployment and  restraint,  and  withdrawal  from  vice,  want,  and 
wretchedness,  accompanied  by  labor,  and  the  acquirement  of 
habits  of  industry,  and  knowledge  of  mechanical  pursuits,  is 
the  true  theory  which  should  characterize  this  branch  of  pub- 
lic charity.  And  those  who  are  driven  by  their  wretched- 
ness, misfortune,  or  vice,  no  matter  from  what  cause,  to  this 
last  extremity,  or  who  may  be  sent  as  it  is  termed  upon  com- 
petent testimony,  low  and  degraded  as  they  appear,  and  feel 
themselves  to  be,  have,  many  of  them,  yet  enough  of  self- 
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respect  to  feel  the  deeper  degradation  of  being  compelled  to 
herd  and  be  associated  with  thieves. 

Suitable  and  spacious  accommodations  for  this  class  may, 
at  a  comparatively  small  expense,  be  constructed  below  the 
recently-erected  Hospital,  a  portion  of  which  could  be  used 
for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  for  syphilitic  patients  ;  while  they 
should  be  sent  in  a  different  conveyance  to  the  Island  from 
that  used  to  convey  the  criminals.  If  this  is  not  done,  the 
law  giving  power  to  police  and  other  magistrates  to  commit 
vagrants  to  the  Penitentiary  should  be  so  far  modified  as  to 
strike  out  the  word  Penitentiary,  and  insert  the  word  Work 
House ;  and  that  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  April 
11th,  1849,  (the  establishment  of  a  Work  House,)  be  also 
recommended,  in  conformity.  No  inconsiderable  proportion  of 
these  vagrants,  who  are  sent  up  upon  their  own  confession,  or 
upon  compulsion,  are  prostitutes  ;  the  former,  on  account  of 
disease,  procure  themselves  to  be  committed  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  cured,  and  generally  procure  their  discharge  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  they  were  commit- 
ted, by  the  operation  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  through 
some  keeper  of  a  brothel  to  whom,  when  cured  from  disease, 
they  are  valuable  ;  and  thus  this  public  charity  is  made  the 
means  of  perpetuating  and  sustaining  vice  and  immorality. 
The  same  result  occurs  with  reference  to  those  who  are  sworn 
up.  The  policy  of  receiving  prostitutes  in  the  Penitentiary 
is  at  least  questionable.  They  are  seldom  committed  from 
motives  of  charity,  or  for  the  preservation  of  ,public  morals. 
The  complainants  and  parties  w^ho  cause  them  to  be  commit- 
ted are  usually  policemen,  and  the  objects  are  of  the  lower 
class.    Those  who  can  command  money,  or  friends,  seldom 


144 


remain  ;  wliile  thousands  who  live  openly,  (and  who  are  well 
known  to  the  police,)  in  splendid  mansions,  or  what  is  termed 
genteel  houses  of  ill  fame^  are  permitted  to  remain  unmo- 
lested. The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  seldom  fails  in  procuring 
a  discharge. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  power  should  be  given  by  law  to 
your  honorable  body  to  discharge  parties  committed  for  va- 
grancy, since  there  is  no  fear  or  apprehension  that  this  au- 
thority, under  proper  restrictions,  would  be  abused  ;  while 
greater  care  should  be  taken  by  the  committing  magistrates 
to  discharge  their  duty  more  carefully,  and  in  accordance 
with  law.  The  lame  and  the  blind  are  also  frequently  com- 
mitted. The  undersigned  has  been  induced  to  present  these 
views  for  your  consideration.  They  are  derived  from  prac- 
tical experience  and  observation  ;  they  are  such  as  any  per- 
son who  has  given  any  attention  to  the  subject  of  prisoners, 
and  possessing  ordinary  intelligence,  will  appreciate  and 
concur. 

The  classification  of  the  prisoners,  their  occupation  and 
treatment,  is  of  the  first  and  last  importance  to  the  well-be- 
ing of  society. 

The  undersigned  cannot  doubt  that  your  honorable  body 
will  take  these  suggestions  into  your  serious  consideration, 
and  that  you  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  expedient, 
in  view  of  the  public  interest,  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
will  enable  the  undersigned  to  carry  them  into  operation, 
by  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  which  can  be  put  up 
by  prison  labor  at  a  very  small  expense.    This  classification 
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will  in  no  respect  interfere  with  the  labor,  mechanical  or  oth- 
erwise, of  the  prisoners  of  all  classes ;  the  only  difference 
will  be  in  having  separate  and  distinct  work-shops. 

The  undersigned  is  preparing  a  room  in  the  main  body  of 
the  prison,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  women  engaged  in 
making  garments.  They  are  to  be  under  the  supervision  of 
a  male  keeper,  and  a  matron,  to  prepare  their  work.  They 
are  to  be  set  at  work  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  con- 
tinue till  12  o'clock,  when  they  will  have  one  hour  for  dinner 
and  relaxation  from  labor,  and  from  1  o'clock  till  sunset. 
The  utmost  decorum  and  silence  will  be  preserved  during  the 
hours  of  labor. 

There  appears  to  be  a  reformation  on  the  part  of  the  fe- 
males— at  least,  judging  from  the  experience  of  former  years, 
when  the  females  outnumbered  the  males  by  some  one  hun- 
dred or  more.  At  this  time,  the  exact  reverse  is  the  case,  there 
being  a  greater  number,  by  over  one  hundred,  of  males  more 
than  females.  This  may  have  arisen  from  the  good  effect  of 
classification,  and  from  the  fact  that  they  have  been  kept  con- 
stantly employed,  which  circumstance  has  probably  kept 
those  from  returning  who  have  been  discharged,  as,  for  years 
past,  they  have  been  permitted,  comparatively,  to  live  at  their 
ease,  except  occasionally. 

The  morals  of  the  prisoners  have  been  strictly  attended  to. 
Divine  service  has  been  performed  twice  each  Sabbath,  the 
Institution  being  free  to  all  classes  of  Christians  at  any  and 
all  times. 

(10) 
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The  undersigned  would  also  beg  to  call  the  attention  of 
your  honorable  body  to  the  benefit  which  would  arise  to  the 
prisoners  by  the  formation  of  a  library  of  suitable  books,  such 
as  histories,  biographies,  religious  and  other  works  of  an  in- 
teresting character.  In  stormy  days,  when  the  prisoners 
cannot  work  outside,  their  minds,  which  would  not  otherwise 
be  engaged,  can  be  improved  by  reading ;  and  often  has  the 
undersigned  been  caused  to  view  the  importance  of  this  sub- 
ject, by  having  inquiries  made  for  books. 

A  library  can  be  kept  in  good  order,  and  formed  at  little 
or  no  expense  to  your  honorable  body,  as  there  are  many  in- 
dividuals who  would  willingly,  and  have  offered  to  contribute 
to  such  an  end.  The  books  and  the  tracts  are  silent  but 
powerful  monitors ;  and,  as  the  "  public  press seems  to  guide 
the  opinions  and  character  of  the  community  at  large,  so  can 
they  here  have  a  most  beneficial  effect.  I  therefore  feel  it  a 
duty  that  I  owe  to  those  who  are  placed  under  my  charge,  to 
request  your  attention  to  this  all-important  subject. 

The  Institution  has  been  generally  healthy,  except  during 
the  time  of  cholera,  which  swept  off  one  hundred  and  thirty 
of  the  prisoners  during  the  month  of  July,  besides  two  of  the 
guaijds^    It  is  now  in  a  high  degree  healthy. 

"Last  je^T  there  were  twenty-eight  deputy  keepers  and 
guards,  at  salaries  ranging  from  $450  to  $600  per  annum ; 
principal  keeper,  $1500.  Since  the  Institution  has  passed 
into  the  hands  of  your  honorable  body,  the  number  of  keepers 
and  guards  has  been  reduced  to  twenty,  at  salaries  from 
$450  to  $500 ;  warden^  $1200.    The  present  number  of 
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deputies  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  too  small. 
Economy  in  the  management  of  the  Institution  is  at  all  times 
to  be  considered ;  but  the  employment  of  public  agents  at 
salaries  inadequate  for  the  services  performed,  or  for  their 
reasonable  support,  and  a  diminution  of  the  number  actually 
necessary  to  conduct  the  public  business  may  appear  to  be 
a  saving,  comparatively  speaking,  but  all  experience  has 
shown  that  the  public  have  at  all  times  suffered  by  it. 

The  undersigned,  in  conclusion,  would  be  wanting  in  duty 
to  himself,  did  he  not  avail  himself  of  this  occasion  to  express  ^ 
his  deep  sense  of  the  liberality  and  kindness  with  which  all 
his  reasonable  requests  and  suggestions  have  been  met  by 
your  honorable  body.  The  present  condition  of  the  Institu- 
tion, when  compared  with  former  years,  will  best  attest  the 
ability  and  economy  with  which  it  has  been  conducted  under 
your  supervision  ;  and  he  will  further  say  that  the  Institution 
under  his  charge  has  at  all  times  been  open  to  the  inspection 
of  any  person  who  might  think  proper  to  visit  it  for  that  pur- 
pose from  sunrise  to  sunset,  and  he  feels  a  pride  in  courting 
the  most  rigid  scrutiny  in  the  charge  committed  to  his  care 
by  any  and  all  well-disposed  persons. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  KEEN, 

Warden  of  Penitentiary, 
Blackwei.i.*b  Island,  Dec.  81,  1849. 
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BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND  HOSPITALS. 


To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 
Sirs  : — 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Blackwell's  Island 
Hospitals  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1849. 


SMALL  POX  HOSPITAL. 
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One  death  occurred  from  typhus  fever;  a  woman  im- 
properly sent  to  this  Hospital. 


In  1848  the  mortality  was  16.4  per  cent.  In  1849  it  has 
been  10.3  per  cent.  Among  natives  the  mortality  has  been 
16.8,  and  among  foreigners  7.65  per  cent. 

Between  1st  January  and  8th  May,  1849,  the  general 
mortality  was  16.5  per  cent. ;  between  8th  May  and  31st 
December  it  has  been  but  7.6  per  cent.  The  mortality 
among  natives  and  foreigners  has  been  nearly  the  same  since 
the  8th  of  May. 

The  diflference  in  the  rates  of  mortality  that  prevailed  in 
1848  and  in  1849,  and  also  in  diflferent  seasons  of  1849,  are 
striking. 

I  attribute  the  increased  rate  of  1848,  and  also  of  the  early 
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part  of  1849,  in  a  great  measure  to  the  crowded  condition  in 
which  the  Hospital  was  placed  at  those  times.  Such  a  con- 
dition seems  to  have  operated  more  powerfully  in  destroying 
life  among  natives  than  among  foreigners. 

This  Hospital,  or  rather  the  shanties  that  are  so  called, 
are  capable  of  accommodating  but  twenty  patients.  This 
number  cannot  be  exceeded  without  greatly  increasing  the 
risks  of  death ;  yet  I  have  been  obliged  to  make  room  for 
forty  at  a  time. 

We  need  for  this  Hospital  a  new  building.  One  that 
would  contain  fifty  beds  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  pre- 
sent and  prospective  wants  of  the  city. 
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ALMS  HOUSE  HOSPITAL. 


Since  the  first  of  June  the  medical  charge  of  this  Institu- 
tion has  been  under  my  care.  I  have  visited  it  for  purposes 
of  advice  and  consultation  at  least  twice  every  week.  One 
of  my  assistants  is  always  on  the  ground.  He  is  detailed 
specially  for  this  service,  and  resides  in  the  house.  There 
being  three  assistant  physicians  connected  with  this  Medical 
Department,  a  change  occurs  in  the  assistant,  who  does  duty 
at  the  Alms  House,  every  four  months. 

Excepting  the  period  in  which  the  cholera  prevailed,  the 
general  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  good.  The  number 
of  the  sick  has  been  small,  but  that  of  the  invalids  great. 
The  majority  of  the  diseases  that  the  physician  is  called 
upon  to  treat  in  this  place,  are  due  to  old  age  and  vicious 
habits.    They  can  be  relieved,  but  seldom  cured. 

All  cases  of  grave  disease  that  were  amenable  to  treatment 
have  been  sent  to  Bellevue,  when  that  could  be  done  without 
injury  to  the  patient. 

The  imperfection  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  heating  ap- 
paratus of  this  Institution  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  sick- 
ness, especially  among  the  children.  Since  the  setting  in  of 
cold  weather,  croup,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  catarrhs 
have  prevailed  among  them  to  considerable  extent.  The 
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furnaces  are  incapable  of  generating  sufficient  heat  for  all  the 
rooms  with  which  they  are  connected.  In  attempting  to 
make  them  do  this  service,  they  are  overheated ;  they  crack 
and  emit  into  the  air-chamber  carbonic  acid  gas,  which  is 
carried  into  the  wards.  They  are  raised  to  a  red  heat,  and 
this  decomposes  the  air,  burning  up  its  oxygen,  and  render- 
ing it  unfit  for  respiration. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  hot  air  system  is  well 
adapted  for  heating  a  building  that  is  densely  crowded,  as 
this  is,  provided  the  furnaces  are  carefully  constructed,  are 
sufficiently  numerous,  and,  above  all,  are  properly  attended. 
Theoretically,  they  supply  to  a  cold  room,  filled  with  an  im- 
pure atmosphere,  pure  air,  sufficiently  heated  and  in  sufficient 
quantities. 

Since  the  eighth  of  May  there  have  been  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  deaths.  Of  these,  seventy-eight  were  caused  by 
the  cholera.  Eighty-seven  occurred  in  persons  over  sixty 
years  of  age,  and  twenty-four  in  persons  under  two  years. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a  return  of  all  the  cases  of  dis- 
ease treated  at  the  Alms  House  during  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember, October,  November,  and  December. 

From  this  Institution  and  the  Penitentiary  I  have  sent 
thirty-six  subjects  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  since  the  eighth  of 
May. 

I  would  suggest  in  this  place  to  the  Board  of  Governors 
the  propriety  of  appointing  a  Resident  Physician  to  the  Alms 
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House.  There  are  evils  necessarily  connected  with  the  pre- 
sent arrangement.  Although  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge 
faithfully  the  duties  which  I  owe  this  Institution — and  my 
assistants  have  done  all  that  I  could  ask  of  them — yet,  owing 
to  my  engagements  at  the  Penitentiary  and  Small  Pox  Hos- 
pitals, and  the  frequent  changes  that  must  occur  in  the  act- 
ing assistant  physician  at  the  Alms  House,  I  cannot  but  feel 
that  the  interests  of  both  Alms  House  and  Penitentiary 
would  be  consulted  by  putting  the  medical  care  of  each  under 
distinct  heads. 
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PENITENTIARY  HOSPITAL. 


There  have  been  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  three 
cases  treated  in  this  Hospital  during  the  year  1849.  Of 
these  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  were  cases  of  Asiatic 
cholera,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  of  ship-fever,  and  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  of  primary  syphilis. 

The  average  time  required  for  the  treatment  of  a  case  of 
this  latter  disease  has  been  about  four  weeks.  We  rarely 
see  it  in  this  Hospital  in  its  early  stages  ;  frequently  it  has 
been  of  months'  duration  before  it  comes  under  our  care. 

The  following  tables  exhibit  the  admissions,  discharges, 
etc.,  for  the  entire  year,  and  also  separately  for  that  part  of 
it  which  intervened  between  the  8th  of  May  and  the  31st  of 
December. 
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The  bill  of  mortality  for  the  past  year  has  been  augmented 
by  the  prevalence  of  two  epidemics — the  ship-fever  and  the 
cholera.  The  ship-fever  continued  through  January  and 
February,  and  proved  fatal  in  nineteen  cases.  The  cholera 
continued  through  June,  July,  and  August,  and  proved  fatal 
in  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  cases.  Accompanying  the 
report,  is  a  return  of  all  the  cases  of  disease  treated  in  this 
Hospital  during  the  year,  and  also  of  the  diseases  of  all  those 
who  died. 

The  ship-fever  has  always  assumed  a  very  severe  type, 
whenever  it  has  appeared  in  this  prison.  I  believe  it  to  be 
due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the 
prison,  the  want  of  room,  and  the  entire  want  of  ventilation 
in  the  cells.  The  English  prison  reports  state  that  there  are 
required,  for  a  healthy  sleeping  apartment  for  one  person, 
eight  hundred  cubic  feet  of  air ;  in  these  cells,  there  are  less 
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than  two  hundred ;  and  in  this  small  space  the  Warden  is 
often  compelled  to  place  two  persons.  There  seems  to  be  a 
radical  defect  in  their  construction  ;  the  flues  that  lead  from 
each  cell  to  the  roof  of  the  building  are  entirely  useless — not 
a  breath  of  air  passes  through  them.  For  fotHHeen  hours  to- 
gether, out  of  every  twenty-four,  must  the  inmate  inhale  and 
re-inhale  the  same  volume  of  air;  it  becomes  exceedingly 
noxious,  and  is  the  pregnant  cause  of  much  disease.  To 
this  source  of  infection  is  added  another — there  are  no  water- 
closets  in  the  cells,  and  can  be  none  till  the  Croton  is  intro- 
duced. Each  man  takes  with  him,  into  his  narrow  quarters, 
a  wooden  bucket,  already  saturated  with  filth,  from  a  long 
and  similar  use. 

This  consummates  the  evil.  It  is  not  strange  that  ship- 
fever  should  frequently  visit  this  Institution,  nor  that  its 
visits  should  be  marked  with  peculiar  malignancy ;  the  won- 
der is,  that  it  is  not  always  here,  and  that  it  is  not  more 
fatal  in  its  work.  The  explanation  lies  in  the  extreme 
healthfulness  of  the  location  and  the  salubrity  of  the  atmos- 
phere out  of  the  prison  walls. 

The  new  hospital  building  that  has  been  in  progress  of 
erection  during  the  past  summer,  is  now  nearly  completed. 

In  the  basement  there  will  be  rooms  and  arrangements 
made,  I  am  informed,  for  culinary  and  washing  conveniences  ; 
there  will  also  be  a  dining-room  and  pantries  in  each  wing  of 
the  basement,  together  with  a  large  room  that  might  be  made 
a  ward  of  the  hospital,  and  would  answer  well  for  some  class 
of  patients. 
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In  the  first  and  second  stories  of  the  female  wing,  there 
are  eight  large  wards,  containing  eighteen  beds  each,  and 
also  six  smaller  ones  that  will  contain  from  two  to  six  beds 
each.  There  are  water-closets  and  pantries  connected  with 
each  ward ;  there  is  a  bath-room  on  each  floor,  containing 
three  bathing-tubs  each,  fitted  for  cold,  warm  and  shower- 
baths.  On  the  second  floor  is  an  examining-room,  fitted  with 
water  conveniences. 

In  the  first  story  of  the  male  wing,  the  arrangements  are 
the  same  as  those  in  the  female ;  the  second  story  has  not 
been  divided  into  wards ;  it  consists  of  one  large  room. 

The  whole  of  this  wing  will  not  be  needed  for  a  male  hos- 
pital, and  a  part  might  be  appropriated  to  some  other  pur- 
pose. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend,  that  when  this  building 
is  completed,  it  be  opened  for  the  reception  of  persons  suf- 
fering from  the  venereal  disease  ;  that  permits  for  admission 
to  it  be  issued  at  the  office  of  the  Alms  House,  and  not  at 
the  Police  Office. 

That  patients  be  sent  here  to  be  cured,  and  not  for  a  defi- 
nite length  of  time. 

That  the  Resident  Physician  have  authority  to  discharge 
such  patients  when  they  are  well. 

That  applicants  for  admission  be  required  to  pay  an 
admission  fee  of  twelve  dollars  in  advance,  as  pay  for 
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six  weeks'  board,  at  two  dollars  per  week ;  when  any  are 
discharged,  cured,  before  the  expiration  of  these  six  weeks, 
that  they  receive  the  balance  due  them  ;  that  they  be  classi- 
fied, not  only  with  regard  to  their  physical  diseases,  but  also 
with  regard  to  their  moral  condition,  so  that  the  girl  of  but  a 
month's  practice  in  vice  be  not  thrown  under  the  influence  of 
those  that  are  fully  graduated. 

That  they  should  be  employed  at  least  as  much,  and  in 
such  manner,  as  their  health  requires,  and  so  much  as  to 
prevent  the  acquiring  or  confirming  habits  of  indolence  ;  that 
some  systematic  plan  be  adopted  of  securing  for  those  girls 
who  seem  desirous  of  earning  an  honest  livelihood,  the  means 
of  doing  so,  on  their  leaving  the  Hospital. 

That  this  Institution  be  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
Penitentiary ;  that  one  or  more  wards  in  each  wing  be  set 
apart  and  secured  for  such  convicts  in  the  Penitentiary  as 
may  fall  sick  and  need  hospital  treatment ;  that  no  commu- 
nication be  allowed  between  this  class  of  patients  and  those 
not  prisoners. 

I  would  urge  these  recommendations  upon  your  Board, 
from  considerations  of  economy,  of  justice,  and  of  humanity. 

That  a  system  of  pay-patients,  (while  it  allowed  the  same 
charitable  care  for  the  destitute  that  is  now  exercised,)  would 
do  much  towards  meeting  the  expenses  of  this  Hospital,  I 
have  no  doubt.  The  majority  of  those  that  come  here  now 
have  spent  more  or  less  money  in  the  city,  in  vain  attempts  to 
get  cured.    Many  others  who  do  not  come  now,  and  will 


160 


not  while  the  Hospital  is  a  prison,  would  be  very  glad  to 
come  and  pay  for  the  privilege,  provided  they  could  come  as 
citizens,  and  could  leave  when  cured. 

But,  even  independent  of  this  consideration,  if  not  a  dollar 
could  be  realized  from  pay-patients,  would  it  not  be  wise,  still, 
"to  offer  every  facility  to  those  suffering  from  sj^hilis,  for  its 
cure  1  Does  not  the  public  owe  it  to  itself  to  free  itself  from 
the  danger  of  this  great  contagion  ?  Would  it  not  be  wise 
economy,  to  expend  even  considerable  sums  of  money  in 
drying  up  the  sources  of  this  disease,  so  destructive  in  its 
tendency,  so  loathsome  in  its  appearance,  and  so  obstinate 
of  cure  ;  a  disease  that  does  not  spend  itself  on  its  first  vic- 
tim, but  visits  fearfully  his  offspring,  to  the  third  and  fourth 
generation  1 

The  Hospital  ought  to  be  made,  as  far  as  practicable,  a 
school  of  reform.  It  should  be  reclaiming  in  its  influences  ; 
yet,  as  it  now  works,  it  is  positively  demoralizing — demoral- 
izing, because  it  fixes  upon  its  inmates  the  stigma  of  crime, 
branding  them  before  the  world  as  convicts,  as  prisoners — 
demoralizing,  because  it  takes  novices  in  vice,  and  keeping 
them  after  their  diseases  are  cured,  for  months,  on  the  Isl- 
and, under  the  tuition  of  those  who  have  grown  old  in  ini- 
quity, it  sends  them  forth  adepts,  confirmed  in  vicious  habits 
— sends  them  forth  only  to  receive  the^i  back  again  and  again, 
sure  inmates  of  this  place  for  at  least  one-half  of  each  year, 
as  long  as  their  lives  last.    This  ought  not  to  be. 

All  that  are  in  this  Hospital  are  not  depraved.  It  is  rare 
to  have  more  than  three  or  four  court  prisoners  at  once  ; 
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more  than  two-thirds,  at  all  times,  are  voluntary  prisoners. 
Of  those  admitted  during  the  month  of  December,  fifty-three 
are  of,  or  under,  twenty  years  of  age  ;  and  seventy-four  are 
here  for  the  first  time. 

A  number  of  these  had  been  on  the  town  for  but  a  few 
weeks  ;  while  here  their  minds  are  filled  with  a  wholesome 
fear ;  they  are  tasting  the  first  fruits  of  their  folly ;  they 
see  every  day  around  them  sad  proofs  of  how  terrible  the 
disease  is  that  pursues  their  pleasure  ;  they  are  anxious  to 
reform ;  and  they  who  have  labored  for  the  reformation  of 
this  class  of  people,  feel  abundantly  encouraged.  It  is  not  a 
vain  work.  Of  all  that  go  on  the  town,  one-fifth  sooner  or 
later  leave  it;  they  find  some  way  of  earning  an  honest 
livelihood ;  they  do  this  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  that  en- 
compass them — in  spite  of  the  little  sjrmpathy  the  world  feels 
for  them,  and  the  little  aid  it  holds  out  to  them. 

It  will  be  urged,  in  objection  against  the  plan  proposed, 
that  to  open  a  hospital  giving  great  facilities  for  the  cure  of 
syphilis,  is  to  encourage  vice — is  to  offer  a  premium  to  pros- 
titution. But  if  this  objection  is  good  against  the  hospital 
proposed,  it  is  likewise  good  against  the  one  now  existing.  If 
it  is  wrong  to  afford  general  and  effectual  relief  to  persons  of 
this  class,  it  surely  cannot  be  right  to  afford  partial  relief  to 
isolated  cases. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  KELLY,  M.D., 

Resident  Physician. 

January  1st,  1850. 

(11) 
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Return  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Alms  House,  BlackwelPs 
Island,  during  the  months  of  September,  October,  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1849. 


Abscess  

Amenorrhoea  

Aphthae   

Ascites  ..... ...  ....... 

Asthma  

Bedsore  

Bronchitis,  acute  

"        chronic. .  . . 

"  infantile... 

Bubo  

Cardiac  disease  

Caries  of  femur.  

"  first  phalanx* . 
Cachexia  syphilitica . . . 

Cataract*  

Catarrhus  senilis  

Cholera  Asiatica  

Conjunctivitis,  acute  . . 

"  chronic  . 
Contusion  of  hip  joint. 
Delirium  Tremens  . .-. . 
Diarrhoea,  acute  

"       chronic ..... 

"  infantile  . . . 
Dysenteria,  acute. . . . . 

^'         chronic  . . . 

"  infantile  . . 
Dislocation  of  fore  arm 
backwards  of  one 
week's  standing,  re- 
duced  


13 
5 
2 
1 
6 
2 
3 
7 
9 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
13 
5 
1 
1 
18 
2 
9 
29 
12 
10 


Encephalitis  

"       infantile. . . 

Enuresis  •. . 

Eczema  

Emphysema  

Epilepsia  

Erysipelas  

Eyelids,  occlusion  of  *. . 
Febris,  intermittens . . . 

"  remittens  

"  typhoides  

Fracture  of  humerus  f . . 

"  little fingert 

Haemoptysis  

Haemorrhoids  

Hgemorrhois  fluens .... 

Hemiplegia  

Hernia,  femoral  

"    inguinal  (oblique) 

Hooping  Cough  

Hydrocele*  

Hydrothorax  

Hysteria  

Icterus  

Impetigo  

Injuria.  

Iritis  

Laryngitis  

Leucorrhoea  

Marasmus  

Menorrhagia  


*  Operated  on. 


t  Reduced. 
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Metritis   1 

Neuralgia  faciei   1 

Necrosis  of  Femur ....  1 

Ophthalmia   3 

"       gonorrhoeal.  1 

Orchitis,  acute   1 

Otitis   1 

Paralysis   4 

Parturition   1 

Pleuritis   6 

Paraplegia   1 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis ...  6 

Pneumonia   1 

"       typhoides. . .  1 

"       infantile. ...  1 

Porigo. . , ,   2 

Rheumatism,  articular.  8 

"        muscular.  12 

Rubeola   14 


Scald  of  leg  and  foot. . ,  2 

Scabies   1 

Scrofula   4 

Scurvy   5 

Suppression  of  urine. .  •  1 

Syphilis,  primary  I  6 

secondary  . . . '  10 

"      tertiary  i  1 

"      neonatorum..!  4 

Synovitis,  acute  j  1 

chronic  j  2 

Spine,  disease  of   1 

Tonsillitis   1 

Ulcers   32 

Ulceration  of  cornea. ...  2 

Ulcerated  sore  throat . .  j  1 

Urticaria   1 

Worms   6 
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TABLE 


Of  the  Diseases  treated  at  the  Penitentiary  Hospitals  during 
the  year  1849. 


Abscess   10 


Amenorrhoea  

Anasarca.  

Abortion  

Ascites  

Asthma  

Bronchitis,  acute . . . 

"         chronic  . 

Buboes  

Bursa  Mucosa  

Cardiac  disease  

Cancer  of  Breast . . . 

Caries  

Cholera  Asiatica. . . . 

"  Morbus  

Cholica  ■. . . . 

Congestio  cerebri . . . 
Conjunctivitis. .  . . , . 

"  chronic 
Convulsions,  infantile 
Chancre,  sloughing.  • 

Chlorosis  

Cystitis . . .  ■  

Debilitas  

Delirium  Tremens . . 
Diarrhoea  

"      chronic  |  14 

Diplopia  i  1 

Dysenteria   j  89 

^'      chronic .  .  .1  1 


14 
3 
26 
3 
5 
1 
10 
229 
40 
7 
1 
12 
7 
1 
15 
2 
1 
6 

268 
79 


Dislocation  of  Thumb 

(partial)  

Dysmenorrhoea  

Enuresis  

Er3^sipelas  

Epilepsia  

Eczema  

"  mercurial  

Epistaxis,  excessive . . . 

Febris,  ephemera  

"  intermittens... 

"  irritative  

"  remittens  

"  typhus  

Fistula  in  Ano  

"     recto- vaginal . . 


unnary  

Fracture  of  jaw  

"  humerus.  . 
"  metacarpal 
bone. ... 
"  radius . . , . 
"  tibia  (com- 
pound).. 
"  ulna  


Gastritis  

Gangrgena  Oris . . 
Gastero-enteritis. 
Gonorrhoea  . . . .  . 
Hgematemesis  * . , 


1 
1 

6 
2 
1 
57 

9 
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Haemoptysis  

Hfemorrhoides  

Heart,  valvular  disease 
"     aneurism  left 
ventricle  . . . . 
Hernia,  strangulated . . 

Hepatitis  

Hydrocele  

Hysteria  

Injuria  

Icterus. . .  «  

Impetigo  capitis  

Incontinence  of  Urine. . 

Influenza  

Iritis,  syphilitic. ...... 

Laryngitis  

Leucorrhoea  

Liver,  degeneration  of. 

Lupus  '. . 

Marasmus  

Menorrhagia. ..... .i. . 

Meningitis,  scrofulous.. 

Necrosis  

Occlusio  vaginse  

Orchitis  

Paronychia  maligna. . . . 
Paralysis.  


1 
1 

2 

4 
4 

11 
7 
1 
2 
8 

23 
2 

12 

11 
1 
1 
5 
1 
6 
1 
2 
4 
2 


Parturition   12 

Peritonitis  i  3 

Pericarditis  '  1 

Phthisis  pulmonalis   22 

Phymosis,  operated  on.'  43 

Pleuritis  ■   6 

Pleuro-pneumonia  '  2 

Pneumonitis  !  11 

Porigo  capitis             .i  3 

Prolapsus  ani  .[  2 

"      uteri  I  4 

Rheumatism,  muscular.'  7 

Sclerotitis  i  6 

Scorbutus  ..:  20 

Scrofula  ;  4 

Sarcocele  |  1 

Stapholoma  sclerotica. .  |  1 

Strictura  urethrse  i  18 

Suffocative  Catarrh . . . '  1 

Synovitis..:   4 

Syphilis,  primary  ;  758 

"      secondary. . .  .j  129 

"      tertiary  '  80 

Ulcer..  ^  37 

Ulceratio  faucium   15 

"     OS  uteri  :  64 

Ustio   2 
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TABLE 

Of  the  Diseases  of  those  who  Died, 


Anasarca  et  Ascites ...... 

Aneurism  of  left  venticle. 

Bronchitis,  acute  

"  chronic  

Cachexia  syphilitica  

Cholera  Asiatica  

Congestio  cerebri  

Delirium  Tremens  ....<... 

Diarrhoea  '. . , 

Dysenteria  

Epilepsia  

Erysipelas..  

Exhaustion  •. . . 

Enteritis  

Febris,  typhus  

Gangrena  

Hepatic  degeneration. .-. . . 
Heart,  valvular  disease  of. 

Icterus  •  

Meningitis..  

Necrosis  

Pericarditis  

Peritonitis  

Phthisis  pulmonalis  

Pleuro-pneumonia.  

Pneumonia  u  . 

Poisoned  •  

Scorbutus  

Scrofula.  >  

Senectus  . . 

Syphilis,  tertiary  . .  .1  
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EANDALL'S  ISLAND. 


To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

OrncE  or  the  WARDEri,  ^ 
Randall's  Island,  January,  1850.  ) 

Gentlemen  : — 

I  herewitli  submit  to  you  the  reports  of  the  several 
departments  of  this  Institution  for  the  past  year.  To  them 
are  you  respectfully  referred  to  any  particular  items  of  infor- 
mation you  may  desire. 

When  I  took  possession  here,  which  was  on  the  1st  June 
last,  I  found  every  thing  much  out  of  repair.  From  four  to 
six  carpenters  and  two  masons  have  been  constantly  employed 
since  in  repairing  the  Nursery  buildings  and  the  Hospitals. 
At  present  the  buildings  are  in  comfortable  order. 

I  find  that  the  substitution  of  stoves  for  the  furnaces  for- 
merly used  in  heating  the  buildings,  is  a  wise  improvement, 
both  as  it  affects  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  children.  It 
will  also  prove  a  source  of  economy,  as  the  Messrs.  Pierce 
&  Co.'s  stoves  consume  much  less  coal  than  the  furnaces  did. 

We  have  been  thus  far  able  to  supply  most  of  the  calls 
that  have  been  made  upon  us  for  children  to  be  indentured ; 


168 


but  now  there  are  no  girls  capable  of  being  put  out  under 
eleven  years  of  age.  There  are  yet  a  number  of  the  boys  of 
suitable  size  and  age  to  be  put  at  various  employments,  as 
they  may  be  required. 

The  fences  around  the  Island  need  some  more  attention, 
by  various  additions,  so  as  to  guard  the  crops  from  the  de- 
predations of  the  cattle. 

The  farm  is  in  a  situation  which  promises  more  this  season 
than  usual,  as  new  ground  has  been  broken  up  and  made  as 
nearly  ready  for  cultivation  as  possible.  On  the  Harlem 
side  of  the  river,  in  connection  with  the  ferry  to  the  Island, 
a  house  has  been  erected  to  shelter  visitors,  and  also  a  flight 
of  steps  have  been  made,  which  is  a  convenience  to  those 
who  visit  this  place. 

On  the  Island  dock  a  small  storehouse  has  been  put  up, 
for  the  temporary  storage  of  goods. 

I  would  suggest,  in  addition  to  making  more  fences,  the 
great  need  that  exists  of  several  more  buildings  to  facilitate 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  Institution.  These  are  a  store- 
house, wash-house,  and  an  ice-house.  The  increased  and 
constantly  increasing  influx 'of  population  makes  our  present 
arrangements  too  limited. 

The  condition  of  our  roads  in  soft  weather  is  bad,  and  if 
planked  or  macadamized  would  be  a  great  beneflt,  and  prove 
a  desirable  relief  to  the  teamsters,  and  add  to  the  permanent 
improvements  of  the  Island.    Possessing,  as  this  Island  does, 
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many  natural  advantages,  and  a  degree  of  beauty  and  appro- 
priateness for  its  present  use  rarely  to  be  met  with,  it  can 
be  made,  by  a  portion  of  labor  and  expense,  one  of  the  great- 
est ornaments  to  the  city  to  be  found  in  its  suburbs. 

In  closing,  I  must  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Board 
of  Governors  for  the  prompt  and  liberal  manner  in  which 
they  have  regarded  every  call  upon  them  for  aid  and  advice, 
in  a  situation  the  duties  of  which  I  was  totally  unacquainted. 

I  am,  gentlemen. 

Your  most  ob't  serv't, 

JONATHAN  STEARNS, 

Warden, 
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T^URSERY  HOSPITAL. 


To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House  Department. 

Gentlemen  : — 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Resident  Physician  of  the 
Nursery  Hospital  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am  unable  to  present  all  the  statistics  that  might  be  de- 
sirable. The  Report  for  the  last  year,  which  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  make,  must  be  considered  highly  favorable,  espe- 
cially when  it  is  remembered  that  the  past  season  has  been 
one  of  unusual  sickness  in  this  as  well  as  in  others  of  the 
public  institutions  of  the  city. 

Cholera  made  its  first  appearance  in  the  Nursery  Depart- 
ment on  the  15th  of  July — was  developed  in  all  its  malig- 
nancy and  terror  about  the  20th  of  that  month,  and  disap- 
peared about  the  25th  of  August.  Its  earliest  victims  were 
children  in  the  Hospital  then  under  treatment,  who  were  al- 
ready so  prostrated  as  to  be  unable  to  rally  from  the  first  im- 
pressions of  this  disease. 

By  reference  to  the  following  tables,  it  will  appear  that  the 
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whole  number  of  cases  and  deaths  reported  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 


Males. 

Fern's. 

Total. 

93 

63 

156 

25 

19 

44 

Per-centage  of  total  mortality,  

..28.21. 

The  deaths  are  thus  classified  : — 

Males. 

Fem's. 

Total. 

0 

1 

1 

Children  between  two  and  six  years  of  age, 

16 

8 

24 

"          "     six  and  twelve  "  " 

7 

3 

10 

2 

7 

9 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  principal  mortality  was  among 
children  under  six  years  of  age.  By  controlling  the  diet — 
carefully  watching  for  the  earliest  manifestations  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  administering  timely  remedies,  we  were  enabled  to 
prevent  as  great  mortality  among  the  older  children.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that,  of  seven  hundred  children,  members 
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of  the  school  at  this  time,  Jive  only  died  during  the  epidemic. 
During  much  of  this  period,  we  treated,  daily,  from  twenty  to 
thirty  patients  who  were  suffering  with  the  premonitory  symp- 
toms, and  for  whom  no  room  could  be  found  in  the  Hospitals. 
These  cases,  for  the  most  part,  yielded  readily  to  treatment, 
and  are  not  embodied  in  the  statistics  above  given. 

I  must  express  my  obligation  to  Drs.  Pearson  and  Lyon, 
my  assistants,  at  this  crisis,  for  the  efficient  aid  which  they 
rendered  me  at  all  hours  of  the  night  and  day.  The  Matrons 
and  other  officers  of  the  various  departments  are  deserving, 
too,  of  the  highest  praise  for  the  untiring  watchfulness  and 
care  which  they  bestowed  upon  those  committed  to  their 
charge. 

Following  cholera,  measles  appeared  as  an  epidemic,  ac- 
companied, in  a  majority  of  cases,  with  pneumonia.  Most 
of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  Infant  Nursery. 

At  the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of  strumous  oph- 
thalmia, there  are  very  few  diseases  of  the  eye ;  and  puru- 
lent ophthalmia,  the  scourge  of  almost  every  large  collection 
of  childi^en,  is  very  rare.  Scrofula  and  other  hereditary  dis- 
eases, here,  as  elsewhere,  fill  the  Hospital  with  the  offspring 
of  depraved  and  vicious  parentage. 

The  number  of  sick  and  diseased  children  sent  here  from 
the  city  increases  greatly  as  this  noble  charity  becomes  more 
generally  known  and  appreciated.  It  is  because  the  indigent 
and  the  heartless  have  discovered  this  asylum  for  their  suf- 
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fenng  offspring  that  the  number  in  the  Hospital  is  so  much 
augmented, 

I  annex  hereto  a  tabular  statement  of  the  admissions  to, 
and  discharges  from,  the  Hospitals,  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
eases treated,  the  number  of  deaths  which  have  occurred,  and 
the  number  now  remaining. 

I  would  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommend  that  the 
Croton  water  and  water  closets  be  placed  on  the  several  floors 
of  the  Hospitals,  and  that  the  Hospitals  be  separated  by  en- 
closures from  the  other  buildings.  This  is  the  more  impor- 
tant with  reference  to  the  Quarantine,  in  order  that  it  may 
answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed.  The  small- 
pox is  likely  to  make  its  appearance  among  us  at  all  times. 
I  would  therefore  recommend  the  erection  of  a  small  build- 
ing suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  properly  isolated  from  the 
group,  for  the  reception  of  small-pox  patients.  It  is  ex- 
tremely hazardous  to  send,  as  we  are  now  obliged  to  do,  such 
patients  to  BlackwelPs  Island  in  an  open  boat,  especially  in 
the  winter  season. 

I  was  very  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Dr.  J.  M. 
Lawrence,  formerly  assistant  in  Bellevue  Hospital,  as  As- 
sistant Resident  Physician,  His  skill  and  his  devotion  to 
the  interests  of  this  department  have  proved  invaluable  to 
myself  and  the  Institution. 

Allow  me  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  your  honorable 
body  for  the  promptitude  with  which  the  requisitions  it  has 
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been  my  duty  to  make  upon  you  have  been  complied  with, 
and  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy  you  have  extended 
toward  me. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  N.  WHITTELSEY,  M.D., 

Resident  Physician. 

Nursery  Hospital,  January  1,  1850. 
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TABLE 


Of  the  Diseases  of  those  ad^nitted  during  the  year  1849, 


Abscess  

Aphtha  

Ascarides  «  

Anarsarca  

Bronchitis  

Cachexia  

Cane.  Oris  

Carbuncle  

Cholera,  Asiatic  

"  infantum  

"  morbus  

Cholic   

Congestion  of  the  lungs. 
C}^ianche  trachealis . . . 

Convulsions  

Diarrhoea  

Dysentery  

Debility.,  

Delirium  tremens. .  . . . 
Disease  of  the  heart . . . 
Dislocation  of  the  radius 

Enteritis  

Epilepsy  . ... . . . 

Erysipelas  

Epistaxis  

Eczema  

Fever,  continued  

"  remittent  

"  intermittent.... 

"  typhus  


1 

6 
3 
61 
10 
45 
1 

156 
18 
10 
5 
13 
11 
4 
100 
41 
15 
1 
2 
1 
10 
8 
7 
1 
29 
76 
42 
13 
44 


Fracture  of  radius  and 
ulna .  .•  

Fracture  of  condyle  of 
humerus.. .»  

Gastric  derangement. . 

Gastro-enteritis  

Glossitis   

Harelip,  comp. ...... 

Hemorrhage,  uterine  . 

Hepatitis  

Herpes  

Haemoptysis  

Hydrocephalus  

Incontinence  of  urine . 

Inflam.  of  various  joints 

Injuria  

Icterus  ■  

Impetigo  

Morb.  coxarius  

Marasmus ....  -  

Necrosis  

Ophthalmia  

Onychia.  

Otorrhea  

Parotitis  

Pleuritis  .  

Pneumonia  •. . . . 

Pleuro-pneumonia  

Pneumonia  typhoides . . 

Phthisis  pulmonalis. . . . 
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Pertussis. . . 
Porrigo  . .  . . 
Rachitis . . . 
Rheumatism 
Rubeola . ... , 
Scabies  . . . . 
Scrofula. . . , 
Scarlatina . . 


18 

Tabes  Mesenterica. . . . 

13 

Id 

10 

1 

1 

5 

13 

149 

3 

9 

Vegetations,  syphilitic . 

1 

3 
2 

3 

Total  

1458 

(12) 


V 
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TABLE 


Of  the  Diseases  of  those  who  died  during  the  year  1849. 


Broncliitis  

Cane.  Oris  

Cerebritis  

Cachexia.  .■  

Cholera  

Cholera  Infantum. . ... . 

Convulsions.  

Cynanche  trachealis . . . 
Congestion  of  the  lungs 

Diarrhoea  . . . 

Dysentery  

Disease  of  the  heart . . . 

Emphysema  

Enteritis  

Fever,  typhus  

Gastro-enterite . ,:  

Hepatitis  ; . . 


8 
17 

6 
8 
44 
5 
9 
3 
6 
5 

11 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 


Hydrocephalus  

Hydrothorax  

Marasmus  

Morb.  Dentition...... 

Pertussis  

Pleuro-pneumonia. .... 

Phagedena  syph  

Phthisis  pulmonalis. . . . 

Pneumonia  

Pneumonia  t}^hoides. . . 

Rubeola..  •. . 

Tabes  mesenterica  .... 
Ulceration  of  the  throat 
Ulceration  of  the  knee 
joint  

Total  


SUMMARY. 


Whole  number  remaining  Jan.  1st,  1849, 
"  "  admitted  during  the  year. 
"  treated  during  the  year. . . 

"  "  deceased  during  the  year. 
"  discharged  cured  ....... 


140 
1458 


206 
1206 


Total  remaining  in  the  Hospital,  Jan.  1st,  1850 
Per-centage  of  mortality,  12.88. 


1598 

1412 
186 
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WORK  HOUSE,  B.  I. 


To  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House  Department, 

Gentlemen  : — 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Work  House  begs  leave  to  present  to  you  the  following 
Report : — 

That  immediately  after  his  appointment  to  the  place  he  now 
occupies  under  the  patronage  of  your  honorable  body,  he  was 
directed  by  you  to  repair  to  BlackwelPs  Island  at  his  earliest 
convenience,  to  examine  the  buildings  and  inmates  of  the 
Alms  House,  and  indeed  any  auxiliary  that  could  be  brought 
into  requisition,  preparatory  to  devising  and  maturing  plans 
for  as  speedy  an  organization  of  the  AVork  House  as  time 
and  circumstances  would  permit. 

That  he  did  obey  your  directions  in  going  to  the  Island 
with  as  little  delay  as  his  previous  engagements  would  admit 
of,  and  after  a  careful  and  scrutinizing  survey  of  the  grounds, 
buildings,  etc.,  contiguous  to  the  Alms  House,  as  well  as  the 
limited  facilities  and  aids  the  Warden  of  that  Institution  had 
at  his  command  for  enforcing  a  sound  and  vigorous  discipline 
upon  the  inmates,  he  did  not  require  much  time  or  thought  to 
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arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Work  House  would  be  any  thing  but  a  sinecure,  if  they 
were  faithfully  and  assiduously  discharged. 

The  first  and  greatest  difficulty  which  presented  itself  to 
his  mind  in  forming  this  new  organization,  (say  nothing  about 
washing  and  bath-room  for  cleansing  and  purifying  externally 
the  filthy  and  loathsome  persons  that  are  almost  daily  sent 
to,  and  received  into  the  Alms  House,)  was  the  total  want  of 
the  necessary  buildings  for  the  boarding,  lodging  and  classi- 
fying the  inmates  ;  for  without  such  adequate  means  and 
conveniences,  based  upon  the  most  liberal  and  extensive  scale,  - 
it  is  impossible  to  either  improve  and  elevate  the  moral  con- 
dition of  its  occupants,  or  sustain  a  very  high  moral  govern- 
ment and  perfect  discipline,  an  accomplishment  important  in 
itself  and  greatly  to  be  desired  in  all  similar  institutions. 

The  Work  House  Committee,  in  their  report  to  the  Board 
of  Governors,  ask  the  following  question : — "  Can  any  intel- 
ligent man  for  a  moment  reconcile  to  his  own  notions  of  pro- 
priety and  justice,  the  fact  that  many  thousands  of  his  fellow 
citizens  have  up  to  this  period  been  herded  together  like  so 
many  cattle,  without  regard  to  their  degree  of  fault  or  misfor- 
tune, unable  by  any  system  or  arrangement  to  separate  them- 
selves from  each  other,  in  accordance  with  the  common  im- 
pulses which  divide  crime  from  misfortune  This  evil  may 
prevail  in  a  more  alarming  degree  in  our  penitentiary  system, 
where  crime  and  poverty  goes  hand  in  hand,  than  in  other 
institutions ;  but  the  same  complaints  are  annually  made, 
and  justly  too,  throughout  the  United  States,  and  the  main 
difficulties  are  attributed  to  the  bad  arrangement  of  buildings 
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and  the  want  of  the  necessary  conveniences  for  controllmg 
this  unfortunate  class  of  people. 

In  order  to  discipline  and  influence  the  minds  of  inmates 
properly,  either  in  prisons  or  work-houses,  a  continued  and 
vigorous  restraint  must  be  enforced  upon  each  individual,  at 
all  times  and  under  every  circumstance ;  and  to  carry  out 
such  a  plan  thoroughly  and  successfully,  you  will  feel  con- 
strained, he  is  sure,  to  resort  to  classification,  based  upon  the 
various  grades  of  education,  habits  and  temperaments. 

This  conclusion  is  fairly  arrived  at,  and  he  believes  is  per- 
manently established  in  the  minds  of  all  philanthropists  from 
the  best  evidences  that  have  hitherto  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  subject. 

In  the  absence  of  the  necessary  accommodations  for  organ- 
izing and  governing  the  Work  House  upon  the  best  principles 
of  humanity  and  economy,  he  at  once  entered  into  the  best 
arrangements  that  could  be  made  with  the  Warden  of  the 
Alms  House  for  boarding  and  lodging  the  men  committed  to 
his  charge,  and  for  shop  room  for  carrying  on  the  various  me- 
chanical branches  consequent  in  such  public  Institutions.  The 
limited  amount  of  such  shop  room,  however,  at  the  Warden's 
disposal  beyond  his  own  wants,  precludes  him  from  employing 
all  of  the  mechanics  at  their  respective  trades.  Therefore 
he  is  obliged  to  place  several  of  the  most  skillful  workmen 
in  some  other  department  of  labor,  until  more  ample  pro- 
visions are  made. 

In  organizing  this  new  department  under  your  government 
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and  supervisioiij  with  the  numerous  embarrassments  and  diffi- 
culties he  has  constantly  to  contend  with,  may  he  not  hope 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  buildings  will  be  erected 
with  all  the  necessary  arrangements  and  modern  improve- 
ments, thereby  enabling  him  to  place  it  on  a  permanent  foot- 
ing, at  least  equal  with  the  other  Institutions  on  the  Island,  for 
its  cleanliness,  order  and  general  good  government  ? 

The  first  commitments  to  the  Work  House  on  Blackwell's 
Island  were  made  on  the  14th  day  of  June  last,  for  three 
months  each.  On  the  14th,  15th  and  16th  of  June  he  re- 
ceived fifty-seven  persons.  These  were  voluntary  commit- 
ments from  perhaps  three  times  that  number  of  the  inmates  of 
the  Alms  House ;  the  balance  preferring  to  leave  the  Island 
rather  than  to  contribute  in  labor  to  defray  in  part  their  ex- 
penses as  dependants  upon  the  charities  of  the  City.  In  short, 
they  were  compelled  by  the  second  section  of  the  Work  House 
law  to  commit  themselves  or  leave  the  Alms  House. 

Of  these  fifty-seven  persons,  as  well  as  those  that  were  sub- 
sequently committed  from  the  number  yet  remaining  in  the 
Alms  House,  he  found  a  large  majority  of  them  lazy,  indolent 
fellows.  These  habits,  so  long  indulged  in  by  them,  seemed 
to  have  paralyzed  not  only  their  physical  but  mental  powers  ; 
but  with  perseverance  and  argument  he  has  succeeded,  in  a 
measure,  in  making  them  understand  and  feel  that  they  are 
animated  and  responsible  beings. 

Those  persons  coming  directly  from  the  City,  committed  to 
the  Work  House,  are  generally  a  much  better  class  pf  inmates, 
though  he  is  happy,  and  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  in- 
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form  you  that  important  changes  for  the  better  are  daily  mani- 
fested in  the  habits  and  industry  of  these  same  persons  com- 
plained of ;  for  they  not  only  exhibit  a  willingness  to  labor 
diligently  and  with  cheerfulness  from  day  to  day,  but  they 
seem  to  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  and  improvements  that 
are  now  being  made. 

The  whole  number  of  males  committed  to  the  Work  House, 
from  the  14th  day  of  June,  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  in- 
clusive, is  425 — of  whom  341  are  foreigners,  and  84  are  na- 
tives. 

For  a  more  detailed  account,  giving  their  places  of  nativity 
and  ages,  he  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  a  table  marked 
A.  He  has  also  prepared  tables  marked  B,  C,  D,  E  and  F, 
showing  their  respective  occupations  previous  to  their  becom- 
ing inmates  of  the  Institution,  their  terms  of  commitment,  the 
number  that  have  died,  sent  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  Bellevue 
Hospital,  discharged,  as  well  as  the  aggregate  number  in  the 
Work  House.  The  number  of  days'  work  performed  in  each 
department  of  labor  in  each  week,  is  also  given ;  the  number 
of  inmates  each  day,  and  the  number  of  barrels  of  wheat  and 
rye  flour  and  Indian  meal  baked  from  the  2d  of  July  to  the 
31st  of  December,  inclusive,  and  showing  the  kind  and  num- 
ber of  loaves  of  bread  baked  in  the  same  period  of  time.  He 
has  also  annexed  a  statement  showing  the  aggregate  amount 
paid  to  the  inmates  (as  well  as  the  amount  to  each)  for  ser- 
vices rendered,  over  expenses  of  their  support,  during  their 
term  of  commitment,  and  although  there  seems  to  be  a  great 
disparity  in  the  sums  paid  to  these  persons,  yet  it  is  very 
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readily  accounted  for  when  you  take  into  consideration  their 
ages  and  capacity  for  performing  the  labor  assigned  to  them. 

In  conclusion,  you  will  allow  him  to  say  that  he  feels  him- 
self deeply  indebted  to  those  officers  who  are  associated  with 
him,  for  the  very  efficient  aid  they  have  rendered  him  in  form- 
ing this  new  organization. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

HARMON  ELDREDGE. 


'l85 
A. 

The  whole  amount  of  commitments  to  the  Work  House 
from  the  14th  of  June  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1849, 
inclusive,  is  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  males  and  four 
females.  The  following  Table  exhibits  their  places  of  Na- 
tivity and  Ages. 

Ireland   .252 

England  i  26 

Scotland  ;   14 

France   6 

Germany......;....'   33 

Holland   1 

Hanover..'   1 

Wales...   4 

Canada..   4 


Foreigners   341 

Ohio..   1 

Connecticut   1 

Maine   1 

New-Hampshire  . .  >   1 

Massachusetts   3 

New- York  ■   64 

New-Jersey   5 

Vermont   1 

Virginia  i   2 

Pennsylvania  • . . . .  3 

Rhode  Island  '   1 

Unknown   1 

Natives   84 

Aggregate  number   425 
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Under  20  years  of  age....  •..  18 

Between  20  and  30  years   39 

"  30  "  40    "   77 

"  40  "  50   "  ■  92 

"  50  "  60  114 

"  60  "  70   "    ..•  59 

Over  70   "   ...26 

Total  425 


* 
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B. 


This  table  -will  exhibit  their  occupations  previous  to  their 
being  committed  to  the  Work  House. 


Carpenters . .  . 
Blacksmiths . . 
Painters. .:. . . 
Shoemakers  . . 

Tailors  

Masons  

Watchmakers 
Coopers  ...... 

Printers  


48 
30 
3 
35 
35 
19 
1 
8 
12 


Barbers  

Fringe  makers . 
Tinsmiths.  .•. . 

Bakers  

Hatters  

Gunsmiths . .  . . 
Laborers  


Total 


2 
1 
4 
33 
1 
1 

192 
425 


The  term  of  commitments  during  the  same  period,  were, 

For  3  months  *  222 

"   4     "   11 

"    5     "    21 

"    6     "  155 

"   9     "    3 

"12     "  13 


Total 


425 
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Died  19 

Lunatics  in  Asylum   2 

Escaped  •   14 

Bellevue  Hospital   3 

Discharged  -   ..132 


Total   170 

The  number  of  males  on  hand  is   .255 

And  females   4 


Aggregate  number   259 


c. 

A  Table  exhibiting  tlic  number  of  Daj-s'  Work,  in  each  Week,  performed  by  tlie  Inmate?  of  the  Work  House  in  each 
Department  of  Labor,  from  the  14th  day  of  June  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  inchisive. 


Week  ending 

Carpen- 
ters. 

Masons. 

Coopers. 

Shoe- 
makers. 

Tin-  ' 

smiths. 

Tailors. 

Laborers. 

Black- 
smiths. 

Wool 
Pickers. 

Bakers. 

Paintei's. 

Aggre- 
gate. 

June 

1(), 

28 

9 

3 

19 

8 

,  6 

9| 

85  \ 

23, 

631 

18 

6 

33^ 

48 

7  A 

'  2 

23 

411 

7t 

2481 

(t 

30, 

801 

18 

6 

371 

34 

60 

14A 

25 

■  7 

4241 

July 

83^ 

14 

5 

39A 

5A 

"2 

51 

22 

20 

1451 

80 

1 

4661 

(( 

14, 

831 

14A 

6 

60 

6 

61 

24 

24 

1521 

92 

3 

5264 
658 

a 

21, 

78^ 

15A 

6 

55 

6 

60 

76 

174 

1514 

91 

1 

a 

28, 

72^- 

12 

5| 

49 

6 

67 

71  a 

21 

100~ 

90 

494^ 
4191 

August 

4, 

62 

6 

5 

47 

5 

59 

67' 

21 

681 

79 

u 

11, 

65.i 

13 

6 

62^ 

G 

69 

24 

1044 

78 

493 

18, 

65 

20 

6 

68 

41 

66 

75 

24 

103' 

78 

4 

5131 

a 

25, 

73 

23.1 

6 

65 

6 

67 

73 

24 

114 

78 

5351 

September 

1, 

SOI 

30~ 

6 

66 

6 

66 

83 

24 

1114 

79 

G 

558" 

8, 

881 

30 

11^ 

69 

2 

72 

1054 

24 

881 

84 

G 

5804 

15, 

671 

30 

12^ 

64 

6 

62 

94~ 

22 

93| 

84 

51 

5411 
4521 

a 

22, 

491 

30 

8 

43 

6 

49 

99 

13 

68 

85 

2 

(( 

70^ 

33 

6 

54 

3 

54 

85 

22 

90 

113 

9 

539| 

October 

6, 

771 

40 

11 

62 

54 

100 

24 

42 

114 

9 

533. i 

(( 

13, 

72| 

41 

12 

49 

6 

54 

1424 

24 

108 

12 

5211 

20, 

81| 

54 

12 

72 

6 

54 

167" 

19 

111 

0 

585.^ 

27, 

84A 

47.^ 

12 

74 

12 

51 

299 

28 

108 

12 

728 

November 

3, 

861 

511 

12 

74 

12 

54 

2921 

30 

112 

5\ 

'^2 

7291 

U 

10, 

87 

401 

12 

74 

6 

70 

289 

30 

113 

5 

7261 

17, 

99 

61 

12 

83 

1 

72 

4241 

291 

108 

G 

8961 

a 

24, 

91 

54 

12 

84 

10 

76 

3684 

30 

108 

5 

838.^ 

December 

1, 

77^ 

55| 

101 

82 

11 

68 

4301 

32 

108 

5i 

880^ 

li 

8, 

98 

62^ 

12 

89 

12 

84 

4274 

36 

114 

6 

941 

(( 

15, 

110 

701 

12 

97 

12 

84 

590| 

39 

126 

51 

1,1551 

U 

22, 

881 

64 

12 

100 

12 

77 

5641 

42 

126 

51 

1,0911 

29, 

79 

40 

10 

66 

111 

83 

4271 

32 

126 

2 

877^- 

(( 

31, 

15 

121 

2 

20 

2 

17 

117^ 

6 

21 

1 

2131 

2,2591 

1010 

2571 

1,8571 

185 

1812i 

5,623 

7391 

l,646li  2,014 

150 

!  18,155 

D. 

The  following  Table  will  exhibit  the  number  of  loaves  of 
Bread  baked  and  delivered  to  the  Storekeeper  on  Blackwell's 
Island,  from  the  2d  day  of  July  to  the  31st  day  of  December, 
inclusive.    Also,  the  number  of  Barrels  of  Wheat  and  Rye 


flour  and  pounds  of  Indian  meal  consumed  in  the  same  time. 


Bbls. 
Wt.  flo'r. 

Bbls. 
Rye  fl'r. 

32  •— < 

11 

O  . 

rheat 
•aves. 

 — • 

wj 
o  a> 



Week  ending  July  7, 

79 

6490 

uL  i  D 

u  u 

72 

6046 

"         "  21, 

88 

A 

8106 

"        "  28, 

90 

8289 

iC 

"    Aug.  4, 

72 

^461 

u 

"       "  11, 

96 

8673 

a 

"       "  18, 

85 

7488 

LL               LC  Ctrl' 

25, 

96 

8421 

u 

"    Sept.  1, 

87 

7974 

u 

"  8, 

96 

8566 

u 

"        "  15, 

102 

8730 

u 

"        "  22, 

102 

8704 

u 

"        "  29, 

93 

8101 

iC 

"     Oct.  6, 

97 

500 

8508 

u 

"        "  13, 

93 

500 

8481 

u 

"        "  20, 

101 

600 

9099 

"       "  27, 

94 

500 

8536 

a 

"     Nov.  3, 

105 

600 

9563 

u 

"        "  10, 

108 

400 

9824 

u 

102 

600 

9197 

a 

"       "  24, 

105 

600 

9261 

u 

"     Dec.  1, 

101 

350 

8999 

a 

"        "  8, 

105 

600 

9398 

u 

"        "  15, 

108 

600 

9348 

u 

"        "  22, 

111 

600 

9509 

a 

"        "  31, 

137 

700 

11748 

2525 

48 

7150 

223520 

4788 

190 
E. 

A  Table  exhibiting  the  number  of  males  in  the  Work 
House  Department  each  day  from  the  14th  of  June  to  the 
31st  of  December,  1849,  inclusive. 


J  une. 

TnW 

August. 

Uctober. 

XT 

NOY. 

Dec. 

1 

11  ^ 

xxo 

118 

XXO 

104 

X  v^ 

1  ^1 

X<JX 

1Q9 

2 

vu 

115 

xxo 

118 

xxo 

104 

X  Vt: 

1 

xoo 

1 Q9 
xc^ 

99 

115 

119 

104 

156 

XO\J 

1Q8 

xvo 

A 

115 

xxo 

11Q 

XXiJ 

104 

X  V  jC 

1  ^6 

XO\J 

1Q4. 
xn^ 

a; 
o 

101 

115 

xxo 

119 

XX  fJ 

106 

X  V  V 

1  ^8 

xoo 

1Q7 

Xv  i 

a 
\j 

104 

115 

1^0 

X^  V 

107 

X  V  1 

156 

XO\J 

1QQ 

7 

104 

116 

XXV 

1^0 

Xi^  V 

107 

XVI 

157 

xo  1 

902 

« 

104 

115 

X  Xt^ 

121 

x^x 

107 

XV  t 

159 

xoo 

204- 

Q 

106 

X 

114 

X  X  JL 

121 

x^x 

102 

163 

X  V«J 

204- 

^  VTt 

10 

-LV/ 

107 

XV  i 

114 

X  1  i 

122 

101 

168 

204 

^  V  X 

11 

JL  J. 

108 

X  vu 

115 

X  XtJ 

119 

111 

168 

212 

12 

111 

XXX 

115 

XXtJ 

119 

XXiJ 

112 

161 

X  vx 

21*7 

^X  ( 

1:^ 

112 
xx^ 

115 

X  Xt^ 

1 

111 

XXX 

168 

218 

14 

O  4 

112 

XXZd 

115 

xxc 

123 

111 

XXX 

163 

295 

15 

39 

112 

115 

94 

111 

166 

227 

1R 

fll 

119 

115 

X  X<J 

04 

114 

X  Xt: 

169 

997 

IT 

61 

113 

114 

94 

116 

174 

230 

18 

63 

115 

113 

80 

116 

174 

233 

19 

64 

118 

113 

79 

117 

176 

228 

20 

65 

119 

113 

96 

116 

181 

230 

21 

66 

119 

113 

99 

116 

184 

233 

22 

74 

119 

115 

113 

128 

188 

233 

23 

75 

120 

115 

113 

136 

185 

233 

24 

75 

116 

115 

101 

140 

187 

236 

25 

77 

114 

117 

104 

145 

187 

236 

26 

79 

112 

117 

104 

146 

188 

241 

2T 

80 

115 

117 

107 

146 

184 

247 

28 

82 

116 

115 

107 

146 

186 

251 

29 

82 

116 

115 

106 

147 

185 

253 

30 

84 

117 

116 

106 

148 

192 

253 

31 

115 

118 

148 

255 

191 


This  table  exhibits  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  each 
inmate  for  services  rendered  over  expenses  of  support,  his 
term  of  commitment,  his  occupation,  and  the  aggregate 
amount  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1849. 


No  . 

Initials.  | 

Occupation. 

Term 

Com.| 

Amount  Paid. 

1 

A.  C. 

Carpenter. 

3  months. 

18  29} 

Q 

QO  ^ 

2 

P.  E.      i Tailor, 

3 

a 

1  18} 

^il  23  73 

3 

M.  K. 

Shoemaker, 

3 

4  26  5 

«  o  p 

4 

W.  W.  Tinsmith, 

3 

u 

lY  651 

5 

G.  T. 

Carpenter, 

6 

u 

20  93 

6 

M.  C. 

Tailor, 

3 

u 

4  63 

R.  F. 

Mason, 

3 

a 

13  42 

I 

G.  H. 

Carpenter, 

3 

a 

3  29 

9 

J.  T. 

do.. 

3 

u 

2  20 

10 

S.  G. 

Laborer, 

3 

a 

6  90 

*^ 
P 

11 

H.  F. 

Baker, 

3 

u 

10  46 

12 

W.  B. 

Blacksmith, 

3 

u 

3  63 

13 

J.  Van  S. 

Tailor, 
Carpenter, 

6 

u 

25  93 

r  xt 

14 

J.  F.  L. 

6 

u 

18  35 

rint 
ous 

15 

A.  Q. 

Shoemaker, 

6 

a 

7  86 

»  r. 
•  3 

o. 

16 

E.  S. 

Carpenter, 

6 

a 

7  71 

re 
S 

IT 

N.  C. 

Laborer, 

6 

a 

5  97 

18jO.  M'D. 

Tailor, 

6 

a 

6  20 

19;L.  F. 

1  Mason, 

6 

a 

36  94 

20 

M.  D. 

1  Mason, 

6 

a 

2  73 

21 

F.  McNJBlacksmith, 

6 

a 

7  29 

22 

J.  L. 

|Shoemaker, 

6 

a 

5  40. 

207  49 


$231  22 


I 
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CHILDREN  AT  NURSE, 


Office  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House, 
New-York,  January  1,  1850. 


] 


To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

Gentlemen  : — 

In  compliance  with  directions,  I  herewith  furnish  a  Report 
of  the  Infant  Nursery  for  the  past  y^ar. 

165  Infants  were  at  nurse  1st  January,  1849. 
849     "     received  during  the  year. 

514  whole  number  provided  for. 

50  of  the  above  were  adopted. 

97        "         restored  to  their  friends. 


258 
109 


have  died. 

at  nurse  1st  January,  1850. 


514 


The  number  adopted  is  equal  to  any  preceding  year,  and 
we  have  reason  to  believe  they  are  disposed  of  to  kind  and 
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affectionate  and  Tvell-recommended  persons,  who  will  be  to 
them  desirable  parents,  and  that  most  of  them  possessed  con- 
siderable property,  or  trades  and  means  for  rearing  the  child 
respectably. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  sickness  and  suffering  by 
all  classes,  particularly  the  poor,  and  consequently  the  Alms 
House  was  called  upon  for  relief  for  both  parents  and  chil- 
dren, suffering  from  cholera  and  cholera  infantum,  and  other 
diseases.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  there  were 
about  three  to  four  infants  brought  to  the  Alms  House  daily, 
besides  the  great  number  of  children  sent  to  Randall's  Island 
Nursery. 

The  deaths  of  children  throughout  our  city  far  exceeded 
the  adult  population  in  the  proportion  of  numbers,  and  the 
mortality  among  the  children  at  nurse  for  the  Alms  House, 
was  awfully  fatal  and  extensive.  Those  whose  parents  had 
been  atta<;ked  by  cholera  and  sent  to  the  Hospital,  and  appa- 
rently well  at  the  time,  had  the  disease  in  them,  and  very 
soon  died ;  the  deaths  were  by  cholera  infantum  or  dysentery, 
which  appeared  to  be  the  general  complaint  among  children ; 
many  of  them  were  brought  to  the  Alms  House  in  the  last 
stages  of  disease,  and  were  then  dying. 

It  was  endeavored  to  make  the  best  selection  of  nurses  for 
the  children ;  in  some  instances  we  were  deceived,  but  in 
general  they  have  proved  to  be  kind  and  affectionate  as  well 
as  temperate ;  many  of  them  were  attacked  by  the  cholera 
and  died,  as  also  others  by  reason  of  sickness  made  it  neces- 
(13) 


194 


sary  to  provide  another  nurse  in  their  place  ;  this  was  of 
daily  occurrence. 

In  accordance  with  the  Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors, a  number  of  children  have  been  put  under  the  care  of 
Mary  Shotwell ;  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  were  sent  to 
her  since  the  commencement  of  her  charge  in  July.  It  is 
impossible  to  speak  of  her  manner  of  treating  children  at  her 
nurser}^,  but  from  her  well-known  character  for  benevolence 
and  humanity,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  she  has  done  all  in 
her  power  for  their  preservation  and  health,  being  assisted  by 
a  respectable  physician,  and  many  kind  and  benevolent  ladies 
associated  with  her  in  the  enterprise. 

The  mortality  among  children  reached  the  nurseiy  of  Miss 
Shotwell,  and  many  died ;  whether  it  was  owing  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  class  of  children  sent  her,  as  most  of  them 
were  foundlings,  and  had  been  much  neglected,  or  otherwise, 
we  cannot  say. 

About  thirty-six  of  the  infants  are  illegitimate,  and  most 
of  them  are  in  the  hands  of  their  mothers  ;  the  support  for 
them  has  been  received  from  their  fathers,  either  by  compro- 
mise or  by  weekly  payments ;  for  some  of  that  class  the  de- 
partment has  not  realized  anything  for  their  support,  and  is 
obliged  to  provide  for  the  child. 

About  forty-six  children  are  classed  as  paupers,  havhig 
])een  received  from  the  Alms  House  on  the  Island,  from  the 
Hospital  and  Randall's  Island,  and  also  those  left  at  board 
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in  the  city  and  abandoned ;  as  many  are  included  in  this  class 
as  possible,  to  avoid  the  stigma  of  being  illegitimate. 

The  infants  found  in  the  streets  are  called  foundlings,  and 
of  this  class  there  are  now  about  twenty-seven  at  nurse. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  B,  GILBERT,  Clerk, 


^^^^ 
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STORE  HOUSE. 


BiiACKWELL's  Island,  January  1st,  1850. 

To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

Gentlemen  : — 

It  becomes  my  duty  at  the  commencement  of  tlie  new  year, 
to  present  to  you  the  condition  of  the  Store  Department  at 
BlackweWs  Island^  (under  my  supervision,)  which  was  organ- 
ized and  commenced  business  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1849. 

It  being  a  new  department,  many  were  the  difficulties  and 
obstacles  that  had  to  be  encountered  and  overcome,  to  make 
it  perfect  in  its  organization. 

The  want  of  uniform  prices  for  the  articles  made  by  the 
several  institutions  on  the  Island,  has  been,  and  still  is,  a  very 
great  inconvenience  to  my  department,  and  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  the  propriety  of  your  fixing  a  scale  of  prices  to 
the  various  articles  which  I  receive  from  the  several  depart- 
ments— which  will  facilitate  much  the  business  of  the  store. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  the  statement  of  the  amount  of 
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merchandise  received  from  the  city,  together  with  that  turned 
into  the  store  hy  the  several  departments  on  the  Island ;  you 
will  also  find  the  monthly  disbursements  to  the  Institutions 
drawing  supplies  from  the  store. 
/ 

Yours  respectfully, 

N.  P.  ANDERSON, 

Store  Keeper. 
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DISPOSAL  OF  FUNDS. 


18-19. 

UNDER  COMMISSIONER. 

1849. 

UNDER  THE  GOVERNORS  OF  THE  ALMS  HOUSE. 

RECAPITULATION. 

anuivry. 

0  ruoiy. 

March 

A  ril  ]  to 
Cy  7.° 

TOTAI, 

May  8  to  31. 

June 

July. 

August 

September 

October 

November. 

December. 

28,88,^)  87 

17,92.5  i)n 

12,2.37  .34 

22,242  37 

81,290  61 
1,50  00 

AViirraiits  received  from  ConiptvoUor,  

P.aymcnts  by  Superiutetident  Out  Door  Poor, 

10,000  00 
1,561  75 

25,000  00 

25,000  00 
1,814  74 

50,000  00 
2,039  84 

25,000  00 

25,000  00 

1 

5n.nno  doi  

210,000  00 
15,657  76 

lot.al  Amount  received  irojot  Comptroller,  ironi  May  8  to  Dec.  31, 1849 
"     R  ..i.    f-o     1^1     •  • 

7,331  66 

1,505  81 

1,865  00 

2,166  04 

2,301  7i 

2,402  79 

Work  House, 

69  02 

138  47 

207  4f 

564  80 
2,648  54 

617  28 
8,228  94 

598  17 
6,007  66 

1,150  00 
21,589  42 

2,761  87 
15,614  67 

699  22 
15,585  71 

934  32 
20,373  89 

7,331  66 
90,048  83 

217,331  66 

$81,140  61 

11, .561  75 

29,719  15 

35,660  96 

58,645  67 

49,610  42 

45,.542  58 

68,655  74 

23,849  47 

323,245  74 

"    P.ayments  of  Sundry  liills,              "          "  " 

215,700  56 

Pa  ment  of  Sundr  Bills 

18,885  87 

7,92r)  03 

G,237  84 

18,742  37 

,51,790  61 

T)              4.       P   t'       1  VU 

7,314  62 

19,990  21 
1,500  00 

27,753  30 

35,106  26 
1,950  00 

32,095  75 
1,900  00 

27,756  87 

45,831  85 
2,350  00 

19,851  71 
2,500  00 

215,700  56 
15,898  .59 

Balance  <1ue  b  Su  icrintcndent  Out  Door  Poor       "  " 
aancc.w  ,y.uptnnuKcn 

240  83 

"       to  SuiicriiitciKlent  Out  Door  Poor, . . 

8,701!  17 

1 

8,70.'')  09 

6,.344  4.") 

4,118  43 

27,934  14 

"        to  Superintendent  Out  Door  Poor, 

1,598  59 

1,900  00 

2,200  00 

"        "             "             Work  House,         "  " 

42  51 

"        "            "          Work  House,  . . 

100  00 

150  00 

250  00 

Balance  due  Coinniissioner,  Jamuiry  1,  18411, 

1,415  86 

"      ill  Bank  of  State  of  Now- York,               "  " 

1,347  76 

2,648  .54 

8,228  94 

6,007  66 

21,589  42 

15,614  67 

15,585  71 

20,373  89 

1,347  76 

91,396  59 

$81,140  61 

$11,561  75 

29,719  15 

35,660  96 

58,645  67 

49,610  42 

45,542  58 

68,655  74 

23,849  47 

323,245  74 

$217,331  66 

/ 


* 


0i 


T 
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DIVISION  OF  EXPENDITURES. 


PAYMENTS  OF 

RECAPITULATION. 

Comptroner'i 

ComniiBsioiier'H 

Paymenta  of 

Total  Monthly 
Expenditure. 

1840. 

PBymcnts  of  I' 
Contract  BillB. 

ymcnlii  of  Sundry 
Bills. 

Superintendent  of 
Out  Door  Poor. 

1849. 

Superintendent 
Work  House. 

Sundry 
Bills. 

Superintendent 
Out  Door  Poor. 

Total  Monthly 
Expenditure. 

1849. 

Under  Comn^sioner, 
Jan.  1  to  ]|Iay  7. 

Under  GoTcrnors, 
May  8  to  December  31 . 

Total. 

.....  , 

5,752  87 

1,501  75 

7,314  62 

$28,081  07 

15,839  77 

8,249  48 

52,270  32 

92,80 

1  71 

92,801  71 

18,484  40 

1,505  81 

19,990  21 

7)26-1  52 

28  218  48 

25,938  60 

1,814  74 

:  27,753  30 

A  t 

33,000  41 

2,039  84 

1  35,100  25 

Sunflr}'  Bills  

47,58 

4  00 

199,835  31 

247,419  31 

28,04r)  25 

7,G00  09 

6,285  58 

41,930  92 

30,280  to 

1,805  00 

32,095  75 

StptC  K 

27,838  65 

15,057  76 

43,496  41 

A  iril  1  to  Ma  7 

17  379  C2 

3  983  00 

45  804  04 

0  t  b 

25,590  83 

2,160  04 

j  27,756  87 

I  y 

43,401  04 

2,801  79 

'±OjOO±  oo 

207  49 

207  49 

138  47 

17,310  45 

2,402  79 

'  19,851  71 

$92,801  71 

|^47,584  00 

Total  Exijciuliturc  uiiJor  Coiiimissionor,  

27,838  65 

$108,284  30 

207  49 

199,835  31 

15,057  70 

$215,700  50 

108,28 

H  30 

215,700  50 

383,984  92 

DIVISION  OF  PAYMENT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  OUT  DOOR  POOR. 


1849. 

UNDER  COMMISSIONERS. 

UNDER  GOVERNORS. 

Total  under 
127  days 

Total  under 
Governors. 
238  days. 

Total  for  the 
year. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

Apr.  1  to  May  7. 

May  8  to  .31. 

une. 

July. 

August.     j   September,   j  October. 

November. 

December. 

As  per  Table  of  Supplies 
furnisheJ. 

1,071  37 
597  OC 

6,175  61 
274  50 

131  00 

2,015  09 
623  06 
5,449  75 
1,146  88 

85  75 

1,194  45 
654  75 
3,153  50 
1,181  00 
101  88 

322  68 
1,075  48 
2,427  50 

4,603  49 
2,960  29 

2,602  38 
476  13 

4,603  49 
7,810  78 

2,002  38 
1,269  90 

288  25 

1 

,026  31 

451  00 

601  75 
1,050  00 

734  09 
1,148  75 

573  50 
1,193  50 

488  29 
1,545  00 

726  04 
1,502  50 

422  26 
1,882  75 

4,860  49 

157  50 

43  50 

28  50 

162  99 

157  00 

98  00 

132  75 

73  25 

97  78' 

793  77 

8,249  48 

9,:52()  53 

(),285  58 

3,983  06 

1,561  75 

1 

,505  81 

1,814  74 

2,039  84     1,865  Oo!    2,166  04 

2,301  79 

2,402  79 

27,838  65 

15,657  76 

43,496  41 

8,706  17 

8,765  09 

6,344  45 

4,118  43 

1,598  59 

1500  00 

1900  00 

1950  00 

1900  00 

2200  00 

2350  00 

2600  00 

27,934  14 

15,898  59 

43,832  73 

Balance  duo  by  Superintendent,  Jan.  1,  1849,  

Payments  to  Superintendents,  Jan.  1  to  May  7,  1849. 


Payments  by  Superintendents,  Jan.  1  to  May  7,  1849, ..  .■  

Balance  due  by  Superintendents  of  Out  Door  Poor,  May  7,  1849,. 


27,934  14 


PajTuents  to  Sup't  of  0.  D.  P.,  May  8  to  Dec.  31, 1849.. 
Payments  by    do         do  do  do 

Balance  duo  by  do         do  do     Jan.  1,  1850. . . 


15,898  59 
15,657  76 


ACCOUNT  WITH  SUP'T  OF  WORK  HOUSE,  B.  I. 


Payments 

100  00 

do 

do 

do 

Dec.  do  

150  00 

250  00 

do 

by  do 

do 

69  02 

do 

do 

do 

138  47 

207  49 

Balance  ( 

ue  by  do 

do 

Jan.  1,  1850,  

42  51 

SOUKCES  OF  RECEIPTS. 


1849 

UNDER  COMMISSIONER. 

UNDER  GOVERNORS. 

Total  under 
Commissioner, 
127  days. 

Total  under 
Governors, 
238  days. 

TOTAL 
for  the  Year. 

FROM 

Commisstonc 

Dndor 
QoTcrnors. 

■  January. 

February. 

March. 

April  1  to 
ilay  7. 

May8to81. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

Noveijiber. 

December. 

610  £ 

4 

082  03 
70  37 

751  17 
2,396  00 

138  63 
1,.559  79  ■ 

450  00 

383  62 

441  62 
35  43 

421  80 

107  ou 
313  0( 
25  00 
175  .-,0 

761  84 
829  50 

57  00 
292  37 
822  02 

67  00 
6  56 

148  .•50 
33  00 

62  35 
142  50 

1 

60  80!       433  62 

2,179  15 

174  77 
101  25 

42  50 

868  84 
1,693  50 
113  00 
467  87 
822  02 
71  60 
104  69 

3,101  49 

367  00 

3,970  33 
2,060  50 
113  00 
1,303  87 
1,503  67 
382  45 
104  69 
256  50 
1,858  74 

107  ( 
82 
134 

0 
)0 
34 
37 

301  00 
31  00 

250  00 

90  25 

Interments  for  Coin.  Emigration  ) 
and  N.  Y.  Hospital  S 
Sales  of  Barrels,  Boxes  and  Casks. . . 

412  00 

220  00 
43  00 

146  00 

58  00 
48  37 

836  00 
681  66 
310  96 

2,536 

1  65 
31  50 

688  63 

"    Bonos,  Swill  and  Grease... 

7  50 

295  60 
499  84 

98  1. 

"    Paper  Boxes  from  Nursery. . 



101  00 
268  13 

150  50 
166  33 

20  24 

250  50 
1,778  07 

"     and  Receipts  of  Sundries. . . 

If)  00 

350  35 

404  93 

125  37 

436  72 

80  07 

851  5C 

250  OO 

718  6 

i    2,901  96 

564  80 

017  28 

598  17 

1,166  00 

2,761  87 

699  22 

934  32 

4,222  09 

.    7,331  00 

11,553  75 

$4,222  09 

7,331  06 

STATEMENT  OF  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SUPPUES. 


INSTITUTION'S.— 

UNDER  COMMISSIONER. 

UNDER  GOVERNORS. 

Total 
under  Com- 

ToUl 
under  Gover- 
nors. 

Institutions 
Creditors  as 
below.  A. 

Nett  Debit  and  Credit  of  In- 
stitutions under  Governors. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April  1 
to  May  7. 

June. 

July. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

DR. 

CR. 

2.  Bcllcvuc  Hospital  

Chy  Priwin  

4.  Colored  Home  

11,530  77 
4,591  50 
838  93 
451  20 
419  50 
88  75 
5,291  34 
4,509  18 
527  23 
1,83()  55 
10,177  48 
7,8()7  00 

0  ()3 
117  32 
119  11 
8,345  63 
17  26 

3,131  08 
1,880  95 
.552  09 
968  26 
208  14 
14  16 
2,054  01 
2,523  48 
161  95 
1,017  22 
11,246  "3 
3,447  13 
335  48 

""*7i"96 

195  70 
415  14 

11,443  60 
3,.383  13 
642  79 
765  00 
188  00 
84  26 
3,592  82 
3,587  22 
408  38 
521  96 
9,155  11 
4,117  Ot 
685  27 
13  13 
155  93 
171  47 
2,990  85 
18  97 

8,812  17 
6,290  91 
1,482  43 
1,859  65 
455  99 
127  12 
3,848  12 
2,800  97 
519  20 
1,674  26 
5,957  68 
6,781  97 
994  80 
15  18 
156  40 
357  61 
3,721  60 
8  63 

611  09 
527  97 
858  87 

2,313  44 
2,284  46 
1,8.35  49 
936  85 
383  41 

2,730  27 
4,208  80 
1,620  74 
475  63 
221  43 

5,040  31 
4,806  21 
1,9(!6  05 
418  29 
221  48 

4,718  06 
620  28 
655  39 
894  97 
214  28 

4,214  62 
3,164  87 
1,871  68 
432  60 
221  48 

2,887  98 
7,350  44 
1,800  54 
790  48 
211  43 

5,154  47 
1,556  28 
497  06 
215  53 

84,923  62 
16,146  49 
3,516  24 
4,039  11 
1,271  69 
314  20 

14.7S(;  ■:>.< 
i.;.t_'o  s.: 
l,i;ii;  7i: 
5,ii4!i  W 
36,537  00 
22,213  18 
2,544  43 
34  89 
501  .55 
843  95 
10,479  22 
44  86 

22,.515  77 
28,117  50 

3,945  88 
1,688  94 

1,369  71 

21,146  06 

28,117  50 
11,664  99 
3,945  88 
1,688  94 

10,282  98 
23,944  96 
(>,853  99 

"  3^334  93 
17  37 
989  37 
1,1.58  49 

10,532  57 

T.  I>iiiiatic  Asylum.  

816  73 
406  30 
139  69 
715  88 
1,561  75 
1,390  88 
109  52 

2,290  99 
2,338  55 
238  29 
1,750  65 
1,547  45 
4,128  74 
510  62 
9  87 
80  47 
49  .31 
191  95 

2,624  61 
2,718  33 

507  75 
1,183  72 
1,944  74 
6,270  24 

712  43 

2,695  66 
4,043  75 

980  05 
1,806  06 
2,107  34 
6,8t8  99 

354  01 
5  00 
43  68 

121  46 

244  60 

8,83:1  in       T.M  c,u     -,,,-,12  W 
3,211)        iji.V)        .■;,77'.i  -ir, 

i'.7;i4  1:^ 

1,'X'>.')  07 
3,018  13 
5,106  00 
393  47 

•j:'..'.i44  'X, 

12.  Penitentiary  ■  

13.  Penitentiary  Hospital —  

2,241  1( 
3,710  98 
5,511  01 

Ouu  DO 

2  50 

483  01 

484  18 

1,727  64 
2,981  76 

1.71'.".  -li 

414  111 

l..;s,;  31 
65 

.-.l  is.-,  68 

Vi,]M  so 
25,725  33 
39,147  78 
3,334  93 
17  37 
989  37 
1,158  49 
2,428  06 
276  60 
T,886  97 
4,906  97 
17,818  49 

441  21 

26  11 
26  43 
164  13 

262  54 
565  43 
896  09 

89  70 
87  57 
382  69 

696  28 

220  14 
f 

o,o39  o9 
1  <;fin  AT 
375  09 

126  89 
191  77 
867  79 
50  24 

12,724  67 

27  63 
71  17 

255  (14 
l:!.">  r,-2 

29  57 
20  69 
£6  88 

313  64 

2,857  89 
718  90 
808  40 

17, '.'1S  .-,1 

1  !I4 
2,470  82 

14^842  67 

Total  Monthly  Itccciiits,  (hcc  Tnlile,) 
Siiiiilry  Institutiona,  dr.  (A.) 

20,654  18 
564  80 

27,160  02 
617  28 

34,508  08 
59S  17 

81,852  46 
1,156  00 

28,123  63 
2,761  87 

45,132  63 
699  22 

39,088  .55 
934  32 

233,8.34  17 
7,331  66 

219,060  49 
7,331  66 

01  oia  on    OT  TIT  Qn 

33,008  46 
912  71 

80,885  50 
3,128  63 

40,022  ST 

241,165  83 
25,465  27 

226,392  15 
10,691  59 

l'228  77 

"  '  24  00 

10,691  59 

Total  Monthly  Cost  of  Sup]ilic.s,  (see  Table,) 

(A)  Snndrv  Institutions 
Crcilitors,  as  follow  : 

I  Alms  House  

28,218  48 

41,930  92 

45,864  64 

7,314  62 

19,990  21 

^7,753  30 

35,10 

;  25 

32,095  75 

27,756  87 

45,831  85 

19,851  71 
1,369  71 

168,284  36 

Total. 
1,369  71 
255  64 
485  62 
17,918  54 
3,014  94 
2,470  82 

215,700  56 

215,700  66 

255  64 
405  62 
251  45 

24  00 

6  00 

796  02 

16,871  07 
1,980  88 

1,084  56 
2,038  07 

432  75 

• 

i 



$1,228  77 

24  00 

912  711    3,128  63 

20,171  16 

$25,465  27 

STATEMENT  OF  SUPPLIES  FURNISHED.     /)!  j'  k  it 


UNDER  COMMISSIONERS. 


UNDER  THE  GOVERXORS. 


381  "Vj 

oo| 


6,030  (i4 
ISO  Ul 


3  00 

 i       27  50 

:i.7-40  3»|    2.078  03 


8  75 
49  94 
188  21 


7  81 
338  38 
in,40<l  21 
1G8  6S . 
19  92 
87  75 


22  «0 
558  I 
1,410  63 
5  13 


466  : 

^m! 

■71  68 
1,834  00 
BBS  50 
l.Bflfl  79 
320  13 
50  08 
184  8i 
6(1  56 
132  31 


1,164  30 
'  2,800' 


98  43 
433  53 
'705  56 

16  00 


3,yio  72: 
31  iisi 

S4  U'- 


1,490  17 
4,039  11 
1,271  6fl 
69  68 


16,612 

3,196  88  . 
4,364 
14,0.37  57 


l,8uU  71 
3,613  88 
1,688  94 
96  10 
615  90 
151  53 
10,003  50 

"  "4,391" 
18,622  43 
116  16 
399  73 


44  86 
72  16 
10  24 


2,630  99 
1,991  21 

1,608  26 


444  60 
794  81 

4,646  50 
64  98 
135  76 

1,087  80 
262  01 
687  49 

1,760  00 


Wood™  W.1 
Total  Mo 


21I1  Waril  Out  Door  Poor 


268  42 
40  00 

483  40 


58  31 
"237^56 

'679' 29 

24' 88 
4.768  04 


68' 12 

4- 301 


56  07 
'i82'83 


63  74 
232  98 
523  75 


isi"^ 

66  66 


VM  87 
.50  00 
23  78 


364  I 
301  36 
499  64 


irS-i 


785  08 

720  62 

2,051  53 

37  07 

1,318  37 

■"■509'23 
343  02 
2,104  90 
146  60 
39,134  64 
126  81 
165  50 
1,849  64 


3,048 
284  27 
SO  00 

1,470  67 
121  09 
AU23. 


\ 


